Humor in the Classroom & in the Workplace 2006
Thursday, January 12th
8:30 AM
Hale 270
Welcome
Laura Border, Director, Graduate Teacher Program
9:00 AM – 10:30 AM
Hale 270
Goal Setting for Academic Success
Laura Border, Director, Graduate Teacher Program
It’s January 2006. Have you made a plan for the year
yet? This workshop helps you focus on and carry out
your goals.
Hale 230
Corporate America: What’s So Funny? A Sense
of Humor in the Workplace
Jim LoPresti, Lecturer, Leeds School of Business
Academics are misunderstood by some employers,
yet research and teaching skills can be valuable assets to a company’s bottom line. A sense of humor is
an important skill in any work environment and this
interactive workshop provides suggestions on how to
bring humor to work and how to use laughter to stay
healthy and ensure success given the challenges of
the corporate culture.
10:45 AM – 12:00 PM
Hale 270
Teaching Your First Course as Instructor of
Record
Brian Klocke, Lead Coordinator, Graduate
Teacher Program
This workshop presents an overview of some
of the fundamentals of teaching for instructors
who have sole responsibility for the day-to-day
teaching of a course, are responsible for the
course content, tests, and syllabus; and have
flexibility in terms of how the course is taught.
Hale 230
Teaching, Mentoring & Engaging Students in
Engineering & the Sciences
Jana Milford, Associate Professor,
Mechanical Engineering
Sherry Snyder, Director of Student Programs,
College of Engineering & Applied Science

This workshop explores experiences and strategies
from the College of Engineering & Applied Science to
promote a supportive learning environment. Participants
develop a plan to implement in their areas.
1:00 PM – 2:30 PM
Hale 270
You Want People to Remember What You
Say? Try Some Humor
Bud Coleman, Director, Theatre & Dance
In the classroom, the teacher is competing for the students’ attention. Students are bombarded every day with
multiple media forms—music, cellphones, television,
movies, games, internet, print advertising—which can
make the traditional classroom seem stimulus free. Yet
the classroom can be the most dynamic space they are in
all day because it has a live human being talking to them
in real time—nothing virtual about this experience at all.
Humor can help you maximize your impact on learning.
Hale 230
Dealing with Contentious Topics in Classroom
Discussions
P.J. Lomelino, PhD Candidate, Philosophy
Let’s face it. Teaching is not a “one-size-fits-all” endeavor
– especially when it comes to teaching contentious
topics. This workshop presents several tools to help you
create a comfortable setting for teaching controversial
topics, as well as tools for dealing with problems
that might arise during (and after) such discussions.
2:45 PM – 4:15 PM
Hale 270
Classroom Antics and Antiquities: How to Make
the Literary Past Come Alive
Nan Goodman, Associate Professor, English
Lee Krauth, Professor, English
Brant Torres, Undergraduate English Major
Stefan Bullock, Undergraduate Academy Lead
This workshop explores ways in which humor makes
connections between the past and the present and between students and teachers. Different approaches to
humor in the classroom are discussed.

Hale 230
Testing & Grading Strategies
Carol Conzelman, Lead Coordinator, Graduate
Teacher Program
Testing and grading are strategies for supporting
students in the learning process! Learn how to create a fair test that includes objective and subjective
questions, utilize one-page writing assignments and
pop quizzes, employ peer review and group work,
evaluate essays and participation, and organize grading rubrics for a semester-long recitation section,
lab, or course.

Friday, January 13th
9:00 AM – 10:30 AM
Hale 270
Keynote Speaker
Humor as an Instructional Defibrillator
Ronald A. Berk, Professor of Biostatistics and
Measurement, School of Nursing, Johns
Hopkins University
Grab those paddles. Charge 300. Clear! “Ouch!”
Now how do you feel? “Great!” Humor used as
a systematic teaching tool in your classroom can
bring students and deadly, boring course content to
life. Since some students have the attention span of
goat cheese, we need to find creative techniques to
hook them, engage their emotions, and focus their
minds and eyeballs on learning. This session draws
on multiple intelligence theory and the research
from cognitive/neuropsychology, education, humor,
and communications. It presents 10 evidence-based,
humor methods that can be integrated into syllabi,
handouts, examples, case studies, discussion questions, homework problems, project outlines, tests,
wedding invitations, and parking tickets. Examples
include quotations, cartoons, multiple-choice items,
top 10 lists, anecdotes, skits/dramatizations with
music, and “Jeopardy!” type reviews. The techniques
are applicable to any course level, discipline, content
area, or ice-cold beverage. This session “boldly goes
where no academician has gone before,” maybe!

10:45 AM – 12:00 PM
Hale 270
Humor in the Classroom: What’s Teaching Got
to Do with It?
Ronald Berk & Lead Graduate Teachers, TBA
Following the keynote talk, Lead Graduate Teachers
will lead small discussion groups to apply information
learned in the keynote presentation to how humor
might be applied to classroom practices in their own
disciplines.
1:00 PM – 2:30 PM
Hale 270
The Teacher as Scam Artist
Joe Berta, Instructor, Psychology
The presenter shows how to sneak information into
students’ heads while they think they are being entertained.

provides theory and facilitates discussion and Ms. Williams plays the various teacher roles.
Hale 230
Lighten Up! Networking Is a Life Skill
Valentine Roché, Coordinator,
Graduate Student Career Programs
Networking is an attitude, an approach to life. It includes the way in which you relate to the people and
the resources around you. While networking has many
benefits, among the most important is that it is an efficient way to accomplish big goals. This interactive
workshop provides an opportunity to break through
your fears and concerns while building your networking skills.
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Hale 230
I Can’t Believe S/He Just Said That! Turning
Offensive Remarks into Teachable Moments
Rachel Bandy, Lead Graduate Teacher, Sociology
This interactive workshop focuses on how to use
tact, humor, and timely information to turn offensive
remarks in the classroom into a productive, courserelated conversation. It also focuses on how to address problematic comments without shutting down
classroom participation. Be prepared to have a frank
discussion about race, class, gender, religion, and
sexual orientation and what they mean to classroom
dynamics.

January 12th & 13th

3:00 PM – 5:00 PM
Hale 270
Recognizing & Deconstructing Classroom Bias
Laura L. B. Border, Director,
Graduate Teacher Program
Liza Williams, Lead Graduate Teacher,
Theatre & Dance
This workshop uses simulated classroom situations
to help participants recognize and understand biased
teacher interactions in the classroom. All attendees will participate in the simulation. Dr. Border

Graduate Teacher Program

Teaching assistants, graduate part–time instructors, postdocs,
McNair & Pre-Prof students, faculty, and staff may attend any
or all of the Spring Conference workshops. Please be sure to
sign the attendance sheet at each workshop as each session
counts toward GTP certification. For further information,
please visit www.colorado.edu/gtp or call (303) 492-4902.
A special thanks to Valentine Roché, Coordinator, Graduate
Student Career Programs, for arranging the sessions on humor
in the workplace.

Hale 230 & 270
Information Desk: Hale 235

