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Photography student explores an interactive installation at the Denver Art Museum.
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Course Description
This basic photography course introduces both traditional photographic concepts and current digital
technologies to produce the photographic image. The class explores digital processes using DSLRs,
smart phones and computer software to create contemporary photography. We meet in Libby Hall 05
(basement classroom). In mid-October, we transition into a Mac computer lab located in Muenzinger
(MUEN E311).
We, as a class, study the history of photography and explore contemporary art practice. Slide shows,
documentary films and theoretical texts will be presented as part of the course content. The slide lectures
and films help facilitate your own image making, and allow you to get a sense of what the life of an artist is
like, and how you might fit into the practice. The goal of this course is to have each student begin a selfdirected investigation of ideas that take you into the next phase of your art making.

Meeting Spaces
This class meets every Tuesday and Thursday in the Libby basement classroom (05). Beginning midsemester, we begin to access a computer lab in located in Muenzinger (MUEN E311).

Recommended Text
The book for this class is Stone and London's A Short Course in Digital Photography.
This book is not required, but is a great addition to the class.
Addtional Recommended Reading for specific photographic processes:
Pinhole Photography: Rediscovering a Historic Technique, Eric Renner, Focal Press.
Pinhole Cameras: A Do-It-Yourself Guide, Chris Keeney, Princeton Arch. Press, New York.
Black and White Photography: A Basic Manual, Henry Horenstein, Little, Brown & Co.
Adobe Photoshop CS for Photographers, Martin Evening, Focal Press.
Photoshop: Visual QuickStart Guide, Peachpit Press.
Journals (all found in Norlin Library: Art and Architecture Library): Afterimage, Aperture, exposure

Presentations
A 5 minute visual/oral presentation in the form of a slide show is required. Each student chooses a
photographer from a list that I provide. A bibliography is to accompany the presentation. We will visit the
Special Collections Department in Norlin Library to begin the research for this project.

Critiques and Turning In Work
Critiques are an important part of this class. Upon completion of assignments, we look at your
photographs and discuss the subject matter and form, as well as your technical improvement. At the finish
of class critiques you will be required to turn in your project for a grade. Attendance for all critiques is
mandatory.

Supplies
Photography is an expensive medium. In digital photography, once you own a camera, the cost is all in the
printing. Your course fees for this class will cover most of the printing costs. The following is a list
of equipment/supplies required:
- A DSLR (Digital Single-Lens Reflex) Camera - Libby owns 18 DSLR cameras, enough so that we have 1
camera per 2 students (as I teach two photo classes). You will be able to check a camera out on a weekly
basis.
- Flash Drive to transfer files from your computer to the computer lab to the printer. (As an alternative, you
may purchase a Portable Hard Drive. Please speak to me before you purchase any new piece of
equipment. For example, if you plan to do any digital video in the future you might want to purchase an
external hard drive that has a Thunderbolt or Firewire connection (for Apple devices). A USB connection
(the standard on many external hard drives) is not fast enough to transfer video data when editing.)
If you are buying a flash drive, buy something large enough to store your digital files (8gb or 16gb is great,
but for this class a 4gb will do if you already own one).

Grading
Your creative projects will be graded on:
1) your ability to conceive an idea and develop subject matter (e.g. Is it interesting?, Can your audience
understand what you are trying to get across? Have you researched your subject matter?)
2) imaginative use of imagery and composition, layout and design
3) technical mastery
4) on-time completion of projects
Grading descriptions:
A = Excellent: Full engagement in the process, very little improvement needed, you excelled in every goal
(see 1 – 4 above) set for the project
B = Above Average: really great idea, but needs better execution/design; or great execution/design, but
conceptually weak
C = Average: fulfills the assignment but needs improvement both conceptually and technically
D = appears that you did the least amount of work possible
F = no show
All grades will be posted on D2L.
Participation/Attendance:
The makeup of this class is such that students need to be in attendance in order to contribute to an
interesting, dynamic, and productive work environment. I allow for three absences to be taken without
penalty. 3 points will be taken off of your final grade for each absence beyond 3.
Don’t miss critiques! It is respectful and fair that if your classmates spend their time and energy discussing

your work that you return that respect by critiquing your fellow student’s work. If your dog ate your
assignment, come to critique anyway. This is mandatory. Your project grade will be dropped 10% if you
miss the critique for that assignment.

Academic Integrity
Please read CU’s Standards of Academic Integrity here!
In addition to the University's Honor Code, specific violations in this class are:
1. Signing in for another student on the class attendance sign-in sheet constitutes cheating.
2. All photographs turned in for this course MUST have been taken between Aug. 25 and Dec. 11, 2015.
Turning in photographs taken before the start of this semester constitutes cheating.
3. Using another student's photographs or sharing photographs between students within this class
constitutes cheating.

University Policies
Please read CU’s Religious Observation Policies here!
If you plan to miss class due to a religious observation, please notify me one week prior to the absence.

Photographs taken of artwork at the Denver Art Museum.
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If you qualify for accommodations because of a disability, please submit to me a letter from Disability
Services in a timely manner. In addition, if you'd like to discuss any disability with me, I will keep it in
strict confidence and will support you in any way that I can.
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Please note that all projects and dates are subject to change.

Class Projects
1. The Self-Portrait - 10pts
Each student will explore their own physical self, personal interests and/or their photographic style in
a self-portrait. We look at the history of self-portraiture in photography. The photographs can be of
you, abstract with you in it (shadows, lines, etc.) or tell a story about who you are (using personal
items, family members, etc.).
Download the assignment sheet.
Due: 2 photographic prints. Critique - 9/10

Pinhole Photograph by Bryan

2. The Viewfinderless Image or “Shooting From the Hip” - 20pts
For this assignment we examine the rich history of street photography, social documentary
photography, and photography taken on the war fields. Each student will shoot a minimum of 100
frames. Your best 2 images will be printed.
Part I: Shooting on Auto. Go for a walk up to the hill or get on a bus to downtown Boulder or Denver try to get off campus. Find a time of day when the light is interesting (early morning, twilight, overcast,
etc.). Shoot 50 images on your camera's Automatic setting. Correlated Reading: Ch. 1 p.3-15
Part II: Shooting on Manual. Go out again - try to go to a different location than before. Again, find a
time of day when the light is interesting. Shoot 50 images on Manual setting. Turn in with
accompanying worksheet on aperture and shutter speed. Correlated Reading: Ch. 1 p.16-27
Download the assignment sheet.
Download Exposure worksheet.
Download Bracketing exercise.

Viewfinderless Photograph by Mollie

Files Due: Part I due: 9/15; Part II due: 9/22
Due: 2 photographic prints. Critique - 9/24

3. Centuries Collage - 10pts
We meet in a computer lab in MUEN E311 every Tuesday starting 10/6.
This assignment is designed to get you up and running with Photoshop. You will need a flash drive
on which to store your images.
Create one digital photo collage with Photoshop, using found imagery. Think of a concept or "theme"
for your composition and use the browser’s search engine to find images that represent three
different centuries. For example:
1. The 1800’s
2. 1900-1999
3. 2000- present
Download the assignment sheet.
Photoshop Collage by Bryn

Meet in MUEN E311 every Tuesday.
Due: 1 Photoshop print. Critique - 10/22

4. The Panoramic Landscape - 20pts
Choose one of the landscape themes below and produce one panoramic image using either your
smart phone's panoramic setting or by creating your own panoramic image using your DSLR.
The Altered Landscape – based on the work of Andy Goldsworthy and others, produce a
panorama where you physically change the landscape and document it.
The Manufactured Landscape – based on the work of James Balog and others, produce a series
where you use Photoshop to digitally construct the landscape in a grid or collage.
The "Natural" Landscape – document the world using the panoramic function on your camera or
smart phone.
Landscape Photograph by Jack

Download the assignment sheet.
Due: 1 Panoramic print. Critique - 11/5

5. Lights, Camera, Action - 10pts
This assignment explores lighting in photography. We will shoot both in the studio with lights, and
outside the studio with natual light. You can choose anything you wish to photograph. The final prints
can be shot in the studio, shot in natural lighting, or represent one of each.
Download the assignment sheet.

Due: 2 photographic prints. Critique - 11/19

6. Social Documentary - 20pts

Photography Book by Photo Class

Choose a subject and investigate it thoroughly with your camera, exploring personal, social and/or
political issues that exist in your world today. Some topics to consider might be: family relationships,
the life of an athlete, first year living in Libby, to more intense issues such as: mental illness, racism,
sexism, the political climate, and enviromental concerns.
Download the assignment sheet.
Due: 4 photographic prints. Critique - 12/11

7. Presentation on Photographer - 10pts
Visit to Special Collections, Norlin Library - 3rd floor - 9/29
Each student will pick one photographer and give a 5 minute visual presentation based on this
photographer's work and life. You must have a bibliography at the end of your slide presentation. You must
use 20 to 40 (or more) images in your presentation.
Download presentation guidelines.
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Tutorials and User Manuals
Every CU student now has access to Lynda.com, an invaluable tutorial site. To log in to your free account go
to www.colorado.edu/oit/lynda. You must log in through the CU website (and not directly at lynda.com) to access your account.

Photoshop Tutorials:
Photoshop: How to create Sequence Shots
Photoshop: Essentials

Animation Tutorials:
Creating an Animated GIF in Photoshop CC
How to Create an Animated GIF using the Video Timeline in Photoshop
Animating in Photoshop and After Effects

Tutorials on a wide variety of software:
http://tv.adobe.com
lynda.com - To log in for your free account go to www.colorado.edu/oit/lynda. You must log in through the CU website (and
not directly at lynda.com) to access your account.

Printing Resources
Printing in Art & Art History:
VAC1b23 - (OIT Visual Arts Lab)
OIT Group type: “BW Diamond”
To download printer driver:
http://cuart.colorado.edu/resources/printing/

Campus Printing:
Ink Spot Copy Center
UMC 130C (In Food Court)
303-492-7878
inkspot@colorado.edu

CU Imaging Services Print Shop
Stadium 280, Gate 11 (2nd Floor)
303-492-2679
eprint@colorado.edu

Selected Off Campus Printing Resources:
Mike’s Camera
2500 Pearl Street, Boulder, CO 80302
303-443-1715

Photo Craft Imaging
2901 55th Street, Boulder, CO 80301
303-442-6410

Randy Zahn
Local Professional Inkjet Printer

Costco Photo Center
(Must be a Costco member; you can order online and either pick up in store or have jobs mailed to you)
600 Marshall Road, Superior, CO 80027
720-587-1000

Sources for Found Images
www.archive.org
www.photopin.com
www.flickr.com/commons (license = select modifications allowed)
www.pixabay.com
search.creativecommons.org
www.gaderinge.com
publicdomainarchive.com
www.morguefile.com/archive

Contact

addtional sources:
Wikipedia: search under "public domain image resources" (lots and lots of links to public domain images - my fav being: The History of Medicine
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Student Gallery
On this page, you will find a wide selection of student
work completed over the past few years. As you can
see the assignments are varied and the work reflects
many techniques and styles.
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Contact Info
Leslee Broersma
broersma@colorado.edu
www.lesleebroersma.com
Tel: 303-995-5095
Office: Libby Basement 05A
Office hours: T/Th 8:30am - 9:30am and by appt.

Name
Email
Subject
Message

Lolita's Market, West Pearl Street, Boulder, CO
Historic 2013 Floods
11:00pm, September 12, 2013
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