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This production is entered in the Kennedy Center American 
College Theater Festival (KCACTF).  The aims of this 
national theater education program are to identify and promote 
quality in college-level theater production.  To this end, each 
production entered is eligible for a response by a regional 
KCACTF representative, and selected students and faculty are 
invited to participate in KCACTF programs involving 
scholarships, internships, grants and awards for actors, 
directors, dramaturgs, playwrights, designers, stage managers 
and critics at both the regional and national levels. 
 
 Productions entered on the Participating level are eligible for 
invitation to the KCACTF regional festival and may also be 
considered for national awards recognizing outstanding 
achievement in production, design, direction and performance. 
  
Last year more than 1,300 productions were entered in the 
KCACTF involving more than 200,000 students nationwide.  
By entering this production, our theater department is sharing 
in the KCACTF goals to recognize, reward, and celebrate the 
exemplary work produced in college and university theaters 
across the nation. 
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     Quilters story is constructed of memories of life on the plains in the 19th cen-
tury. Although the primary source material, The Quilters:  Women and Domestic 
Art, contains a collection of photos and interviews of women from the 1970s, 
the majority of the women recall stories of their families settling on the plains 
during the late 1800s. This musical is a dramatic representation of these events 
and stories from a vital time in American history. The challenges of daily life 
that are presented in Quilters are truthful representations of life on the prairie. 
For example, families did often live in “dug-outs,” which were homes dug in the 
ground and roofed over.
     Another accurate portrayal of this time period is the way the elements such 
as wind, dust, fire and snow had an enormous impact on the lives of these char-
acters. After Boulder’s own experience with a 100-year flood in September, the 
feelings of devastation, loss and fortitude during extreme weather conditions 
are not so unfamiliar. These homesteader families lived with little security or 
protection from severe weather conditions that are especially prevalent on the 
American Great Plains. 
     In many ways the characters in Quilters wrestle with the harshness of life on 
the plains. Quilting is a task and craft that helps these families handle the stress 
and powerlessness created by hardship, motherhood, death and the severe en-
vironment. Quilts for these women are an artistic expression of the intertwined 
nature of family history, daily life and survival. These quilters are not merely 
enduring, but as artists and storytellers they celebrate what they can create with 
the bits and pieces they have. 
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