
Youth Prevention in Colorado: 

Policy, Practice, & Social 

Marketing

Jessica Neuwirth 

Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment, Prevention Services Division



Enact the will of the 

people while preserving 

public health

Educate for safe, legal 

and responsible use

CDPHE & 

RETAIL 

MARIJUANA



1. Medical Marijuana Registry

2. Marijuana Health Monitoring 

and Research

3. Retail Marijuana Education and 

Youth Prevention

4. Laboratory: MJ Lab Inspections, 

MJ Ref Lab

5. Consultation: Edible Safety, 

Proper disposal of waste

ROLES OF 

CDPHE



PLACE & 
PROMOTION



Retail Density 

& Buffers 

Restrict 

advertising

Minimum Age 

for Purchase

Limit Hours 

of Sale

Smoke-Free 

Policies



PRODUCT & 
LABELING



Injury prevention

Consumer knowledge

Informed medical treatment

Warning 

labels & 

Universal 

symbol

Does not 

appeal to 

children

Child-proof 

containers & 

“Exit bags”



PRICE



Price Recommendations: 

1. Earmark Excise or Sales Tax for 

Prevention Efforts Dedicated to a 

Specific Agency

2. Balance taxes with black market 

concerns



Make sure there’s teeth to your 

policy by building 

support for enforcement



EDUCATE THE 
PUBLIC



Early Campaign Launch Timeline



Protect What’s Next/Trusted Adult

● Plans to Talk: Significant increase 

(12%) in plans to talk to their children 

about the risks of using marijuana

● Perceptions of risk for a teenager 

using marijuana once a week 

increased significantly among adults 

(11%) 

● Agree with Health Risks- Youth who 

saw the campaign were significantly 

more likely to agree that marijuana 

makes it harder to think and do things 

(34% vs. 26%). 



CAMPAIGN REFRESH



Marijuana 

Users

New, Comprehensive Campaign

PBF

Retailers

Trusted 

Adults

Youth



FIND YOUR MOMENT

There are many important 
moments in life that can 
shape your future. Moments 
where you find out what 
you’re passionate about, make 
new friends and earn the trust 
and freedom that come along 
with growing up.

It’s important to understand 
how using marijuana before 
you are 21 can get in the way 
of these moments.





YOUR WORDS HAVE 
POWER

Adults can forget about the 
power that their words can 
have on youth.

This campaign will remind 
parents, coaches and other 
influential role models just 
how important their words 
can be and encourage them 
to speak with youth about 
underage marijuana use.





Colorado Retail Marijuana Education & 

Prevention Resource Guide

https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cdphe/RetailMarijuanaTA



More questions?

Jessica Neuwirth, jessica.neuwirth@state.co.us

THANKS!



RESOURCES

• Responsibility Grows Here social marketing campaign

responsibilitygrowshere.com/

• Colorado Legislative Report 

https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/sites/default/files/MJ_RMEP_Legi

slative-Report_2015.pdf

• Monitoring Marijuana in Colorado Report

https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/marijuana/effects-while-

pregnant-or-breastfeeding

• Retail Marijuana Public Health Information

https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cdphe/retail-marijuana

http://responsibilitygrowshere.com/
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/sites/default/files/MJ_RMEP_Legislative-Report_2015.pdf
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/marijuana/effects-while-pregnant-or-breastfeeding
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/marijuana/effects-while-pregnant-or-breastfeeding
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cdphe/retail-marijuana

