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Education 
 

Ph.D. In progress University of Colorado at Boulder, Sociology, expected August 2017 

 

Dissertation Title: “Flexible Workers, Fissured Workplaces: Cultural Exchange for Hire in an Era of 

Precarious Labor” 

 

Committee: Dr. Jennifer Bair (advisor), Sociology, University of Virginia 

  Dr. Christina Bair (chair), Sociology 

  Dr. Jill Harrison, Sociology 

  Dr. Fernando Riosmena, Geography 

  Dr. Ming Hsu, Chen, J.D. University of Colorado Law School 

 

M.A. 2003 University of Pittsburgh, Graduate School of International and Public Affairs, International 

Development; certificate of advanced study in Latin American Social and Public Policy 

 

B.A. 1999 Saint Mary’s College, Notre Dame, Indiana, Spanish and English Literature, cum laude 

 

Spring 1997 Center for Cross-Cultural Study, Sevilla, Spain, semester abroad 

 

Research Specialization 
 

Migrant labor policy, the sociology of work, law and society, race and ethnicity 

 

Employment 

2015-present Human Trafficking Program Coordinator, policy specialist and staff member to the 

legislatively mandated statewide Colorado Human Trafficking Council 

 

2014-2015 Graduate Research Assistant, Center for the Study and Prevention of Violence, Institute of 

Behavioral Studies, University of Colorado 

 
2012-2015 Teaching Assistant, Department of Sociology, University of Colorado, Boulder, Colorado 

 

2011-2013 Independent Contractor, Colorado Project, a research initiative of the Laboratory to Combat 

Human Trafficking (LCHT), Denver, Colorado 

 

2009-2011 Anti-Trafficking Paralegal/Outreach Coordinator, Colorado Legal Services, Denver,  

  Colorado 

 

2006-2010 Instructor, Saint Mary’s College, Service Learning Course, Tegucigalpa, Honduras 

 

2008-2009 Program Associate, Seedco/Opportunity NYC Work Rewards, City of New York-sponsored 

behavioral economics incentive-based pilot program for low-wage workers, New York 
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2004-2008 Intensive Case Manager, Safe Horizon’s Anti-Trafficking Program, New York 

 

2000-2001 Program Assistant, External Relations and International Education Program, Santa Fe 

Institute, Santa Fe, New Mexico 

 

1999 Intern, Institute for International Education (IIE), Mexico City, Mexico 

 

Publications 
 

Under Review 

Bowman, Catherine and Bair, Jennifer. “From Cultural Sojourner to Temporary Migrant Worker? The 

Historical Transformation and Contemporary Significance of the J-1 Visa Summer Work Travel Program.” 

Labor History 

 

Peer Reviewed Book Chapters 

Bowman, Catherine. 2017. “The Rise of the J-1 Summer Work Travel Program and its Links to Youth 

Unemployment.” (under contract with Cornell University Press) 

 

Phyllis Coontz and Catherine Griebel. 2008. “Drug Use, Prostitution, and Globalization: A Modest 

Proposal for Rethinking Policy ” in Neither Villain or Victim: Empowerment and Agency Among Women 

Substance Abusers. New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press 

 

Non-Peer Reviewed Articles 

Medige, Patricia and Bowman, Catherine. 2012. “U.S. Anti-trafficking Policy and the J-1 Visa Program: 

The State Department’s Challenge from Within.” Intercultural Human Rights Law Review 7: 103-145 

 

Phyllis Coontz and Catherine Griebel. 2004. “International Approaches to Human Trafficking: The Call 

for a Gender-Sensitive Perspective in International Law,” The Women’s Health Journal, Vol. 2, published 

by the Latin American and Caribbean Women’s Health Network 

 

 

Awards, Fellowships and Grants  
 

External Awards 

2003-2004 U.S. Fulbright Fellowship, 2003-2004 (to fund a yearlong qualitative research project in 

Santiago, Chile) $16,000 

 

University of Colorado 

2015-2016 Department of Sociology Dissertation Expense Award ($2,000)  

2014  Graduate School Travel Grant ($300)  

2014  Department of Sociology Travel Grants ($500 total)  

2013  United Government of Graduate Students Travel Award ($300) 

2012  Sociology Summer Research Assistant Grants ($7,500 total)  

2012   Department of Sociology Incoming Student Fellowship ($1,000) 

 

University of Pittsburgh 

2001-2003 Alumni Fellowship University of Pittsburgh, Graduate School of Public and International 

Affairs (to provide two years of full tuition remission and stipend) $36,000 

2002 Ivan Santa Cruz Memorial Scholarship, University of Pittsburgh, (award to fund summer 

research in Chile) $3000 
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University Teaching Experience 

Teaching Assistant 
U.S. Race and Ethnic Relations (Fall 2014 & Spring 2015); Sex, Gender and Society (Spring 2014); 

Classical Social Theory (Fall 2012, Spring 2013 and Fall 2013) 

 
Research Experience  
Graduate Research Assistant, Center for the Study and Prevention of Violence (CSPV), Institute of 

Behavioral Studies-University of Colorado, June 2014-September 2015 

 Contracted by the University of Colorado’s Office of Outreach and Engagement to develop 

marketing materials highlighting the latest research developments and key achievements of CSPV 

 Distilled and translated CSPV research findings into terminology suitable for educational 

administrators, youth services professionals and the general public 

 Updated and redesigned CSPV website to enhance navigation and usability  

 

Graduate Research Assistant to Dr. Jennifer Bair, June 2012-August 2013 

 Carried out archival research tracing the historical and political evolution of the J-1visa, 

particularly the creation and reform of the Summer Work Travel, Au Pair, Camp Counselor and 

Trainee categories of the J-1 Visa; research results to be included in a forthcoming co-authored 

article entitled “From Cultural Sojourners to Temporary Migrant Workers: The Historical 

Transformation and Contemporary Significance of the J-1 Summer Work Travel Program” 

 Conducted legal and historical analysis of the H-2A, H-2B, the Bracero Program and the West 

Indies temporary foreign worker programs 

 Reviewed hundreds of pages of U.S. Statutory, Code of Federal Regulations and Congressional 

testimony pertaining to the legal framework and evolution of temporary foreign worker programs 

in the U.S. since the mid-1800s 

 

Graduate Research Assistant to Dr. Janine Wedel, 2003-2008 

 Reviewed thousands of pages of formal government reports, media coverage and political analysis of 

the Iran Contra Affair 

 Conducted interviews with media and legal experts and wrote detailed summaries of key findings 

 Research results featured in Chapter Six of Dr. Wedel’s 2010 book, Shadow Elite: The New Agents 

of Power and Influence who are Undermining Government, Free Enterprise and Democracy 

 

Fulbright Research Fellow 2003-2004, Santiago, Chile 

 Researched migration issues and anti-trafficking efforts by the Chilean state, local agencies, and the 

United Nations 

 Developed an evaluation template for Latin American health sector reform and conducted 12 in- 

depth interviews with government officials, non-profit and health professionals in El Salvador, the 

Dominican Republic, Chile and Colombia as a policy intern for the Latin American and Caribbean 

Women’s Health Network 

 Contracted by the World Organization against Torture to conduct interviews and translate Spanish 

sections of its 2004 Alternative Report for the Committee against the Torture of Children 

 Provided consultation to the U.S. Embassy on the Chilean section of the U.S. Department of State 

2004 Trafficking in Persons Report 

 

Graduate Research Assistant 2001-2003, University of Pittsburgh 

 Collected and evaluated Uniform Crime Report crime statistics spanning three decades; data later 

published in co-authored book chapter “Drug Use, Prostitution and Globalization” in Neither Victim 

nor Villain: Empowerment and Agency Among Women Substance Abusers (2008) 

 Reviewed state-level data on social disturbances and census data for the same period as a research 

assistant to Dr. Siddharth Chandra; acknowledged by Dr. Chandra and his co-author, Dr. Angela 
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Williams in “The ‘Revolution of Rising Expectations’:  Relative Deprivation and the Urban Social 

Disorders of the 1960s: Evidence from State-Level Data” Social Science History - Volume 29, 

Number 2, Summer 2005, pp. 299-332 

 Conducted a literature review of international development and human rights reports authored by 

Oxfam, Global Rights and Human Rights First; interviewed organizational representatives regarding 

strategic agenda setting.  Results of research included in “The Nexus of Human Rights and 

Development: New Methods and Strategies of Global NGOs," World Development 31 no. 12 (2003): 

2013-2026, co-authored by University of Pittsburgh professor Dr. Paul Nelson and Dr. Ellen Dorsey 

  
Selected Academic and Professional Presentations 

“From Cultural Sojourners to Temporary Migrant Workers: The Historical Transformation and 
Contemporary Significance of the J-1 Summer Work Travel Visa.”  Annual Meeting of the American 
Sociological Association, San Francisco, California, August 16-19, 2014 
 

“From Cultural Sojourners to Temporary Migrant Workers: The Historical Transformation and 

Contemporary Significance of the J-1 Summer Work Travel Visa.” Presented at the “New Frontiers in the 

Citizenship of Work International Conference.” Interuniversity Research Centre on Globalization and 

Work, Montreal, Canada, May 12-14, 2014 

 

“The Rise of the J-1 Summer Work Travel Program and its Links to Youth Unemployment.” Youth and 

Unemployment Symposium,” Middlebury College, Rohatyn Center for Global Affairs, Middlebury, 

Vermont, March 13, 2014 

 

Invited Panelist, “Nuances of Case Management and Essential Social and Legal Services for Survivors of 

Human Trafficking,” Colorado Project Conference hosted by the Laboratory to Combat Human 

Trafficking, Denver, Colorado, March 8, 2013 

 

Guest Speaker, “Social Work in our Global Village: Immigration and International Issues in Practice,” 

Hunter College, School of Social Work, New York, October 24, 2007 

 

Featured Panelist, “Human Trafficking through a Crime Victim Lens,” Crime Victims Board of New 

York State Meeting, Buffalo, New York, October 2, 2007 

 

Invited Alumnae Speaker, “Careers in Human Rights,” Saint Mary’s College, Notre Dame, Indiana, 

February 19, 2007 

 

Presenter, “Anti-trafficking Efforts in New York,” Columbia Political Union, Columbia University, New 

York, November 14, 2006 
 

State University of New York at Stony Brook, Annual Latin American Studies 4th Annual Conference 

Presenter, “Toward an Anti-Trafficking Agenda in Chile,” Stony Brook, New York, April 15, 2005 

 

Service 
 

Service to the Discipline 

Co-Founder and Cohort Representative, Sociology Graduate Student Collective, University of Colorado, 

May 2014-August 2015 

 

American Sociological Association (ASA), Student Forum Advisory Board Paper Reviewer, 2014 

University of Colorado, Department of Anthropology Internal Review Committee Member, Spring 2013 
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Alumnae and Community Service 

Saint Mary’s College, Editor, Honduras Alumnae Newsletter Amistades, an annual publication aimed at 

fundraising for a Honduran youth orphanage, Hogar Diamante, and for professional networking among 

former participants in the Saint Mary’s service learning course, Fall 2011-Spring 2013 

 

Women’s Homeless Initiative Overnight Volunteer, an interfaith initiative that provides meals, housing and 

fellowship to homeless women in the Denver metropolitan area, Summer 2013-present 

 

Professional Memberships 
 

American Sociological Association, 2012-present  

National Women’s Studies Association, 2012-2013 

Languages 
 

English, Spanish (fully proficient) 

 

References 

Available upon request 


