Deviance in US Society
Socy 1004
Fall 2018
Instructor: Glenda Walden



Office Hours for Glenda: Tues, Thurs  2-3:15pm and by appointment  
Email: Glenda.Walden@colorado.edu


Office: Ketchum 171
When you email, PLEASE do so with this subject line: SOCY 1004 if you expect a response.  I check email Monday-Friday before 9am and finish up at 4pm.  Don’t expect a response until the next day if you email me after 4:30 or until Monday if you email me over the weekend. 

You are responsible for everything in this syllabus, your recitation syllabus, the texts, the material on website, and material and announcements covered in class.  This includes knowing and managing due dates, changes in the tentative schedule, and assignments.  The syllabus and all supplemental info are testable materials.
Course Description

This is an introductory course in the sociological study of deviance as a socially constructed phenomenon rooted in social and historical context, power, and inequality.  Various sociological theories will be utilized to frame our inquiry and understanding of behaviors and characteristics that we label deviant in contemporary US society.  We will also discuss the stratification system in contemporary US society where it intersects with our cultural assumptions, definitions, and responses to deviant and non-deviant categories.  While the primary focus of this course is deviance in US society, we will also examine deviance in a global perspective throughout the semester as well.  

Course TexTS and RESOURCES

Required text-Deviance and Social Control: A Sociological Perspective 2nd edition.  2017.  Kristin A. Bates, Michelle Inderbitzin, and Randy R. Gainey.  Sage Publications.
Canvas site-syllabus, writing guidelines, assignments, quizzes, discussions, study guides, and additional readings arranged by week are all available here
Course Policies and Environment: 

· The best way to have my undivided attention is to pop by my office for a cup of tea or make an appointment to chat.  If you contact me via email, you MUST put “socy 1004” in the subject line so that I can identify your emails and respond to them in a timely manner.   If you do not use this subject line, I cannot guarantee a response to your email.  I get lots of spam and non-critical emails, and your email may be inadvertently deleted if I cannot identify it by the subject line. Note that I do not check email in the evenings or on weekends, so an email sent on Friday may not receive a response until Monday.  If you need an urgent response, you should talk to me after class and/or check the course website on canvas to see if what you need is available there.
· You are responsible for material and announcements presented during all classroom meetings.  It is your responsibility to get missed notes and updates from fellow students-NOT the instructor.   If a due date or other administrative changes are announced, that will supersede the “tentative schedule” found in this syllabus. Class cancellations, office hour changes and other important announcements are made in email and class whenever possible, please make sure you are checking email regularly for such announcements.
· Please do not arrive late or leave early or begin to pack up prior to the end of lecture or discussion.  This inhibits other students’ ability to hear and understand the material.

· Please turn off cell phone ringers, and avoid engaging in side talking, reading, sleeping, texting, or surfing while in class. This is disrespectful of other students and instructors and disruptive to the learning community.  If I notice you doing any of these things the possible reactions range from polite requests to cease to light public ridicule to being asked to leave the room.   If you must use a laptop or other technology during class, please sit in the tech designated zone of the classroom.
· No early or late exams will be given other than on the day of the exam.  If you know you will be unable to take an exam on the day scheduled for any reason (religious, university event, or any other reason), please let me know as soon as possible to arrange for the essay makeup or other alternative.  If you miss an exam, you have 24 hours to inform your instructor and then you will be given a take-home essay exam that typically takes 8-10 hours to complete.  If you do not inform your instructor within 24 hours of missing an exam you will be given a zero for that score.  It is in your best interest to be at scheduled exams.  Please check the syllabus now to determine if there are any conflicts you need to discuss with me.

· Late papers and assignments are not accepted. Exceptions to this policy may be granted for unforeseen and emergency circumstances and carry a point penalty.  

· If you have any schedule conflicts with the final exam, please let your instructor know by Thursday, November 15.  If you have time conflicts with other tests, due dates, or known absences let me know by e-mail as soon as possible.

· Please keep all returned exams (and other returned work) in the event that you have a grade dispute at the end of the semester.  If your calculation of your grade does not match our records, it is your responsibility to provide proof of graded work. 
· Accommodation for Disabilities--If you qualify for accommodations because of a disability, please submit your accommodation letter from Disability Services to your faculty member in a timely manner so that your needs can be addressed.  Disability Services determines accommodations based on documented disabilities in the academic environment.  Information on requesting accommodations is located on the Disability Services website (www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices/students).  Contact Disability Services at 303-492-8671 or dsinfo@colorado.edu for further assistance.  If you have a temporary medical condition or injury, see Temporary Medical Conditions under the Students tab on the Disability Services website and discuss your needs with your professor.
· Religious Holidays--Campus policy regarding religious observances requires that faculty make every effort to deal reasonably and fairly with all students who, because of religious obligations, have conflicts with scheduled exams, assignments or required attendance.  In this class, I make every effort to avoid conflicts with known religious holidays.  In the event of an unavoidable conflict due dates may be adjusted for assignments and a make-up exam will be given if there is a conflict with a scheduled exam. See the campus policy regarding religious observances for full details.
· Classroom Behavior--Students and faculty each have responsibility for maintaining an appropriate learning environment. Those who fail to adhere to such behavioral standards may be subject to discipline. Professional courtesy and sensitivity are especially important with respect to individuals and topics dealing with race, color, national origin, sex, pregnancy, age, disability, creed, religion, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, veteran status, political affiliation or political philosophy.  Class rosters are provided to the instructor with the student's legal name, if you would like to be addressed by another name, please let me know as early as possible.  I use gender neutral pronouns by default.  If you wish to be addressed in another way, please let me know as soon as possible.  For more information, see the policies on classroom behavior and the Student Code of Conduct.
· Sexual Misconduct, Discrimination, Harassment and/or Related Retaliation-- The University of Colorado Boulder (CU Boulder) is committed to fostering a positive and welcoming learning, working, and living environment. CU Boulder will not tolerate acts of sexual misconduct (including sexual assault, exploitation, harassment, dating or domestic violence, and stalking), discrimination, and harassment by members of our community. Individuals who believe they have been subject to misconduct or retaliatory actions for reporting a concern should contact the Office of Institutional Equity and Compliance (OIEC) at 303-492-2127 or cureport@colorado.edu. Information about the OIEC, university policies, anonymous reporting, and the campus resources can be found on the OIEC website website.  

· Please know that faculty and instructors have a responsibility to inform OIEC when made aware of incidents of sexual misconduct, discrimination, harassment and/or related retaliation, to ensure that individuals impacted receive information about options for reporting and support resources.
· Honor Code-All students enrolled in a University of Colorado Boulder course are responsible for knowing and adhering to the academic integrity policy. Violations of the policy may include: plagiarism, cheating, fabrication, lying, bribery, threat, unauthorized access to academic materials, clicker/attendance fraud, resubmission, and aiding academic dishonesty. All incidents of academic misconduct will be reported to the Honor Code Council (honor@colorado.edu; 303-735-2273). Students who are found responsible for violating the academic integrity policy will be subject to nonacademic sanctions from the Honor Code Council as well as academic sanctions from the faculty member. Additional information regarding the academic integrity policy can be found at the Honor Code Office website. 
· Statement regarding expectations of confidentiality and disclosure--In my role as instructor I am considered a “mandatory reporter.” For more on what this means and resources available to you if you feel you may have experienced harassment, discrimination, or other threatening behaviors or situations please see  http://cuvictimassistance.com/issues/mandatory-reporting-policy-at-cu-boulder  However, I am also a legally ordained member of the clergy.  If you wish to bring up anything in conversation with me not related to course material, please let me know if you’d like to discuss this with me in my role as ordained clergy rather than as course instructor.
CLASS PARTICIPATION

Your participation in class discussion is encouraged.  It really is only as interesting as you make it.  You are welcome to ask questions at any time or make connections between material and other issues or current events.  If something is interesting and important to the class, I do not mind getting off the subject.  I do ask that we do our best to maintain an atmosphere of true inquiry where we engage ideas and events and opinions in an attempt to understand more deeply ourselves, our world, and others.  In this class, we will most assuredly express strong opinions and argue over some points.  We may question ideas, evaluate knowledge claims, or critically evaluate behavior or policy but we will not disparage people.  No one should be made to feel as if they are being attacked personally over something they express in class.  

You can respect other students by listening attentively when they are speaking, not rudely interrupting anyone speaking, and by speaking with the intention of deepening your understanding and sharing your insights and feelings about what is important to you.   You are encouraged to say whatever is there for you to say, being responsible for the effect your words have on others.  As a theme in this class we will be discussing how words are social actions themselves, products and tools that both enforce and are reflective of existing power and privilege inequities. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES
Learn about the sociological and social constructionist perspectives on deviance, power, and social control

· Learn the terminology, concepts, and theories that allow us to understand and explain human behavior from these perspectives.
Acquire and enhance your sociological imagination, giving you deeper understanding and power to choose in your social world.

· the ability to see the individual in social context, the intersection between history and biography, and to distinguish between personal troubles and public issues gives power and freedom in making life choices and acting from a deep understanding of the world we live in.  Part of this will involve looking at how definitions and responses to deviance can be used to perpetuate inequality and how we might organize our social world in a more inclusive way that actually leverages the benefits (while also acknowledging the challenges) of a diverse society (diversity of ideas, practices, and life experiences especially).
Get practical “professional” benefits--develop skills that will assist in your success in University life and beyond

· Demonstrate the accomplishment of the above insights on exams, assignments, and in class discussions according to academic style and standards.  This gives us the opportunity to evaluate your integration of material on several levels, and you learn, among other things, how to play the game you are in the midst of called University degree seeker.
General Tips for success in this or other classes:

· Attend on a regular basis.  If you miss a discussion you will be at a different place than the rest of the class regarding common understandings.  In sociology we study group dynamics and how groups work…this is one of those principles: reality is an ongoing creation of groups; if you miss out on part of that process you have a different reality and may be missing something important in future discussions that build upon previously agreed upon realities.

· Stay present and engaged in class.  One way to do this is keep up with readings and assignments.  Try on the idea that how class discussions go is your responsibility—not mine, not the people around you.  Generate interesting discussions based on your thoughtful consideration of readings and observations of life.  If you are bored, start a discussion that interests you.
· Take notes by hand if at all possible unless you know you need.  The research is overwhelming at this point.  Laptops (especially when connected to internet) do NOT facilitate learning or remembering material.

· Put your phone away.  Even checking it once in class is correlated with lower grades (as per self reports and grade correlations).  
· Get some value out of every class and every aspect of class.  You can insure a positive experience by adhering to the following principles-

· Speak your mind responsibly.  This means knowing your words have consequences.  Be willing to own that and choose how you speak.  

· If you have a question, ask. If you have a concern or suggestion, share it. 

· If I or another student have upset, offended, or misunderstood you in any way, let me/us know in whatever manner you feel safe doing so.

· Know what you need to do to accomplish what you want and either do it or change your goal or chose not to take this course.  

· Ask for help if you are not doing as well as you’d like or don’t understand something.  

· After each reading, assignment, and class, you may want to make a mental or written note about what you did get out of it and perhaps even what you want to communicate with me or the whole class that would have the next meeting or assignment go even better.

· Stay in communication!  This may look like raising your hand and telling me you checked out for the last half hour of discussion but have something to contribute or ask or even just that you are back in the game.  This may look like e-mailing or calling while doing your reading and thinking of a question or needing further clarification (I’ll likely take up that question in class for the benefit of all of us).  It may look like firing off an e-mail (you can do this anonymously) to me if you need to express something and are concerned about how I’ll take it.  This definitely looks like letting me know what’s up with you if you have to leave class early, arrive late, miss more than one class at a time, or have other life situations that will affect your participation in this class or you think I should know about.  

Evaluation Components
Tests: 3 exams.  They are weighted more heavily as the semester progresses so if you improve, it will be reflected in your grade (40 pts, 60 pts, 80 pts).  The third exam will build upon material throughout the semester and be cumulative in content.  There are no early or late exams.  If you miss an exam unexpectedly, you must contact your instructor by e-mail within 24 hours or you will be given a zero for that score.  If you cannot take a test on the day it is scheduled, you will be given an out of class essay exam that predictably takes 8-12 hours to complete and will be due 3 days after the scheduled exam.  

Recitation: See recitation syllabus for specifics.  Your Teaching Assistant is the boss of these points.  
Writing: See paper descriptions on Canvas for more details.

Participation: There will be some points accorded for being in your seat and engaged and participating in lecture class times.  You start out with zero participation points and must be here to earn the points that will be offered.
Point Distribution:

Tests


180

Grading follows a standard % cut-off for letter grades.

Writing


  50
   
I don’t curve tests or final scores.  I have found that this

Recitation

  50

actually works out to students’ advantage.

participation
 
  20




 

Total


300


You are strongly encouraged to come discuss/argue test questions, grades, pedagogy, or whatever.  This has the dual benefit of improving your argument and communication skills and may even earn you extra points. If you want to discuss my reasoning, methods, or any other aspect of class or life please come see me.
TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE-SUBJECT TO CHANGES ANNOUNCED IN CLASS-
DSC=textbook Deviance and Social Control  assigned chapters by number and short reading after chapter assigned by number.  Any other readings will be on Canvas site listed here by title
For your own benefit and the liveliness of discussion please have the readings completed before the first class meeting of the week they are assigned.  

Week One 8/28- 

Introduction to sociological perspective and defining deviance
Read –syllabus, tips for reading, test taking, and writing guidelines, DSC chapter 1 and reading 3
Week Two 9/4- 

Types of deviance and researching deviance
Read –DSC chapters 2 and 3 and readings 6 and 7
Week Three 9/11-

Social Control –Paper One due Friday, Sept 14 by 5pm
Read–DSC chapter 11 and Canvas Social Control readings 1 and 2
Week Four 9/18- 

wrap and test one in class Thursday, Sept 20 bring #2 pencil and id#
Read-Study Guide on Canvas
Week Five 9/25-

Theories: Structural Functionalism and Strain Theories
Read-DSC chapter 4 and Canvas reading on Academic Strain and Stimulant Abuse
Week Six 10/2-

Social Disorganization Theories





Read-DSC chapter 5 and reading 13 and Canvas reading and  link on 
Broken Windows Policing (2 readings on Canvas)
Week Seven 10/9- 

Marxist and Conflict Theories




Read–DSC chapter 9, reading 26, and 

Canvas reading OSS Simple Sabotage Manual 
Week Eight 10/16-

Critical Theories 




Read–DSC chapter 10 and reading 29 and Canvas reading on




Exploitation and Cultural Appropriation
Week Nine 10/23- 

wrap and test 2 Thursday, 10/25 bring #2 pencil and id




Read- study guide
Week Ten 10/30- 

Constructing Deviance: Moral Campaigns and Panics




Read-Canvas readings on Moral Entrepreneurs and Moral Campaign
Week Eleven 11/6- 

Differential Association and Social Learning Theories




Read-DSC chapter 6 and reading 17
Week Twelve 11/13- 
Control Theories 




Read-DSC chapter 7 and reading 21
Fall Break

Week Thirteen11/27 
Labeling Theory




Read –DSC chapter 8 and reading 23
Week Fourteen 12/4

Deviant Careers



Read- DSC chapter12 and Canvas reading “Drifting into Drug Dealing”
Week Fifteen 12/11

Global Perspectives and wrap




Read –DSC chapter 13 and reading on Canvas 

5
5

