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Deviance, Law, and Social Control Comprehensive Exam Reading List 

Classical and Foundational Works 

1. Durkheim, Emile. 1973. “Two Laws of Penal Evolution.” Economy and Society 2(3):285-308. 
(Original work published 1899-1900 in Année Sociologique vol. 4) 

2. Weber, Max. 1946. “Bureaucracy.” In From Max Weber: Essays in Sociology, translated and edited 
by H. H. Gerth and C. Wright Mills. Oxford University Press. 

3. Goffman, Erving. 1961. “On the Characteristics of Total Institutions.” In Asylums: Essays on the 
Social Situation of Mental Patients and Other Inmates. Anchor Books. 

4. Becker, Howard S. 1963. Outsiders: Studies in the Sociology of Deviance. Free Press. 
5. Chambliss, William J. 1964. “A Sociological Analysis of the Law of Vagrancy.” Social Problems 

12(1):67-77. 
6. Blalock, Hubert M. 1967. Toward a Theory of Minority-Group Relations. Wiley. 
7. Tittle, Charles R. 1969. “Crime Rates and Legal Sanctions.” Social Problems 16(4):409-423. 
8. Quinney, Robert. 1970. The Social Reality of Crime. Transaction. 
9. Blumer, Herbert. 1971. “Social Problems as Collective Behavior.” Social Problems 18(3):298-306. 
10. Cohen, Stanley. 2002. Folk Devils and Moral Panics: The Creation of the Mods and the Rockers (3rd 

ed.). Routledge. (Original work published 1972). 
11. Black, Donald J. 1973. “The Mobilization of Law.” The Journal of Legal Studies 2(1):125-149. 
12. Foucault, Michel. 1977. Discipline & Punish: The Birth of the Prison. Vintage Books. 

Evolution of Punishment and Carceral Institutions 

1. Platt, Anthony M. 1969. “The Rise of the Child-Saving Movement: A Study in Social Policy and 
Correctional Reform.” The ANNALS of the American Academy of Political and Social Science 
381(1):21-38. 

2. Rothman, David J. 1971. The Discovery of the Asylum: Social Order and Disorder in the New 
Republic. Little, Brown. 

3. Rothman, David J. 1980. Conscience and Convenience: The Asylum and Its Alternatives in 
Progressive America. Little, Brown. 

4. Feeley, Malcolm M. and Jonathan Simon. 1992. “The New Penology: Notes on the Emerging 
Strategy of Corrections and Its Implications.” Criminology 30(4):449-474. 

5. Feeley, Malcolm. 2002. “Entrepreneurs of Punishment: The Legacy of Privatization.” Punishment & 
Society 4(3):321-344. 

6. Simon, Jonathan. 2007. Governing Through Crime: How the War on Crime Transformed American 
Democracy and Created a Culture of Fear. Oxford University Press. 

7. Wacquant, Loïc. 2009. Punishing the Poor: The Neoliberal Government of Social Insecurity. Duke 
University Press. 

8. Campbell, Michael C., and Heather Schoenfeld. 2013. “The Transformation of America’s Penal 
Order: A Historized Political Sociology of Punishment.” American Journal of Sociology 118(5):1375-
1423. 

Efficacy of Punishment and Penal Reform 

1. Cullen, Francis T. 2005. “The Twelve People Who Saved Rehabilitation: How the Science of 
Criminology Made a Difference: The American Society of Criminology 2004 Presidential Address.” 
Criminology 43(1):1-42. 

2. Tonry, Michael. 2016. “Equality and Human Dignity: The Missing Ingredients in American 
Sentencing.” Crime and Justice 45:459-496. 
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3. Garland, David. 2018. “Theoretical Advances and Problems in the Sociology of Punishment.” 
Punishment & Society 20(1):8-33. 

4. Beckett, Katherine. 2018. “The Politics, Promise, and Peril of Criminal Justice Reform in the Context 
of Mass Incarceration.” Annual Review of Criminology 1(1):235-259. 

5. Motz, Ryan T., J. C. Barnes, Avshalom Caspi, Louise Arseneault, Francis T. Cullen, Renate Houts, 
Jasmin Wertz, and Terrie E. Moffitt. 2020. “Does Contact with the Justice System Deter or Promote 
Future Delinquency? Results from a Longitudinal Study of British Adolescent Twins.” Criminology 
58(2):292-322. 

6. Cullen, Francis T., Leah C. Butler, and Amanda Graham. 2021. “Racial Attitudes and Criminal 
Justice Policy.” Crime and Justice 50:163-245. 

7. Petrich, Damon M., Travis C. Pratt, Cheryl Lero Jonson, and Francis T. Cullen. 2021. “Custodial 
Sanctions and Reoffending: A Meta-Analytic Review.” Crime and Justice 50:353-424. 

8. Garland, David. 2023. “The Current Crisis of American Criminal Justice: A Structural Analysis.” 
Annual Review of Criminology 6:43-63. 

Origins and Dynamics of Mass Incarceration 

1. Alexander, Michelle. 2010. The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness. 
The New Press. 

2. Western, Bruce and Becky Pettit. 2010. “Incarceration & Social Inequality.” Daedalus 139(3):8-19. 
3. Hinton, Elizabeth. 2015. “‘A War Within our Own Boundaries’: Lyndon Johnson’s Great Society and 

the Rise of the Carceral State.” The Journal of American History 102(1):100-112. 
4. Clegg, John and Adaner Usmani. 2019. “The Economic Origins of Mass Incarceration.” Catalyst: A 

Journal of Theory and Strategy 3(3):1-56. 
5. Beckett, Katherine and Megan Ming Francis. 2020. “The Origins of Mass Incarceration: The Racial 

Politics of Crime and Punishment in the Post-Civil Rights Era.” Annual Review of Law and Social 
Science 16:433-452. 

6. Muller, Christopher. 2021. “Exclusion and Exploitation: The Incarceration of Black Americans from 
Slavery to the Present.” Science 374(6565):282-286. 

Policing and Social Control 

1. Wilson, James Q., and George L. Kelling. 1989. “Making Neighborhoods Safe: Sometimes ‘Fixing 
Broken Windows’ Does More to Reduce Crime than Conventional ‘Incident-Oriented’ Policing.” The 
Atlantic Monthly 263(2):46-53. 

2. Stults, Brian J. and Eric P. Baumer. 2007. “Racial Context and Police Force Size: Evaluating the 
Empirical Validity of the Minority Threat Perspective.” American Journal of Sociology 113(2):507-
546. 

3. Desmond, Matthew and Nicol Valdez. 2013. “Unpolicing the Urban Poor: Consequences of Third-
Party Policing for Inner-City Women.” American Sociological Review 78(1):117-141. 

4. Pickett, Justin T. 2016. “On the Social Foundations for Crimmigration: Latino Threat and Support for 
Expanded Police Powers.” Journal of Quantitative Criminology 32:103-132. 

5. Weisburd, David, Malay K. Majmundar, Hassan Aden, Anthony A. Braga, Jim Bueermann, Philip J. 
Cook, Phillip Atiba Goff et al. 2017. Proactive Policing: Effects on Crime, Communities, and Civil 
Liberties in the United States. National Academies Press. 

6. Braga, Anthony A., David Weisburd, and Brandon Turchan. 2018. “Focused Deterrence Strategies 
and Crime Control: An Updated Systematic Review and Meta‐Analysis of the Empirical Evidence.” 
Criminology & Public Policy 17(1):205-250. 
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7. Edwards, Frank, Hedwig Lee, and Michael Esposito. 2019. “Risk of Being Killed by Police Use of 
Force in the United States by Age, Race-Ethnicity, and Sex.” Proceedings of the National Academy of 
Sciences 116(34):16793-16798. 

8. Peyton, Kyle, Michael Sierra-Arévalo, and David G. Rand. 2019. “A Field Experiment on 
Community Policing and Police Legitimacy.” Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences 
116(40):19894-19898. 

9. Lum, Cynthia. 2021. “Perspectives on Policing.” Annual Review of Criminology 4:269-290. 
10. Sierra-Arévalo, Michael. 2021. “American Policing and the Danger Imperative.” Law & Society 

Review 55(1):70-103. 
11. Hinton, Elizabeth. 2021. America on Fire: The Untold History of Police Violence and Black 

Rebellion Since the 1960s. Liveright Publishing. 
12. Meares, Tracey L. 2022. “Trust & Models of Policing.” Daedalus 151(4):161-176. 
13. Nix, Justin, Jessica Huff, Scott E. Wolfe, David C. Pyrooz, and Scott M. Mourtgos. 2024. “When 

Police Pull Back: Neighborhood‐level Effects of De‐policing on Violent and Property Crime, a 
Research Note.” Criminology 62(1):156-171. 

14. Sampson, Robert J., and Roland Neil. 2024. “The Social Foundations of Racial Inequalities in Arrest 
over the Life Course and in Changing Times.” Criminology 62(2):177-204. 

Courts, Sentencing, and Legal Inequality 

1. Albonetti, Celesta A. 1997. “Sentencing under the Federal Sentencing Guidelines: Effects of 
Defendant Characteristics, Guilty Pleas, and Departures on Sentence Outcomes for Drug Offenses, 
1991-1992.” Law and Society Review 31(4):789-822. 

2. Steffensmeier, Darrell, Jeffery Ulmer, and John Kramer. 1998. “The Interaction of Race, Gender, and 
Age in Criminal Sentencing: The Punishment Cost of Being Young, Black, and Male.” Criminology 
36(4):763-798. 

3. Spohn, Cassia, Dawn Beichner, and Erika Davis-Frenzel. 2001. “Prosecutorial Justifications for 
Sexual Assault Case Rejection: Guarding the ‘Gateway to Justice’.” Social Problems 48(2):206-235. 

4. Light, Michael T., Michael Massoglia, and Ryan D. King. 2014. “Citizenship and Punishment: The 
Salience of National Membership in US Criminal Courts.” American Sociological Review 79(5):825-
847. 

5. Clair, Matthew and Alix S. Winter. 2016. “How Judges Think about Racial Disparities: Situational 
Decision‐Making in the Criminal Justice System.” Criminology 54(2):332-359. 

6. King, Ryan D., and Brian D. Johnson. 2016. “A Punishing Look: Skin Tone and Afrocentric Features 
in the Halls of Justice.” American Journal of Sociology 122(1):90-124. 

7. Skeem, Jennifer, John Monahan, and Christopher Lowenkamp. 2016. “Gender, Risk Assessment, and 
Sanctioning: The Cost of Treating Women Like Men.” Law and Human Behavior 40:580-593. 

8. Van Cleve, Nicole Gonzalez. 2016. Crook County: Racism and Injustice in America’s Largest 
Criminal Court. Stanford University Press. 

9. Kurlychek, Megan C., and Brian D. Johnson. 2019. “Cumulative Disadvantage in the American 
Criminal Justice System.” Annual Review of Criminology 2(1):291-319. 

10. Light, Michael T. 2022. “The Declining Significance of Race in Criminal Sentencing: Evidence from 
US Federal Courts.” Social Forces 100(3):1110-1141. 

Prison Life and Carceral Practices 

1. Sykes, Gresham M. 1958. The Society of Captives: A Study of a Maximum Security Prison. Princeton 
University Press. 

2. Marquart, James W. 1986. “Prison Guards and the Use of Physical Coercion as a Mechanism of 
Prisoner Control.” Criminology 24(2):347-366. 
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3. Crewe, Ben. 2011. “Depth, Weight, Tightness: Revisiting the Pains of Imprisonment.” Punishment & 
Society 13(5):509-529. 

4. Walker, Michael L. 2016. “Race Making in a Penal Institution.” American Journal of Sociology 
121(4):1051-1078. 

5. Kreager, Derek A. and Candace Kruttschnitt. 2018. “Inmate Society in the Era of Mass 
Incarceration.” Annual Review of Criminology 1:261-283. 

6. Wildeman, Christopher and Lars H. Andersen. 2020. “Long‐term Consequences of Being Placed in 
Disciplinary Segregation.” Criminology 58(3):423-453. 

7. Pyrooz, David C. 2022. “The Prison and the Gang.” Crime and Justice 51:459-504. 
8. Simes, Jessica T., Bruce Western, and Amanda Lee. 2022. “Mental Health Disparities in Solitary 

Confinement.” Criminology 60(3):538-575. 
9. Reich, Adam D. 2024. “From Hard Labor to Market Discipline: The Political Economy of Prison 

Work, 1974 to 2022.” American Sociological Review 89(1):126-158. 

Gender and Punishment 

1. Rafter, Nicole Hahn. 1983. “Prisons for Women, 1790-1980.” Crime and Justice 5:129-181. 
2. Gaarder, Emily, Nancy Rodriguez, and Marjorie S. Zatz. 2004. “Criers, Liars, and Manipulators: 

Probation Officers’ Views of Girls.” Justice Quarterly 21(3):547-578. 
3. Wun, Connie. 2016. “Against Captivity: Black Girls and School Discipline Policies in the Afterlife of 

Slavery.” Educational Policy 30(1):171-196. 
4. Heimer, Karen, Sarah E. Malone, and Stacy De Coster. 2023. “Trends in Women’s Incarceration 

Rates in US Prisons and Jails: A Tale of Inequalities.” Annual Review of Criminology 6:85-106. 
5. Tasca, Melinda, Emily A. Orrick, and H. Daniel Butler. 2024. “Assessing Gender Differences in 

Prison Rule Enforcement: A Focus on Defiance.” Justice Quarterly 41(5):699-718. 
6. Jenness, Valerie and Alison Rowland. 2024. “The Structure and Operation of the Transgender 

Criminal Legal System Nexus in the United States: Inequalities, Administrative Violence, and 
Injustice at Every Turn.” Annual Review of Criminology 7(1):283-309. 

Surveillance and Extended Control 

1. Kupchik, Aaron and Torin Monahan. 2006. “The New American School: Preparation for Post-
Industrial Discipline.” British Journal of Sociology of Education 27(5):617-631. 

2. Kohler-Hausmann, Issa. 2013. “Misdemeanor Justice: Control without Conviction.” American 
Journal of Sociology 119(2):351-393. 

3. Fong, Kelley. 2020. “Getting Eyes in the Home: Child Protective Services Investigations and State 
Surveillance of Family Life.” American Sociological Review 85(4):610-638. 

4. Lageson, Sarah E. 2022. “Criminal Record Stigma and Surveillance in the Digital Age.” Annual 
Review of Criminology 5:67-90. 

5. Phelps, Michelle S. and Ebony L. Ruhland. 2022. “Governing Marginality: Coercion and Care in 
Probation.” Social Problems 69(3):799-816. 

Collateral Consequences  

1. Rose, Dina R. and Todd R. Clear. 1998. “Incarceration, Social Capital, and Crime: Implications for 
Social Disorganization Theory.” Criminology 36(3):441-480. 

2. Pager, Devah. 2003. “The Mark of a Criminal Record.” American Journal of Sociology 108(5):937-
975. 

3. Foster, Holly and John Hagan. 2007. “Incarceration and Intergenerational Social Exclusion.” Social 
Problems 54(4):399-433. 
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4. Turanovic, Jillian J., Nancy Rodriguez, and Travis C. Pratt. 2012. “The Collateral Consequences of 
Incarceration Revisited: A Qualitative Analysis of the Effects on Caregivers of Children of 
Incarcerated Parents.” Criminology 50(4):913-959. 

5. Sugie, Naomi F., and Kristin Turney. 2017. “Beyond Incarceration: Criminal Justice Contact and 
Mental Health.” American Sociological Review 82(6):1202-1233. 

6. Kirk, David S. and Sara Wakefield. 2018. “Collateral Consequences of Punishment: A Critical 
Review and Path Forward.” Annual Review of Criminology 1:171-194. 

7. DeMarco, Lauren M. 2023. “Criminal Record Stigma, Race, and Neighborhood Inequality.” 
Criminology 61(4):705-730. 

8. Western, Bruce and David J. Harding. 2022. “Careers in Criminalization: Reentry, Recidivism, and 
Repeated Incarceration.” Crime and Justice 51(1):435-469. 

9. Bryan, Brielle. 2023. “Housing Instability Following Felony Conviction and Incarceration: 
Disentangling Being Marked from Being Locked Up.” Journal of Quantitative Criminology 
39(4):833-874. 

10. Hwang, Kyungho John and Damon J. Phillips. 2024. “Entrepreneurship as a Response to Labor 
Market Discrimination for Formerly Incarcerated People.” American Journal of Sociology 130(1):88-
146. 

*Note: This list is intended to serve as a baseline guide. Students should supplement with additional 
readings for specific topic areas of interest, with their advisor’s approval. 

 


