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Men & Masculinities, Gender, LGBTQ Studies, Virtual Research Methods, Qualitative Research 
Methods 
 
THESIS: “Discreet Only: An Exploration of Discreet Practices on Grindr in a Mississippi 
Town.” 
 
Abstract: This research, drawing from a content analysis of 420 Grindr profiles and 13 in-depth 
qualitative interviews with out, gay and bisexual men, examines discreet practices and how out 
gay and bisexual men navigate them on Grindr, a smartphone-dating app. I define discreet 
practices as the visual and linguistic patterns cultivated on Grindr through interaction and profile 
construction that reproduce the closet. The content analysis revealed specific visual and 
linguistic patterns that helped users assert their legitimacy as discreet. Visual practices of discreet 
follow three distinct patterns: the use of a blank, shirtless, and clothed headless torso profile, all 
of which bolster a sense of confidentiality. The latter two profiles communicate maleness 
directly through the emphasis placed on the male body, while the blank profile does not. To 
compensate for a lack of visual proof of maleness, blank profiles employ the use of specific 
language that evokes typically masculine coded activities and speech, like hunting and using the 
words “dude” and “buddy.” Interviewees discussed how they have learned to navigate and 
strategically deploy discreet practices on Grindr in order to compensate for their non-discreet 
presentation (i.e. the use of a face picture, use of feminize language). When Grindr users “do 
discreet” they are participating in practices that stabilize hetero-masculine performances in a 
queer space. These practices also reify stereotypical masculine tropes that perpetuate gender and 
sexual oppression by discursively defining the parameters of acceptable gender expression.  
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2017 Whalen, Ian M. “Exploring Discreet Practices on Grindr and the Queering of 

Heterosexuality.” Wake Forest University. October 27. Invited Lecture, via Skype.   
 
2017  Whalen, Ian M. “‘Discreet is so Annoying’: Grindr, Discretion and Navigating the Closet 

in a Mississippi College Town.” Session Paper Presentation. Southern Sociological 
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PI: Dr. James Thomas.  
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