
Fall 2021

Leveraging the Research & Innovation Office 
to Accelerate Faculty Success



Who is in the (Zoom) room?

Name
Department
Previous Institutional affiliation
Last thing you binged watched 
and was it worth it?



Office of Contracts & 
Grants (OCG)

Office of Research 
Integrity (ORI) or 
Compliance

Office of Industry and 
Foundation Relations 
(IFR)

Venture Partners

Office of Postdoctoral 
Affairs (OPA)

RIO Sub-units

Office of Animal 
Resources (OAR)

Research 
Development Team

Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship 



Grand Challenge

Initiatives

Research Institutes & Research Centers

• Alliance for Technology, Learning & Society 
(ATLAS)

• BioFrontiers Institute
• Cooperative Institute for Research in 

Environmental Sciences (CIRES)
• Institute for Behavioral Genetics (IBG)
• Institute of Arctic & Alpine Research (INSTAAR)
• Institute of Behavioral Science (IBS)
• Institute of Cognitive Science (ICS)

• JILA
• Laboratory for Atmospheric & Space Physics 

(LASP)
• Renewable and Sustainable Energy Institute 

(RASEI)
• University of Colorado Museum of Natural 

History
• Renée Crown Wellness Institute
• 75+ Research Centers

AB Nexus

https://www.colorado.edu/grandchallenge/
https://www.colorado.edu/research/research-institutes
https://www.colorado.edu/research/research-centers
https://www.cu.edu/ab-nexus


https://www.colorado.edu/researchinnovation/development


FUNDING

Limited 
Submission 

Funding 
Opportunities

RIO Seed 
Grant

Core Facility 
Assistance 

Grant

RIO Advocacy, 
Conference 
and Travel 

Grants
RIO Bulletin

CU Internal 
Funding 

Opportunities

AB Nexus



RIO Bulletin

http://www.cvent.com/events/subscribe-research-innovation-office-bulletin/event-summary-aa9cce87dd1047f595b4f4beb92a766f.aspx
https://www.colorado.edu/researchinnovation/research-innovation-office-bulletin


Timeline
Competition Opens: October

Workshop: November 10 
(RSVP required via RIO 

website)

Deadline: Mid-Late January

Panel Reviews: February –
March

Grantees Announced: late 
March – early April

Research & Innovation Seed Grant
• $50,000 each (approx. $1 million available 

annually)
• Since 2006, more than $12.5 million has been 

awarded to 302 faculty
• Purpose: stimulate new and exciting research, 

scholarship, and creative work
• Funding Priorities:

(a) interdisciplinary collaboration
(b) payoffs: future funding OR scholarly / artistic 

impact
• Sign up to review to position yourself for success

Categories/Review Panels
• Arts & Humanities
• Basic Physical Sciences
• Biomedical Sciences
• Engineering & Applied Sciences
• Grand Challenge
• Geological & Environmental Sciences
• Social Sciences & Professional Schools

“The seed grant was instrumental in developing the preliminary 
data for a grant submitted to the NIH.  This grant was recently 

funded.” –Loren Hough (Physics)

“Seed Grant support has transformed my research by allowing me 
to take on the risk of an entirely new direction. This work has only 
just begun to pay off in terms of invited talks, grants, and papers.” 
–Corrie Detweiler (Molecular, Cellular and Developmental Biology)

https://www.colorado.edu/researchinnovation/fundingawards/innovative-seed-grant-program
https://cuboulder.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_6rLsHHB377J8x9j


AB Nexus
• $50K (new partnership) and $125K (existing partnership) grants to expand 

collaboration between the CU Anschutz and CU Boulder campuses
• Identify areas of collaboration in biosciences, biochemistry, engineering, 

arts and sciences, pharmacology and immunology, public health, mental 
health and other areas

• Remove existing barriers in administrative processes and promote 
connectivity

• Drive innovation and research breakthroughs, pursue competitive 
awards

• Deadline: September 24

“The seed grant was instrumental in developing the preliminary 
data for a grant submitted to the NI.  This grant was recently 

funded.” –Loren Hough (Physics)

“Seed Grant support has transformed my research by allowing me 
to take on the risk of an entirely new direction. This work has only 
just begun to pay off in terms of invited talks, grants, and papers.” 
–Corrie Detweiler (Molecular, Cellular and Developmental Biology)

https://www.cu.edu/ab-nexus/opportunities-funding


Shared Instrumentation 
Network Funding

• CU Boulder Core Facility Assistance Grant 
Program (CFAG) 
Improve operations, safety, visibility and increase 

remote accessibility of cores. 
Acquire, repair and upgrade instrumentation.
Deadline: mid-March

• Core Facility Voucher Program 
Assists faculty in gathering new or additional data for 

grant applications (new and enhanced resubmissions)
For addressing concerns from peer reviewers on a 

submitted manuscript for publication
Rolling Deadline

https://www.colorado.edu/sharedinstrumentation/cu-boulder-core-facility-assistance-grant-program-cfag-fy21
https://www.colorado.edu/sharedinstrumentation/core-facility-voucher-program


RIO Faculty Conference Awards
• Partial support for organizing in-

person and virtual conferences that 
promote and encourage the 
research, scholarship, and creative 
work of CU Boulder faculty

• Rolling deadline, One-time or initial 
events (not established and/or 
annual events)

• Eligibility: 
• Faculty holding at least one-half 

time, tenured, or tenure track 
appointment.

• Rostered instructors on continuing 
funds may apply.

• Basis of Awards:
• Benefits of the conference to CU 

Boulder campus, faculty, and 
external research community

• Research and creative record of 
participants

• Up to $3,000; unit-level matching 
support expected 

• Allowable Expenses: 
• Honorarium and/or travel and 

expenses for participants
• Space and equipment rental
• Publicity and/or reception expenses
• Technical/special and student 

assistance
• Organizational expenses
• Costs associated with Virtual 

Conferences
• RIO encourages proposals for 

conferences that are 
interdisciplinary or promote new 
activities and new research 
connections between CU Boulder 
faculty and outside research and 
creative communities.

https://www.colorado.edu/researchinnovation/fundingawards/faculty-conference-awards


RIO Travel Grants
• Up to $1500 to visit extramural sponsors

• Government
• Foundation
• Industry
• Not scholarly or scientific meetings

• Goal: Facilitate relationships between CU Boulder faculty and funders
• Eligibility:

• Full time research faculty at CU Boulder (tenure-track professorial rank, research 
or clinical professorial rank)

• Full time staff engaged as PIs on scholarly and scientific research (e.g., curators, 
librarians)

• No limit on number of trips supported
• Priority given to those who have not received travel support in past 12 months.

• Applications accepted on rolling basis.

https://www.colorado.edu/researchinnovation/find-funding/rio-funding-opportunities/rio-travel-grants


RIO Advocacy Grants
• Up to $1000 for registration and travel for advocacy events such as National 

Humanities Advocacy, COSSA Social Science, Coalition of NSF, etc. 
• Airfare
• Lodging (2 nights maximum)
• Ground Transportation

• Goal: Facilitate relationships between CU Boulder faculty and legislators, 
policy experts and sponsors

• Eligibility:
• Full time research faculty at CU Boulder (tenure-track professorial rank, research or 

clinical professorial rank)
• Full time staff engaged as PIs on scholarly and scientific research (e.g., curators, 

librarians)

• No limit on number of trips supported
• Priority given to those who have not received advocacy support in past 12 months.

• Applications accepted on rolling basis.

https://www.colorado.edu/researchinnovation/research-development/funding/rio-funding-opportunities/rio-advocacy-grants


Limited Submission Funding Opportunities

• Required when a funder limits the number of applications that can be 
submitted by CU Boulder.

• Goal: Identify strongest project(s) with highest likelihood of securing 
funding.

• Procedures on RIO webpage
• Process:

• Publicize active opportunity through RIO Bulletin (subscribe here!) & on RIO 
webpage

• Internal application process (abbreviated version of sponsor application)
• Review process (CU Boulder faculty, previous sponsor winners, etc.)
• Notification to applicants (reviewer comments provided)
• Requirements for internal winners (submit through OCG / Advancement; cost-

share; alert RIO of outcome; provide sponsor feedback to RIO)

https://www.colorado.edu/researchinnovation/fundingawards/limited-campus-competitions
https://www.colorado.edu/researchinnovation/find-funding/limited-submission-funding-opportunities/procedures-limited-submission-funding
https://www.colorado.edu/researchinnovation/research-innovation-office-bulletin
https://www.colorado.edu/researchinnovation/fundingawards/limited-campus-competitions


Limited Submission Funding Opportunities

• Upcoming Internal Deadlines: 
• 9/27 (LOI): NSF MRSEC (materials science) 
• 10/11: Moore Inventor Fellows
• 10/18: Blavatnik National Awards for Young Scientists
• 11/8: Keck Foundation  
• 11/8: NSF Innovations in Graduate Education
• 11/15: Ralph E. Powe Junior Faculty Enhancement Awards
• 12/6: Packard Fellowship for Science and Engineering

• RIO Assistance:
• Nomination letters
• Cost-share (see policy and guidance on RIO webpage)
• Proofreading, editing proposals
• Facilitate feedback from sponsors and/or previous campus winners

https://www.colorado.edu/researchinnovation/fundingawards/limited-campus-competitions


FACULTY 
DEVELOPMENT

Research 
Funding 

Webinars

RIO Bulletin

1-on-1 Faculty 
Funding 

Consultations

RIO Faculty 
Fellows

PI Academy & 
Faculty 

Roadmap

Research 
Blitzes



https://www.colorado.edu/researchinnovation/research-development/faculty-development/principal-investigator-pi-academy
https://www.colorado.edu/researchinnovation/register-pi-academy


Research & Innovation Office 
Faculty Fellows

https://www.colorado.edu/researchinnovation/research-development/faculty-development-workshops/research-innovation-office-faculty-fellows


Fall 2021 RIO Webinar Series
• Sept. 23rd DOD 101 Science & Technology

• Sept. 30th NSF Mid-Career Advancement Writing
Program Kickoff Workshop (MCA)

• Oct. 4th Finding Funding Using SPIN

• Oct. 21st Recycling Your Proposal Using Dimensions

• Oct. 28th How to Become a Fulbright U.S. Scholar

• Nov. 3rd How to Talk to a Program Officer

• Nov.10th RIO Seed Grant Information Session

https://www.colorado.edu/researchinnovation/research-development/faculty-development-workshops/research-funding-webinars
https://www.colorado.edu/researchinnovation/lewis-burke-associates-dod-101-science-technology-webinar
https://www.colorado.edu/researchinnovation/research-development/proposal-development/rios-nsf-mid-career-advancement-writing-program-mca
https://www.colorado.edu/researchinnovation/research-development/proposal-development/rios-nsf-mid-career-advancement-writing-program-mca
https://cuboulder.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJckc-Gtqz8jGtCLFsNBLcWlhKAurT2sLu6A
https://cuboulder.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJIscu-gpjMsHdRjL94a5k9bQZy6J4q2-7qz
https://apply.iie.org/register/CUBoulder10.28
https://cuboulder.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJcvf-CqqT4uE9F4BTJruVgLjTmarKCzGRm8
https://cuboulder.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJUuceGvqjooHNUADt-bB3o-g-KFT08atoud


1-on-1 Faculty Funding Consultations 

Oct 4th Webinar: 
Learn more about funding databases available to CU Boulder 
faculty, and learn how to set up customized alerts using SPIN

Individualized Consultations are also available.

Questions? Email rioconsult@colorado.EDU

https://www.colorado.edu/researchinnovation/research-development/faculty-development-workshops/one-one-faculty-funding-consultations
https://cuboulder.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJckc-Gtqz8jGtCLFsNBLcWlhKAurT2sLu6A
mailto:rioconsult@colorado.EDU


Interactive/Hyperlinked Faculty Development Roadmap

https://www.colorado.edu/researchinnovation/sites/default/files/attached-files/rio_faculty_development_roadmap.pdf
https://www.colorado.edu/researchinnovation/sites/default/files/attached-files/rio_faculty_development_roadmap.pdf


Research Blitzes and Teaming Events
• Designated research area of emphasis 

• Research projects from across campus encouraged to 
present during blitz  and teaming events

• Learn more about ongoing campus research 

• Find collaborators

• Past Events: Big Data, Quantum, Sustainability, 
National Security, MRSEC, AB Nexus

• RIO welcomes your suggestions for future Blitz themes 
and Teaming events! 



PROPOSAL 
DEVELOPMENT

Proposal 
Writing Support

Faculty Writing 
Programs: NSF 
CAREER, NIH 

R01, A&H 
Fellowships RIO Proposal 

Development 
Webinars

Broader 
Impacts 

Network (BIN)

RIO Bulletin

STTR/SBIR



Fall 2021 Proposal Writing Webinar Series*

• Sept. 10th Planning Before You Write
• Sept. 24th Knowing Your Audience and Review Criteria
• Oct.8th Describing the Project in One Paragraph
• Oct. 22nd Writing a One Page Project Summary
• Nov. 5th Keeping the Narrative Simple
• Nov. 12th Sustaining Your Argument 

Are you considering brushing up on your grant writing skills? Are you hoping 
to demystify the grant writing or review process? Join RIO Proposal Writer 
Jim Mazzouccolo in this webinar series that will help you to identify and 
satisfy review requirements and clarify your writing. Whether you choose to 
attend each webinar or sharpen specific skills, you won’t want to miss this 
opportunity to improve your grant writing skills. 

*This series will be hosted in the 
morning, from 10:00-11:00am

https://www.colorado.edu/researchinnovation/research-development/proposal-development/proposal-writing-webinar-series
https://cuboulder.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJMuduqgrz8sGdeANDAr2MDUtXzvKIp-8mT7
https://cuboulder.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJElf-qurzsqGNxxlLYsYCFhK0UbRZpo5y_r
https://cuboulder.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJ0pc-yhqDopH9GR3QyyxbS8nj4EdSpx9eWj
https://cuboulder.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJYucOitqjsqH9wXlTvrIIR-IzrkSbyscfDF
https://cuboulder.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJIpcu2upzsrGtZtB5xSEgDOQL88d2pDCxGm
https://cuboulder.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJMpdemurTIjHtW96tzwmCutVGfUdg70j4Bt


RIO Proposal Writing Support
Based on availability, RIO staff offer proposal support for the following:

• Large-Scale, High-Dollar, Complex, Multidisciplinary federal proposals;  
• Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences Proposals – federal proposals and 

select funding opportunities offered by professional societies and institutes;
• Bioscience Proposals – single investigator and team proposals with an 

emphasis on collaborative projects between CU Boulder and CU Anschutz 
researchers;

• SBIR/STTR (Center for Translational Research): market research, industry 
analysis and strategy for teams seeking to translate inventions into startup 
enterprises.

https://www.colorado.edu/researchinnovation/research-development/proposal-development/proposal-writing-support
https://www.colorado.edu/researchinnovation/research-development/proposal-development/proposal-writing-support/proposal-support-request


• NSF CAREER Commit-to-Submit Writing 
Program:

• Individual/one-on-one writing and proposal 
development coaching

• Optional peer writing groups
• Red team reviews
• February to July 

• NSF Mid-Career Advancement Writing Program 
(MCA): 

• Individual/one-on-one writing and proposal 
development coaching

• Optional peer writing groups
• Red team reviews
• September to February with the goal of 

submitting a strong proposal by the target date.

Diane Carillo

https://www.colorado.edu/researchinnovation/research-development/proposal-development/2021-nsf-career-commit-submit-writing-program
https://www.colorado.edu/researchinnovation/research-development/proposal-development/rios-nsf-mid-career-advancement-writing-program-mca
https://www.colorado.edu/researchinnovation/people/diane-carillo


• NIH R01 Commit-to-Submit Writing Program: 
• One-on-one writing and proposal development coaching
• Series of workshops
• Peer writing groups
• January to May

Jim Mazzouccolo 

https://www.colorado.edu/researchinnovation/research-development/proposal-development/nih-r01-commit-submit-writing-program
https://www.colorado.edu/researchinnovation/jim-mazzouccolo


• Fellowship Writing Webinar Series 
ACLS, Fulbright and More: 

• Draft proposals
• participate in one peer editing 

workshop
• Optional one-on-one draft reviews
• July to September

• NEH Fellowship Writing Webinar 
Series: 

• Draft proposals
• participate in one peer editing 

workshop
• Optional one-on-one draft reviews
• January to April

Donna Axel

https://www.colorado.edu/researchinnovation/research-development/proposal-development/fellowship-writing-webinar-series-acls-fulbright-and-more
https://www.colorado.edu/researchinnovation/research-development/proposal-development/neh-fellowship-writing-webinar-series
https://www.colorado.edu/researchinnovation/donna-axel


Shared Instrumentation Network
Claudius Mundoma

• Core facilities or shared instrumentation to enable fundamental and 
applied research

• Promote interdisciplinary collaboration across departments, institutes 
and centers.

https://www.colorado.edu/sharedinstrumentation/#:%7E:text=Welcome%20to%20the%20University%20of,you%20achieve%20your%20research%20goals.
https://www.colorado.edu/researchinnovation/claudius-mundoma


Broader Impacts Network (BIN)

https://www.colorado.edu/researchinnovation/research-development/other-resources/broader-impacts-network
https://www.colorado.edu/researchinnovation/research-development/other-resources/broader-impacts-network


PROPOSAL 
DEVELOPMENT & 

OCG

Internal 
Approvals

Proposal 
Analysts

5 Business Day 
Rule – PSR 
and Budget

Proposal 
Budget 

Development

Expertise in 
Submission 

Systems

Technical 
Support with 
Proposals

OCG Forms

https://www.colorado.edu/ocg/
https://www.colorado.edu/ocg/directory
https://www.colorado.edu/ocg/node/256/attachment
https://www.colorado.edu/ocg/forms


OTHER OCG 
SUPPORT

Award 
Negotiations, 
Acceptance & 
Management

Training and 
Education

Outgoing 
Subawards

Property and 
Equipment

Reports and 
Closeout

IP, NDAs, 
MTAs, Service 
Agreements

OCG FAQs

https://www.colorado.edu/ocg/
https://www.colorado.edu/ocg/training-education
https://www.colorado.edu/ocg/frequently-asked-questions


Fall 2021 RIO Webinar Series
• Sept. 23rd DOD 101 Science & Technology

• Sept. 30th NSF Mid-Career Advancement Writing
Program Kickoff Workshop (MCA)

• Oct. 4th Finding Funding Using SPIN

• Oct. 21st Recycling Your Proposal Using Dimensions

• Oct. 28th How to Become a Fulbright U.S. Scholar

• Nov. 3rd How to Talk to a Program Officer

• Nov.10th RIO Seed Grant Information Session

Don’t forget about our Proposal Writing Series, too! 

Receive all RIO Events right to your inbox by subscribing to the RIO 
Bulletin!

https://www.colorado.edu/researchinnovation/research-development/faculty-development-workshops/research-funding-webinars
https://www.colorado.edu/researchinnovation/lewis-burke-associates-dod-101-science-technology-webinar
https://www.colorado.edu/researchinnovation/research-development/proposal-development/rios-nsf-mid-career-advancement-writing-program-mca
https://www.colorado.edu/researchinnovation/research-development/proposal-development/rios-nsf-mid-career-advancement-writing-program-mca
https://cuboulder.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJckc-Gtqz8jGtCLFsNBLcWlhKAurT2sLu6A
https://cuboulder.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJIscu-gpjMsHdRjL94a5k9bQZy6J4q2-7qz
https://apply.iie.org/register/CUBoulder10.28
https://cuboulder.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJcvf-CqqT4uE9F4BTJruVgLjTmarKCzGRm8
https://cuboulder.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJUuceGvqjooHNUADt-bB3o-g-KFT08atoud
https://www.colorado.edu/researchinnovation/research-development/proposal-development/proposal-writing-webinar-series
http://www.cvent.com/events/subscribe-research-innovation-office-bulletin/event-summary-aa9cce87dd1047f595b4f4beb92a766f.aspx
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