
  

  

RASEI  Seed  Grant  Program  for  
Collaborative  Proposal  Development  

    
•   Submission  Dates:  January  –  December  2016  
•   Award  Amounts:  $5,000.00  -  $25,000.00  
•   Purpose:  To  strengthen  collaborative  proposals  in  high  impact  scientific  and  

technical  areas  relevant  to  renewable  and  sustainable  energy  
  
To  assist  in  facilitation  of  innovative,  collaborative  research,  the  Renewable  and  Sustainable  
Energy  Institute  (RASEI)  has  set  aside  funds  to  support  collaborative  proposal  development.    
The  RASEI  Seed  Grant  Program  aims  to  assist  faculty  and  research  staff  with  development  of  
R&D  proposals  on  energy  and  sustainability  to  be  submitted  to  federal  agencies,  foundations  
and/or  industry.    The  Program  complements  the  broader  Vice  Chancellor  for  Research  2016  
Innovative  Seed  Grant  Competition.      
  
Work  conducted  under  this  Program  should  directly  enhance  the  competitiveness  of  proposals  
to  be  submitted.    Requests  for  funding  between  $5,000  and  $25,000  will  be  considered.    
Preference  will  be  given  to  applications  that  have  clearly  defined  targets  for  subsequent  R&D  
sponsorship,  such  as  an  active  or  an  anticipated  RFP  from  a  federal  agency  or  an  expression  of  
interest  from  a  potential  industry  sponsor.    Preference  will  also  be  given  to  technically  excellent  
applications  that  establish  or  expand  NREL/CUB  collaborations  and  leverage  for  competitive  
advantage  the  capabilities  and  expertise  resident  at  CUB  and  NREL.    
    
Applications  will  be  accepted  anytime  throughout  the  year  and  Seed  Grants  will  be  awarded  to  
meritorious  applicants  as  availability  of  funding  permits.    In  advance  of  preparing  your  
submission,  we  recommend  that  you  contact  RASEI  at  the  phone  number  or  email  address  
provided  below.      
    

Eligibility:  
All  University  of  Colorado-Boulder  (CUB)  faculty  members  eligible  to  serve  as  Principal  
Investigators  (PIs)  on  R&D  grant  applications  submitted  through  the  Office  of  Contracts  and  
Grants  are  eligible  to  apply  for  a  RASEI  Seed  Grant.    As  RASEI  is  a  partnership  between  CUB  
and  NREL  joint  projects  are  strongly  encouraged,  and  RASEI  Fellows  and  Affiliates  from  NREL  
are  eligible  to  apply,  as  are  NREL  researchers  interested  to  become  RASEI  Affiliates.    
    

Requirements  /  Expected  Outcomes  
Seed  Grant  funds  may  be  used  to  generate  preliminary  data  and  to  support  other  activities  that  
strengthen  proposals  to  be  submitted.  To  those  ends,  funds  provided  may  support  student  or  
postdoc  salaries,  or  cover  costs  for  basic  supplies  and  purchases  needed  to  generate  
preliminary  data.    Seed  Grant  funds  may  also  be  used  for  proposal  support  and  partnership  
development  activities  such  as  technical  writing  and  supplemental  administrative  support.    
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RASEI  Seed  Grant  funds  may  not  be  used  to  cover  salaries  of  CUB  faculty  or  of  full-time  NREL  
research  staff.    
    

Submission  Instructions  
In  advance  of  preparing  your  submission,  we  recommend  that  you  contact  RASEI  at  the  phone  
number  or  email  address  provided  below.      
    
Seed  Grant  applications  should  be  submitted  electronically  to  Danielle  Felix  at  
Danielle.Felix@colorado.edu.    Proposals  should  be  submitted  as  a  single  PDF  file  with  10  point  
or  larger  font,  single  line  spacing,  and  1  inch  margins.    
    
Required  Sections  include:  

1.   Cover  page  (1  page  maximum)  containing  
●   Descriptive  title  of  the  proposed  project,  
●   Principal  Investigators  along  with  their  institutional  and  departmental  affiliations,  e-

mail  addresses,  and  phone  numbers,  
●   List  of  Project  Participants,  
●   One  paragraph  Project  Summary.  

2.    Project  Description  and  Expected  Outcome  (2  pages  maximum  including  figures,  tables,  
etc.)  covering:  
●   The  scientific  and  technical  description  of  the  work,  
●   The  anticipated  impact  of  the  R&D  program  being  initiated  or  expanded,  
●   Supporting  Partnerships  and  Collaborations,  
●   Proposal  submission  plan  that  identifies  the  RFP  to  which  the  project  team  will  be  

responding  and/or  potential  agency,  foundation  or  industry  sponsorships  being  
pursued.      

3.   References  and  Appendices.  
4.   Proposed  Budget  and  Budget  Justification  (one  page).  
5.   Vitas  for  PIs  

    
Budget  Details:  
The  budget  requested  may  not  exceed  $25,000  and  applications  requesting  smaller  amounts  
are  encouraged.    Proposed  budgets  should  itemize  direct  costs  for  

●   Research  activities  (e.g.  student/postdoc  salaries  and  associated  fringe  benefits,  
basic  supplies,  small  scale  instruments/equipment,  computational  costs,  etc.),  

●   Proposal  and  partnership  development  activities  which  may  include  travel  essential  
to  the  proposal  development,  technical  writing  assistance,  supplemental  
administrative  support,  etc.,  

●   Project  start  and  end  dates.      
Indirect  costs  will  not  be  charged  to  seed  grants  and  should  not  be  included  in  the  proposed  
budget.    Work  may  begin  in  January,  2016  and  should  be  completed  no  later  than  December  
31,  2016.  Note  that  funding  for  attending  conferences,  or  for  major  instrumentation  and  
equipment  acquisition  is  unlikely  to  be  approved.  
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Reviewing  Criteria  
Seed  Grant  application  reviews  and  scoring  will  be  conducted  by  knowledgeable  and  impartial  
RASEI  Fellows  from  CUB  and  NREL  unassociated  with  the  application  under  review.    If  
necessary,  RASEI  will  recruit  input  from  technical  experts  from  other  Universities  or  National  
Laboratories  to  assist  with  providing  technically  sound  and  impartial  reviews.    
    
Proposal  Review  and  Scoring:  

1.   Scientific  and  Technical  Merit  of  the  Proposal  (50  points)  –  including  relevance  to  
renewable  and  sustainable  energy  issues,  creativity,  innovation,  soundness  of  the  
research  plan,  significance  of  the  results  obtained,  and  likelihood  for  successful  
completion  of  project.  

2.   Potential  for  attracting  extramural  funding  (35  points).    Expected  outcomes  include  
submission  of  at  least  one  R&D  grant  application  for  extramural  funding  from  federal  
agencies,  foundations  or  private  companies  to  continue  or  expand  the  research  initiated  
under  the  Seed  Grant.    

3.   Collaboration  (15  points).    Potential  for  developing  new  productive  collaborations,  or  for  
strengthening  existing  collaborations,  between  CUB  and  NREL  researchers  are  strongly  
encouraged.  

  
Timelines:  

Applications  to  the  RASEI  Seed  Grant  Program  may  be  electronically  submitted  at  anytime  
during  the  year  to  Danielle.Felix@colorado.edu.  RASEI  will  strive  to  review  and  make  award  
decisions  within  two  weeks  of  receiving  an  application.        
    
Seed  Grant  applications  submitted  should  specify  when  the  subsequent  proposal  for  extramural  
funding  is  expected  to  be  submitted.    Proposals  developed  under  RASEI  Seed  Grant  support  
should  be  submitted  to  the  potential  sponsor  within  3  months  of  Seed  Grant  Project  completion  
date.    
  

Reporting  Requirements:  
RASEI  Seed  Grants  are  expected  to  produce  proposals  subsequently  submitted  to  federal  
agencies,  foundations  or  industry.    Copies  of  proposals  developed  and  submitted  must  be  
provided  to  RASEI,  and  such  copies  will  satisfy  RASEI  Seed  Grant  Program  reporting  
requirements.      
  

Information  Contact:  
For  additional  information,  please  contact  Danielle  Felix,  Assistant  RASEI  Director  for  
Administration  &  Operations,  at  303-492-8530  or  Danielle.Felix@colorado.edu.    
    
    
  


