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Teaching Chinese and American History through Worthy: The

Brave and Capable Life of Joseph Pierce
An Online Professional Development for K-12 Teachers

October 1-28, 2026

Read the story of Joseph Pierce, born in Canton, China, in 1842. Sold as a child, he arrived in
Connecticut in the 1850s and later enlisted to fight in the American Civil War. In this course, you will
explore the Canton trade through MIT’s Visualizing Cultures resource, examine the conditions in
China that prompted migration to the United States, and learn about the challenges Chinese
migrants faced upon arrival. You will also discover the little-known history of Chinese soldiers who
fought in the Civil War. The course includes two mandatory webinars:

- October 14 webinar with Professor Madeline Hsu on the push-pull factors that led many Chinese to
emigrate to America in the 19th century.

- October 27 webinar with Andrea Wang, the author of Worthy.

Eligibility: Participation is free with the following benefits:
Open to elementary and secondary - Access to materials online or via download
teachers. Admission is selective, and - Discussion with specialists, book author, and fellow
priority is given to teachers who can educators "
incorporate the book into their - Certificate of completion for 12 hours Apply Online at:
classroom teaching. Enrollmentis - $50 completion award + $15 to cover the cost of the tinyurl.com/
limited to 25 teachers. book upon completion of the course

TEAcourseregistration
For inquiries: TEA Director Lynn Kalinauskas lyka3575@colorado.edu

This course is made possible through funding from the Freeman Foundation to the National Consortium for Teaching about Asia, Program 3
e for Teaching East Asia, University of Colorado Boulder. o
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