Moving Beyond the Mao Years
The PRC in the late 20t Century

Looking at Economic Policies
under Mao Zedong
and Deng Xiaoping



In the late 1970s, China emerged from three decades of economic isolation imposed by
Mao. Mao’s policies had produced a society which valued equality and uniformity. China
was able to feed and clothe its population, but there were few opportunities for
individual advancement.

The Chinse government’s economic reforms and policies after Mao offered some citizens
opportunities for significant financial success, but many others struggled, leading to large
income and quality of living discrepancies. Although wealth is not distributed equally, the
pace of economic reform and growth since the early 1980s turned China into an
economic giant. In 2010, China surpassed Japan become the world’s second largest
economy behind the United States. No other country in modern times has grown so fast!
This speedy growth has brought many out of poverty but at the cost of increased
inflation, government debt, and severe environmental challenges.

China’s transformation has changed international relations as China commands growing
consideration on the world stage. The implications for the United States are enormous.
Just as the 1900s were referred to as the “American centurK,” by the early 2000s, some

specialists were predicting that the 215t century would be the “Chinese century.”

By considering China’s evolution across four economic stages, we’ll explore how China
move from isolation under Mao Zedong (1949-76) to a global economic player by the
turn of the 21st century.
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The End of the Cultural Revolution



Modernists

—

Zhou Enlai
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“The Gang of Four”:
Jiang Qin, Chen Boda, Wang
Hongwen, Yao Wenyuan




China under Deng Xlaopmg, 1978-1979
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* Deng undertook vast economic reforms, moving China away from
the planned economy of the Maoist era and opening the country to
foreign investment and the global market.

* Deng’s pragmatic philosophy embraced aspects of capitalism to
modernize China’s economy and its role in the world. He thought
the revolutionary slogan that it was “better to be poor under
socialism than rich under capitalism” was absurd, insisting that
“poverty is not socialism.”
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The Four Modernizations



* With the success brought by eliminating the commune system, Deng
sponsored the first Special Economic Zones (SEZs) in Southeastern China.
These zones offered incentives to foreign companies, including low taxes,
new plants, and cheap labor. The foreign companies are also drawn to
China because because they do not have to pay the same fees for

environmental protection policies... as a result China today is facing grave
environmental issues.

* Once these reforms proved successful, the state decided to shut down
state run industries that were inefficient and had a difficult time competing
with the new privately owned companies. During the 1980s, those who
worked for the state found that reform meant they could lose their jobs.
Between 1990 and 2000 some 35 million people were laid off. Many of the
new jobs DID NOT have the benefits offered by the government industries.
However, a new wealthy and upper class of Chinese who have profited
from the privately owned businesses is forming.



Beyond Deng:
Modernization of Agriculture in the 1990s
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Reforms in the Chinese Communist Party



Tiananmen Square 1989
Challenging Party Leadership



Tiananmen Protests 1989
MOre democraCY! Photo Lynn Kalinauskas




Tiananmen Square 1989



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Goddess_of_Democracy#/media/File:Goddess_of_Democracy_in_Tiananmen_Square.jpg

The People’s Army Moves In



The Tank Man Documentary
A Frontline Documentary

[ /www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/tankman



https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/tankman/

The PRC Government Today



Write a paragraph using your journals
and lecture notes explaining how
your experience (n the
Moving Beyond Mao activity
reflected the historical reality of China
in the latter half of the 20t century.
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