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Thank You Note from a Community Member
to Tamaura Junior High School, Miyagi Prefecture
I would like to write about how impressed I was by the attitudes and behaviors of the
students of Tamaura Junior High School on 3.11.
As soon as I arrived at Tamaura Junior High School at just past 3:30 p.m., I noticed the
students wearing corsages. I was told that they had been celebrating their graduation at
the time the earthquake hit. Soon after, the tsunami came and surrounded the building,
making it impossible for us to communicate with people outside the building. Then the
night came. There was no electricity. We had to rely on a few flashlights. The water was
too high for the National Defense Force to come and help us. Under the direction of the
assistant principal, the students helped the people scattered around the school. Using
science lightbulbs, the students guided those who needed to go to the bathroom. One
student was stretching his arm at the wall near the stall to hold the lightbulb so he
would not embarrass the person inside. I imagine how tiring it was for him.
The assistant principal said, "Boys, please come here and help transport these items."
Some female students said, "What about us?" Then the principal said, "They are too
heavy for you, girls." Then they said, "We can do it," and stood up to help.
There was no running water. We needed drinking water. We had some water thanks to
the quick thinking of the students. As soon as the earthquake shaking stopped, realizing
that water would stop at any moment, the students carried as much water as possible
and poured it into large pots located in the kitchen. I was so impressed.
The morning came. The water was receding gradually. I realized that we went inside
the building without taking our shoes off, and carried mud into the beautiful wood
floor. As the staff was asking us to take off our shoes, some students were sweeping the
dried mud on the floor.
When the water level became low enough, trucks brought rescue goods. The Junior
High School students helped carry the goods along with adults and high school
students.
It was a pitch black but clear night. I was frightened by the water in the school yard and
was feeling helpless.
Although my family and house were okay, I often dream about the mound of debris,
shelter packed with people, and families in agony who were searching for loved ones.

 2015 Program for Teaching East Asia, University of Colorado

Effects of the Kantō Tōhoku Earthquake, 2011

Handout (2 pages)

Looking at the changed scenery, I can't help wondering when our houses and fields will
return to normal, and we can start living there. However, I see the light of hope when I
think about the students at Tamaura Junior High School.
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Effects of the 2011 Kantō Tōhoku Earthquake Worksheet

Directions: List the effects of the disasters of March 11, 2011, in the appropriate categories, noting a source where you learned about
each effect. In the last column, show whether that effect was local, global, or both. If the effect impacted places beyond Japan,
indicate the locations affected.
Political

Economic
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Researching the Effects of the 2011 Earthquake, Tsunami,
and Nuclear Accident
You will be working with a small group to research the effects of the March 11, 2011,
earthquake and tsunami and the subsequent nuclear accident. You will be looking for
effects that were felt locally (in Japan) and/or globally. When you identify an effect, you
should add it to the correct category on the Effects of the 2011 Kantō Tōhoku
Earthquake Worksheet, making a note on the source where you identified that effect.
When you finish your research, you will be synthesizing what you learned about the
effects of the tragedies to create a photo essay, in which photographs will provide
evidence to support a thesis statement about the effects of the tragedies. Thus, you
should be on the lookout for photographs you think provide particularly important
evidence of effects. Quotes can also be useful.
The list of websites below is a starting point for your research. You can locate additional
sites by searching Japan Times, Google News, the BBC, CNN, or other news sites using
such keywords as “Japan Earthquake 2011” or “Fukushima nuclear accident.”
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Japan's Killer Quake. NOVA. WGBH and NOVA, February 27, 2013.
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/earth/japan-killer-quake.html.
Kollipara, Puneet. “Fukushima Radiation May Have Little Long-Term Effect on
Wildlife.” Chemical and Engineering News, March 6, 2014.
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Washington Post, March 12, 2015.
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http://www.bungaku.net/wasebun/info/charity_en.html.
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