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Excerpts from the Meiji Constitution of 1889  

(The Constitution of the Empire of Japan) 

 

PREAMBLE 

Having, by virtue of the glories of Our Ancestors, ascended the throne of a lineal succession 

unbroken for ages eternal; desiring to promote the welfare of, and to give development to the 

moral and intellectual faculties of Our beloved subjects, the very same that have been favored 

with the benevolent care and affectionate vigilance of Our Ancestors; and hoping to maintain the 

prosperity of the State, in concert with Our people and with their support, We hereby 

promulgate, in pursuance of Our Imperial Rescript of the 12th day of the 10th month of the 14th 

year of Meiji, a fundamental law of the State, to exhibit the principles, by which We are guided 

in Our conduct, and to point out to what Our descendants and Our subjects and their descendants 

are forever to conform. 

The right of sovereignty of the State, We have inherited from Our Ancestors, and We shall 

bequeath them to Our descendants. . . 

 

CHAPTER I. THE EMPEROR 

Article 1. The Empire of Japan shall be reigned over and governed by a line of Emperors 

unbroken for ages eternal. 

Article 3. The Emperor is sacred and inviolable. 

Article 4. The Emperor is the head of the Empire, combining in Himself the rights of 

sovereignty, and exercises them, according to the provisions of the present Constitution. 

Article 7. The Emperor convokes the Imperial Diet, opens, closes, and prorogues it, and 

dissolves the House of Representatives. 

Article 8. The Emperor, in consequence of an urgent necessity to maintain public safety or to 

avert public calamities, issues, when the Imperial Diet is not sitting, Imperial ordinances in the 

place of law.  

 

CHAPTER II. RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF SUBJECTS 

Article 18. The conditions necessary for being a Japanese subject shall be determined by law. 

Article 19. Japanese subjects may, according to qualifications determined in laws or ordinances, 

be appointed to civil or military or any other public offices equally. 

Article 28. Japanese subjects shall, within limits not prejudicial to peace and order, and not 

antagonistic to their duties as subjects, enjoy freedom of religious belief. 

Article 29. Japanese subjects shall, within the limits of law, enjoy the liberty of speech, writing, 

publication, public meetings and associations. 

Article 30. Japanese subjects may present petitions, by observing the proper forms of respect, 

and by complying with the rules specially provided for the same. 
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Article 31. The provisions contained in the present Chapter shall not affect the exercises of the 

powers appertaining to the Emperor, in times of war or in cases of a national emergency. 

 

CHAPTER III. THE IMPERIAL DIET 

Article 33. The Imperial Diet shall consist of two Houses, a House of Peers and a House of 

Representatives. 

Article 34. The House of Peers shall, in accordance with the ordinance concerning the House of 

Peers, be composed of the members of the Imperial Family, of the orders of nobility, and of 

those who have been nominated thereto by the Emperor. 

Article 35. The House of Representatives shall be composed of members elected by the people, 

according to the provisions of the law of Election. 

Article 38. Both Houses shall vote upon projects of law submitted to it by the Government, and 

may respectively initiate projects of law. 

Article 50. Both Houses may receive petitions presented by subjects. 

 

CHAPTER IV.THE MINISTERS OF STATE AND THE PRIVY COUNCIL 

Article 55. The respective Ministers of State shall give their advice to the Emperor, and be 

responsible for it.  

Article 56. The Privy Councillors shall, in accordance with the provisions for the organization of 

the Privy Council, deliberate upon important matters of State when they have been consulted by 

the Emperor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Hirobumi Ito, Commentaries on the Constitution of the Empire of Japan, trans. Miyoji 

Ito (Tokyo: Igirisu-horitsu gakko, 22nd year of Meiji,1889), Hanover Historical Texts Project, 

https://history.hanover.edu/texts/1889con.html.   
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