
 

 

 
Congratulations from faculty! 

 
 
Dear Graduates. I couldn’t be prouder of your accomplishments, especially over the 
past few months. You faced the challenges head-on and prevailed. You showed the 
world what you could do, with grace and grit and good humor. A special shout-out to 
Caity Roe. It was a supreme pleasure to work with you. I can’t wait to see what you’ll do 
next! 
 
With best wishes, 

-Dr. Irene Blair, Professor and Department Chair   
 
 
Congratulations Class of 2020! We are so proud of you. We celebrate your amazing 
accomplishments here at CU Boulder and look forward to the ways you will bring your 
knowledge and vision to the future. Our world needs you! 
 -Dr. Sona Dimidjian 
 
 
Congratulation to the graduates! 

-Dr. Alison Vigers (NRSC 4072 Clinical Neuroscience) 
  
 
Congratulations graduates! I wanted to say congratulations in a slightly more personable 
way. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=37lTczALQjU 
 
“Congratulations to ALL graduates this year. I would like to thank you, your family, your friends, and 
everyone who’s supported you along this journey to where you are now. You’ve done it! I hope that 
you can take all the skills that you’ve learned, and all of the methods that you have learned, and apply 
them to whatever life’s problems have in store for you, your community, and the world. We have faith in 
you and want to sincerely say ‘congratulations.’” 
 
 -Dr. Ryan Curtis 
 



 

 

 
Congratulations to all our psychology and neuroscience graduates! A special shout out 
to all the graduating learning assistants (LAs) who have contributed so much to 
everybody’s experience in our department. An extra special shout out to Koy Ecton, 
who has been the most amazing LA for NRSC 2200 the past 2 semesters. 
Congratulations Koy and the class of 2020!!  

 
-Best wishes, Heidi/Dr. Day 

 
 
Hello graduates!    
I recently found this quote by Arthur Ash, a tennis great and a promotor of human rights, 
education and public health. Words to help guide us all as we navigate the future.  It was 
such a pleasure to have many of you in class. I wish you the best of luck!    
 

"Start where you are. Use what you have. Do what you can." 
 

 - Cheers, Dr. Natalie Smutzler 
 
 
As if graduating from college wasn’t already challenging, you took on the additional 
burden of doing so during a global pandemic (show off 😊). I am so incredibly proud of 
what each of you has accomplished, and I can’t wait to see all of the AMAZING things 
you will do with your lives. The best is yet to come! 
 -Dr. Jenn Stratford 
 
 
 
A huge congratulations to all students for a job well done!  We wish we could celebrate 
with you in person and wish you the best in the years ahead! 

- Dr. Joanna Arch 
 
 
 
Congratulations to this year’s graduates! It is a great accomplishment to complete your 
degree, and doing so during a pandemic is even more laudable. Keep learning and 
growing, and best wishes for your future adventures!  
 
 -Dr. Naomi Friedman  
 



 

 

Congrats to all the Spring 2020 Master’s Degree Graduates! 
 

Miriam Clayton 
Dillon McGovern 
Andrew Mertens 
Raeghan Mueller 
Jairo Ramos 
Maya Rieselbach 
Helen Strnad 
Brittany Tokasey 
Jennifer Weber 
 
Congrats to all the Spring 2020 PhD Graduates! 
 

Yoni Ashar 
Maia Frieser 
Daniel Leopold 
Hunter Mathews 
Christopher Mellinger 
Rachel Vanderkruik 
Maria Bercum 
Eddie Villegas 
Richard Border 
Sarah Hagerty 
Harry Smolker 
 
 -Dr. Tim Curran  
 
 
Congratulations to all of our graduating Neuroscience Majors and Psychology Majors! 
Having had the privilege of interacting with many of you, I have great optimism for the 
future because you have displayed exceptional dedication, initiative, curiosity, flexibility, 
passion and decency. I wish you a lifetime of fulfillment and happiness! 
 

-Dr. Bob Spencer 
 Professor and Director of the Neuroscience Major 
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