PSCI 3223: International Human Rights
Dr. Franke Wilmer
Office: Ketchum Hall
Office hours: Tu/Th 1-2 and by appointment

Overview

Politics is about interests, and ethics. The contentiousness of these two, often conflicting, features of political life is nowhere more evident than in international human rights. The development of international human rights has paralleled both the democratization of western societies since the 18th century and the emergence of a transnational normative order, led (and often dominated) by western states. The earliest, post-Westphalia concern with human rights focused on religious freedom. After the Napoleonic Wars, the focus shifted to the laws of warfare and international humanitarian law during armed conflict, including, for instance, the obligation to avoid injury to civilians and their property, the humane treatment of prisoners of war, and allowing wounded combatants access to treatment. At present, these rights are contained within the Geneva conventions as well as general international human rights treaties. 

In the aftermath of World War II and the horrific nature of the Holocaust, the emphasis shifted to putting limits on the way governments treat their own citizens. Public discourse about human rights since then has emphasized the rights of individuals living within states to be free from arbitrary, discriminatory, and inhumane treatment at the hands of their governments. Many of these rights are captured by the idea of negative rights, with the Bill of Rights in the U.S. Constitution being an exemplary case of protecting individuals from arbitrary uses of government power. The issues generated by this concern include torture, arbitrary arrest and detention, extra-judicial executions, and imprisonment on purely political grounds.  

The second half of the twentieth century has also seen the re-emergence of concerns for collective rights first articulated by President Wilson in the aftermath of World War I.  Collective rights refer not only to self-determination and protection against discrimination on the basis of identity, but a host of positive rights such as the right to a clean environment (air and water), the right to food and basic human needs, and, some would argue, a right to live in a secure and peaceful society. These various rights, including negative political/civil rights, group rights (discrimination on the basis of identity), and positive rights related to basic human needs, are sometimes said to constitute three different generations of rights’ development. Others critique this categorization because it suggest a hierarchy or chronology of rights. We will try to cover all of these issues along with some specific case studies to which we can apply the perspective of human rights analysis.  We will conclude by examining efforts at reconciliation in the aftermath of conflict, violence, and human rights violations. 

Course Learning Outcomes and Objectives

Upon completing PSCI 3223, students should:
(1) Have a deeper appreciation of the way politics engages conflicts between interests and ethics;
(2) Understand how the development of international human rights has paralleled the democratization of western societies and the emergence of a transnational normative order;
(3) Possess a solid foundation of knowledge about the full range of currently recognized human rights including civil, political, social, economic, and cultural rights;
(4) Be familiar with the major debates and controversies raised by contemporary human rights such as universality versus cultural relativism;
(5) Have knowledge of the variety of issues on the frontier of contemporary international human rights such as the claims for rights of migrants and refugees, rights to health care, access to clean water, and protection against discrimination for LGBT individuals.

Requirements and Expectations

This is a web-assisted course. Students must check Canvas for news and updated content. You are responsible for checking Canvas at least once every day. You also need to know how to take online exams, use the assignments folder in Canvas and generally be familiar with and competent to use any  function or tool. Students are expected to complete the assigned readings and contribute to class discussion. 
Final Grade:
Exam 1

350 points

Exam 2

350 points

Film Review 1

100 points

Film Review 2

100 points

Film Review 3

100 points 
TOTAL POINTS
1000

A
930-1000

A-
900-920

B+
870-890

B
830-870

B-
800-820

C+
770-790

C
730-760

C-
700-720

Online exams.  There are two online exams that must be taken during the time period scheduled in the syllabus. You should study in advance as you would for an in-class exam. The exams are time-limited. The more time you spend looking through your book or computer for the knowledge you are supposed to have mastered, the less time you have to write good answers to the questions.  You can answer the questions well and completely without using your book at all, but you may want to look for a detail or a refresher when you write your answers.  Read assigned readings as scheduled in the syllabus and be thoroughly familiar with them and how they relate to class lectures before taking the exam.  The exam will be given on Cnvas and you will have a two-hour time limit to complete it. The best answers will take the entire period.
Film Reviews: Students need to arrange to view three of the films listed on the filmography and write a brief (750 words) review of each film, including a synopsis of the film and explaining its relevance to the topics in the assigned readings and class discussion.  The films are available at a variety of online resources. You should check on the availability of the films you would like to watch early in the semester.  I also suggest making plans to view films with a few other students. Many of the films are dramatizations of actual events and will broaden your knowledge of specific cases and issues of human rights.  Due dates are listed in the class schedule (below) and each one counts for 10% of your final grade.  Do not consult reviews of these films written by others as this increases the temptation of plagiarizing intentionally and unintentionally.
Plagiarism
Paraphrasing or quoting another’s work without citing the source is a form of academic misconduct.  Even inadvertent or unintentional misuse or appropriation of another's work (such as relying heavily on source material that is not expressly acknowledged) is considered plagiarism. If you have any questions about using and citing sources, you are expected to ask for clarification.

Required Texts:
Wilmer, Franke. 2015 Human Rights in International Politics: An Introduction.  Boulder, CO: Lynne Rienner. 

Gourevitch, Philip. 1998. We wish to inform you that tomorrow we will be killed with our families:

Stories from Rwanda. New York: Farrar Straus and Giroux.

Coulthard, Glen Sean. 2014. Red Skin, White Masks: Rejecting the Colonial Politics of Recognition. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press.

Burack, Cynthia. 2017. “Front Matter” (includes an introduction to the book Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity Human Rights. Available on D2L)

Burack, Cynthia. 2017. “SOGI Rights are Human Rights, and Human Rights are SOGI Rights,” Chapter 2 in Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity Human Rights. (Available on Canvas).
You should begin reading the Gourevitch and Coulthard books early in the semester rather than right before the readings are due and scheduled for class discussion.
Class Schedule and Reading Assignments


Part I:  WHAT ARE HUMAN RIGHTS?
Jan 17-19
Introduction to International Human Rights - Wilmer, Chapter 1  

Jan 24-26
Human Rights: Concepts and Theories – Chapter 2

Jan 31-Feb 2
Human Rights in Context and Practice - Wilmer, Chapter 3
Feb 7
First Film Review Due – Assignments folder will close at 11:30 pm
Feb 7
Chapter 4: Are Human Rights Universal?


Part II:  ACTORS AND IMPLEMNETATION
Feb 9
Human rights and the state - Wilmer, Chapter 5
Feb 14-16
National and International Implementation

Wilmer Chapter 6
Feb 21-23
Private Sector and Non-State Actor Approaches to Human Rights


Wilmer Chapter 7

Part III:  CONTEMPORARY ISSUES IN HUMAN RIGHTS
Feb 28-Mar 2
Genocide Part I, 


Gourevitch, We wish to inform you that tomorrow we will be killed with our families
Mar 7
Second Film Review

Mar 7-9
Genocide Part II: Wilmer, Chapter 8

Mar 9-12
Mid-term online exam available
Mar 14-16
The Laws of War – Wilmer Chapter 9
Mar 21-23
Civil Liberties and Political Participation Chapter 10
Mar 27-31
SPRING BREAK! 

Apr 4-6
Civil Rights, Discrimination, and Identity Politics, Chapter 11

Burack, “Front Matter” and “SOGI Rights are Human Rights”

Apr 11
Women’s Human Rights, Chapter 12

Apr 13
Film: Calling the Ghosts
April 18
Women’s Human Rights Chapter 12 continued

Apr 18
Third Film review due
Apr 20
Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights Chapter 13
Apr 25-27
Coulthard, Red Skin White Masks

May 2-4
The Future of Human Rights, Chapter 14

What Can You Do? Chapter 15
May 4-8
Final Exam available online due by midnight May 8 (Monday)
Films that will be viewed in-class (not to be used for film reiews):


Milgram’s Experiments


Phil Zimbardo’s Stanford Prisoner Project – then and now

Valentina’s Nightmare/Rwanda Documentary
 
Calling the Ghosts

The Burning Season (time allowing)
Filmography: Choose three of the following films for your film review assignments. Choose films that cover three different cases or issues. Yellow highlight indicates available through CU-Boulder library; grey highlight indicates available online 
Trade (Tubi)


Year of Living Dangerously

State of Fear

\

Romero


Human Trafficking


S21: The Khmer Rouge


Cry Freedom


In the Name of the Father

Bakarat




Missing (1982) (Vudu)
The Killing Fields


The Devil’s Arithmetic


The Torture Question
PBS
Darwin’s Nightmare


Flow: The Love of Water


Burden of Peace 

What Tomorrow Brings

No Land’s Song
The Trials of Spring

The Look of Silence


Beats of the Antonov
Syrian Bride


Lady Valor: The Kristin Beck Story
A Quiet Inquisition
The Pianist


Scheherazade’s Diary


Rabbit-Proof Fence




The Flute Player

The Supreme Price


Private Violence
Sepideh


The True Cost



Farha
Battle of Algiers

The Swimmers


9 Star Hotel
Mississippi Burning

Camp 14

