
2009 Rocky Mountain Philosophy Conference1 
 

Keynote: 

Peter van Inwagen 
“Impotence and Collateral Damage: One Charge in Van Fraassen's Indictment 

of Analytical Metaphysics” 
Friday, March 13th, 2009 
5:15pm in HUMN 1B50 

 
 

Conference Sessions: 
Saturday, March 14th, 2009 
8:30am – 5:10pm in HUMN 

 
8:30 – 9:40 

HUMN 125:  “The import of reasons holism for moral theory.” Joshua Shephard, Colorado 
State University  
Commentator: Christian Lee 

 
HUMN 186:  “Is Public Thought Necessary for Intentional Explanation?” Marco Nathan, 

Columbia University.   
Commentator: Seth Williams 

 
9:45 – 10:55 

HUMN 125:  “A Causal Integrationist Response to Pereboom.” Kelly McCormick, Syracuse 
University.   
Commentator: Chelsea Haramia 

 
HUMN 186: “The Value of Knowledge and Valuing Knowledge.” Tanya Hall, Virginia 

Tech  
Commentator: Todd Grassman 

 
11:00 – 12:10 

HUMN 125: “Creation, Dependence, and the Permissibility of Abortion.” Govind Persad. 
Stanford University.   
Commentator: Barrett Emerick 

 
HUMN 186:  “Epistemic Restraint: An Antidote to Zombie Poison.” Carolyn Suchy-Dicey, 

Boston University.   
Commentator: Jennifer Kling.  

                                                 
1 Sponsored by the Arts and Sciences Student Government, the United Government of Graduate 
Students, the Council of Schools and Colleges, the Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs, the 
Presidents Fund for the Humanities, and the Philosophy Department.  
 

.............................................



Lunch Break: 12:10 – 1:30  
 

1:30 – 2:40 
HUMN 125:  “New New Problem of Induction.” Jacob Stegenga, University of California at 

San Diego  
Commentator: Andrew Winters 

 
HUMN 186:  “Epistemic Modal Draconianism.” Melissa Fusco, University of California at 

Berkeley Commentator: Brian Miller 
  

2:45 – 3:55 
HUMN 125:   “Flying Pigs, Venomous Pythons, and the World as  Truthmaker.” Adam 

Bowen, University of Illinois Urbana/Champaign.   
Commentator: Michaela McSweeney 

 
HUMN 186:  “Mean Sensibles and Hearing Loss: Change and Perception in Aristotle.” Alain 

Ducharme, University of Western Ontario.   
Commentator: Rebecca Chan  

 
4:00 – 5:10 

HUMN 125:  “The political power of sexual preference.” Nathaniel Coleman. University of 
Michigan.  
Commentator: Emma Kobil 

 
HUMN 186:  “A Priority and the Doctoroids.” Sharon Berry, Harvard University.    

Commentator: Thomas Metcalf  
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