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Throughout the lifecycle of an award, the 
Office of Contracts and Grants (OCG) 
partners with faculty, staff and students to 
obtain and manage external support for 
sponsored activities through our specialized 
regulatory and organizational expertise.
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Significance

Outlines 
Sponsor 
Expectations 
for Proposals

Funding 
Opportunity 

Announcement



U N P A C K I N G  F U N D I N G  O P P O R T U N I T I E S

Funding Opportunity by Any Other Name

Solicited
Sponsor is expecting 
proposal submissions and 
has allocated funding to 
support activities

Unsolicited
Proposal is submitted in the 
hopes that the sponsor will 
consider it for award

Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA)

Request for Applications (RFA)

Request for Proposal (RFP)

Request for Quote (RFQ)

Broad Agency Announcement (BAA)

Program Announcement (PA)

Program Description (PD)

Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO)



U N P A C K I N G  F U N D I N G  O P P O R T U N I T I E S

Key Components of a Solicitation

1

2

3

4

5

Deadline

Eligibility Requirements

Proposal Preparation & Submission Instructions 

Award & Budgetary Information

Program Description

NSF Solicitation

NIH Solicitation

NASA Solicitation

DOE Solicitation

E X P L O R E  S P O N S O R  
S P E C I F I C  E X A M P L E S

https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2020/nsf20525/nsf20525.pdf
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-19-056.html
https://nspires.nasaprs.com/external/solicitations/summary.do?solId=%7B922F3674-F02A-FB17-DD75-0230277DDDAC%7D&path=&method=init


U N P A C K I N G  F U N D I N G  O P P O R T U N I T I E S

Order of Precedence

Policies

Terms & Conditions

Terms & Conditions

2 CFR (Catalog of Federal Regulations) 200 
Federal Acquisition Regulations (FAR)

Defense Federal Acquisition Regulations (DFAR)

INSTITUTIONAL

AWARD

SPONSOR

FEDERAL
Regulations



U N P A C K I N G  F U N D I N G  O P P O R T U N I T I E S

Interpreting Sponsor Preferences

Should

Recommended

Required

Encouraged



U N P A C K I N G  F U N D I N G  O P P O R T U N I T I E S

Budget Guidelines

Caps & 
Limitations C O M P O S I N G

Compliant Budgets

Cost Share 
Requirements

Formatting & 
Breakouts

Required 
Categories & 

Line Items
Project 
Periods
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Quizlet

Open your web 
browser on your 
phone or laptop

Join the game at 
www.kahoot.it

Type in the game PIN

Activity



R E C O G N I Z I N G  D E V I A T I O N S

Standard Components of a Proposal

Budget 

Budget Justification

Cost 

$

Technical 

Abstract / Summary

Statement of 
Work (SOW)

Project Description

Resources & Facilities

Current & Pending

Biosketches / CVs

Bibliography / References

Subcontract Budget Docs



R E C O G N I Z I N G  D E V I A T I O N S

Examples of Non-Standard Proposal Documents

Letters of Collaboration/Support

Data Management Plan*

Sponsor Formatted Budget

Intellectual Property Agreement

Risk Analysis & Mitigation Plan

Reps, Certs & Assurances



R E C O G N I Z I N G  D E V I A T I O N S

Different Breeds of Solicitations: Program Descriptions (PD)

NSF Program Descriptions (PDs)

https://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_summ.jsp?pims_id=505250


R E C O G N I Z I N G  D E V I A T I O N S

NSF Major 
Research 

Instrumentation 
Program (MRIs)

Different Breeds of Solicitations: Major Research Instrumentation (MRIs)

https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2018/nsf18513/nsf18513.htm


U N P A C K I N G  F U N D I N G  O P P O R T U N I T I E S

Case Study: DARPA FOA

Take a few minutes 
to review the printed 
DARPA solicitation 
on the table.

Activity

What are your initial thoughts?



C A S E  S T U D Y :  D A R P A  F O A

Introduction and Formatting Requirements

**Go to page 33 of your DARPA FOA to follow along
PI will be responsible for reviewing information in pages 1-32



C A S E  S T U D Y :  D A R P A  F O A

Abstract vs. Full Proposal



C A S E  S T U D Y :  D A R P A  F O A

Volume 1, Technical and Management Proposal: Section 1

OCG Proposal 
Analyst will create 
and sign this for 

you



C A S E  S T U D Y :  D A R P A  F O A

Volume 1, Technical and Management Proposal: Section 2



C A S E  S T U D Y :  D A R P A  F O A

Volume 1, Technical and Management Proposal: Section 2



C A S E  S T U D Y :  D A R P A  F O A

Volume 1, Technical and Management Proposal: Section 2



C A S E  S T U D Y :  D A R P A  F O A

Volume 1, Technical and Management Proposal: Section 2 & 3



C A S E  S T U D Y :  D A R P A  F O A

Volume 2, Cost Proposal: Section 1

This is NOT the 
same coversheet as 
the one completed 

for Volume 1



C A S E  S T U D Y :  D A R P A  F O A

Volume 2, Cost Proposal: Section 1



C A S E  S T U D Y :  D A R P A  F O A

Volume 2, Cost Proposal: Section 2



C A S E  S T U D Y :  D A R P A  F O A

Volume 2, Cost Proposal: Section 2



C A S E  S T U D Y :  D A R P A  F O A

Volume 2, Cost Proposal: Section 2



C A S E  S T U D Y :  D A R P A  F O A

Volume 2, Cost Proposal: Section 2



C A S E  S T U D Y :  D A R P A  F O A

Submission Information



C L O S I N G  R E M I N D E R S

Debrief

Start Early
Use Checklists

Reach Out

Skim through the 
FOA to create a 

checklist of 
requirements & 

guidelines
Contact your OCG 
Proposal Analyst 

for assistance

Some 
requirements may 

necessitate  
advanced 
planning



Find the OCG Proposal Analyst for Your Department

allison.fischer@colorado.edu

W W W . C O L O R A D O . E D U / O C G / D I R E C T O R Y

travis.klempan@colorado.edu 


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32

