College of Music, University of Colorado Boulder

FALL 2026 FLUTE AUDITION EXCERPTS

Please email christina.jennings@colorado.edu with any questions regarding the audition music.

Please prepare each excerpt with an informed mindset (researching many recordings and the full score) and never
sacrifice quality of sound and clarity of technique for speed or dynamic. In addition to these short excerpts, please also
prepare a 2-minute solo of your choice. Good luck and have fun!
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Excerpt 1: Mvt. II, bars 1-29
Suggested tempo: J = 56-60
There were many times in my orchestral career when I would find myself completely in love with a flute solo, Thay

was certainly the case playing the 2nd movement of the Gounod Petite Symphonie, a work written for Gounod's dear
friend Paul Taffanel (one of the icons of our flute history).

Large chamber works are increasingly finding their way into the programming of orchestras today ~ for Outreach
concerts and for adding variety to the concert experience. For me, an audition performance of this exquisite melody
reveals volumes about the player.

Each of these two extended solo passages begins with graceful simplicity and gradually becomes more and more
passionate and intense, and then concludes with a quiet loveliness.

I recommend practicing these passages first with the purest tone and no vibrato, Only when proper control of pitch
and tone have been achieved at this level is it time to add appropriate dynamics and vibrato, step by step, to create the
singing quality of a highly expressive aria,
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3. Day - Concerto for Wind Ensemble - Mvt. 4 (Measure 441 - 448)
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Following is a more readable rendering of the Jeu de Cartes excerpt
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Allegro moderato
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