College of Music, University of Colorado Boulder

FALL 2025 PERCUSSION AUDITION EXCERPTS

Please miketimpcu@gmail.com with any questions regarding the audition music.

INSTRUCTIONS

Candidates should prepare a two-minute keyboard solo of their choosing for either marimba or vibraphone for either
two or four mallets. Two minutes of a longer work is also acceptable.

The percussion excerpts are taken from Tchaikovsky’s Ballet “The Nutcracker.” The timpani excerpt is taken from
Beethoven Symphony No. 5 (mvmt. 3 into mvmt. 4). Many great recordings are available. | have included links to those
selections performed by the New York City Ballet Orchestra (Nutcracker) and by the Vienna Philharmonic (Beethoven
5). Tutorials will be available in late June for each of these to help you prepare well for this music. All instruments will
be provided. Each auditionee should bring their own mallets and sticks for timpani, snare drum, glockenspiel, and
triangle. Auditionees may use their own snare drums, tambourines, and triangles if they wish. Happy practicing, and
please don’t hesitate to contact me with any questions!

AUDITION ORDER

1. Marimba or vibraphone solo (2 minutes)

2. Percussion (all selections from Tchaikovsky’s ballet “The Nutcracker”)

2A. Glockenspiel-Tchaikovsky Nutcracker-Waltz of the Snowflakes-Reh I-J and L-M
2B. Snare Drum-No. 7-Scene-Bar 25-49

2C. Tambourine-Trepak-Bar 54-end

2D. Triangle-Overture-Letter B-Letter G (no need to count long rests)

2E. Cymbals-Mirlitons-9 before 41 to 41

3. Timpani (candidates will need to tune the C. The G will already be tuned for you).
3A. Timpani-Beethoven Symphony 5 (Mvmt 3-mvmt 4)

: 301 UCB
@]l College of Music colorado.edu/music

UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO BOULDER 303-492-6352


https://www.colorado.edu/music/
mailto:miketimpcu@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ya4DasxL47g&t=2766s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ya4DasxL47g&t=2271s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ya4DasxL47g&t=4112s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ya4DasxL47g&t=79s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ya4DasxL47g&t=4228s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q_kw904K2bw&t=1457s

Glockenspiel: Tchaikovsky: Nutcracker
Valse des flocons de neige

9. WALTZ OF THE SNOW FLAKES
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Snare Drum: Tchaikovsky: Nutcracker #7

7. SCENE
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Tambourine: Tchaikovsky: Nutcracker:
“Trepak” — Danse russe

NUTCRACKER - PERCUSSION, PAGE 15

E. Trepak (RussiaN DANCE)
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Triangle: Tchaikovsky: Nutcracker: Overture
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Cymbals: Tchaikovsky: Nutcracker: Danse des mirlitons
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Beethoven - Symphony No. 5
Mvt. 1IL: [C] — Mvt. IV: mm.395
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