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Abstract: 
There remains a large unmet need for access to sanitation throughout the world. Opportunities exist to employ 

ecological sanitation systems that require less water and can produce scarce resources embedded in human 

excreta. However, the ecological sanitation technology of a double vault urine diverting compost latrine may 

require a higher user interface and closer handling of feces compared to other sanitation technologies. There is 

also concern about whether the derived resources are “safe” in regards to protecting human health. This talk will 

present results of a long-term study that takes place in developing communities of Western Panama. The first part 

of this talk will assess the relationship between pathogen destruction and temperature, pH, desiccation, and user 

operation in active double vault urine diverting composting latrines. In the second part of this talk, results are 

presented of an assessment on the actual use of recently completed composting latrines and demographic 

factors that play a role in user perception of resource recovery from this sanitation technology. 
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