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About the Program

The Ira C. Rothgerber Jr. Conference on Constitutional Law is an
annual Byron R. White Center event that brings scholars, lawyers,
and leaders from across the nation to the University of Colorado Law
School to discuss current Constitutional law issues.

This year, the Byron White Center and GIFFORDS Law Center to
Prevent Gun Violence are proud to be partnering together for the
conference. This year's conference theme is "Modern Weapons,
Historical Tradition, and the Second Amendment." What happens
when 18th century constitutional text meets 21st century weapons in
a pluralistic society? Can historical tradition keep pace with modern
firepower in our polarized times? National experts examine the legal
and policy battles shaping gun violence prevention today, including
assault weapon bans, conduct based gun prohibitions, 3D printed
firearms, and deadly tensions between armed protesters and police.
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Schedule

8:00 - 8:45 am Breakfast
Boettcher Hall
8:45 - 9:00 am Introductory Remarks

Dean Lolita Buckner Inniss, Professor P. Deep Gulasekaram

9:00 - 10:15 am Panel 1
Regulating Unusually Dangerous Weapons in a Post-Bruen World

Moderator: Kevin Schascheck
Panelists: Saul Cornell, Jennifer Tucker, Andrew Willinger

10:15 - 10:30 am Break

10:30 - 11:45 am Panel 2
Wolford, Hemani, and the Second Amendment Under the Second
Trump Administration

Moderator: Billy Clark

Panelists: lan Ayres, Hayley Lawrence, Eric Ruben, Megan Ward

11:45 am - 12:30 pm Lunch Break
Schaden Commons

12:30 - 1:15 pm Keynote
Breaking the Cycle: Stories of Strength and Survival of Gun Violence

Moderator: Dahni Austin

Panelists: Kaliah Yizar, Angel Shabazz, Jonathan McMillian, Beverly Kingston

1:15 - 2:30 pm Panel 3
3D Printed Ghost Guns and the Challenge of Regulation in the Digital Age

Moderator: Leigh Rome
Panelists: Brian Del ay, Sol Diamond, Mark Frassetto

2:45 - 4:00 pm Panel 4
The Intersection of the First and Second Amendment

Moderator: P. Deep Gulasekaram

Panelists: Helen Norton, Jake Charles, Shira Feldman

4:00 - 5:00 pm Networking Reception
Boettcher Hall
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Panel 1

Regulating Unusually Dangerous Weapons in a
Post-Bruen World

In 2022, in New York State Rifle & Pistol Association v. Bruen, the Supreme Court
announced a radical new framework for evaluating Second Amendment challenges
that requires governments to defend gun laws based solely on “historical tradition.” In
the wake of Bruen, one issue that has been hotly contested is the regulation of
unusually dangerous weapons and accessories, including assault weapons and
large-capacity magazines. While all federal circuit courts to address these laws have
upheld them, individual Supreme Court justices have questioned these decisions,
and it appears to be only a matter of time before the Court addresses directly the
constitutionality of these laws.

This panel brings together leading legal and historical scholars on the Second
Amendment to discuss the regulation of assault weapons, large-capacity magazines,
and other unusually dangerous firearms and firearm accessories in a post-Bruen
world. The panel will highlight some of the problems the Bruen test creates, including
the challenge of comparing eighteenth century regulations of muskets and
gunpowder to regulations of modern weapons with unprecedented lethal power.























































































