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Dear Students, Colleagues, and Community: 

Greetings from the traditional lands of the Arapaho, 
Cheyenne, and Ute peoples. 

In 2021-2022, the AILP at Colorado Law eagerly returns to the 
classroom and the community as we begin (hopefully) to recover 
from the pandemic. Indigenous Peoples in the U.S. and around 
the world are counting on the next generation of law students 
to work as partners in advancing their wellbeing through 
education and advocacy. 

This issue covers the appointment of Professor Sarah Krakoff as 
Deputy Solicitor in the U.S. Department of the Interior, our 
students' successful bid to host the 2022 National NALSA Moot 
Court Competition, the work of the American Indian Law Clinic 
and First Peoples Worldwide in Alaska, and updates from The 
Implementation Project, a joint endeavor with the Native 
American Rights Fund to realize the  United Nations Declaration 
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. Check out Professor 
Anaya's remarks on a new social contract for Indigenous Peoples 
and my own reflections after serving on the UN's Expert 
Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. As the 
distinguished Professor Collins and Professor Wilkinson move 
into retirement (while still teaching and writing), we also 
welcome Chase Velasquez as a Visiting Professor in the 
American Indian Law Clinic! 

The AILP extends a warm welcome to our new Dean Lolita 
Buckner Inniss and thanks outgoing Dean James Anaya for his 
amazing leadership. 

We wish you all good health & great success this year. 

Kristen Carpenter 
Council Tree Professor of Law 
Director of the American Indian Law Program 
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SARAH KRAKOFF 

Secretary of the Interior Deb Haaland has named 
University of Colorado Law School Professor Sarah 
Krakoff deputy solicitor for parks and wildlife, a key role on 
the U.S. Department of the Interior leadership team. 

In this role, Krakoff will represent the National Park 
Service and the Fish and Wildlife Service and work with 
Solicitor Robert Anderson and the other deputy solicitors 

to fulfill Haaland's mission for the Department of the 
Interior. 

"As the Interior Department continues its work to address 
some of the most pressing challenges of our time, these 
talented and accomplished leaders will play a key role in 
helping advance the Department's mission," Haaland said 
in an April 30 news release. "I am thrilled to have these 
new team members join us at the Interior Department and 
look forward to working together to pursue a clean energy 
future." 

"I am honored and could not be more excited to serve 
Secretary Haaland during this historic time in the 
Department of the Interior," Krakoff said. 

Krakoff, who joined the Colorado Law faculty in 1999, is 
Moses Lasky Professor of Law. She is a nationally 
recognized expert in Native American law, natural 
resources law, and environmental justice ... 

(Spotlight continued on Page 11) 
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ARIEL B ARBIERI-AGHIB 

Ariel Barbieri-Aghib, a 2L at Colorado Law, is a student 
research assistant for the American Indian Law Program. 
Primarily assisting on the language rights work Professor 
Kristen Carpenter is involved with, she will be engaged in 
research for the Implementing Indigenous Peoples' Right 
to Language project that was recently selected to receive a 
2021 Research and Innovation Seed Grant. 

Q: Ariel, what was your focus as an undergraduate? 

A: I studied international relations with a focus on Europe 
and the former Soviet Union. I also did two separate 
research projects on Indigenous language integration in 
public school education in Peru and Morocco. 

Q: What made you interested in attending law school? 

A: I became interested in law school when I realized the 
jobs I was working after graduating were not fulfilling. 
I wanted to find a way to help people, and law seemed like 
a straightforward way to continue my education and gain 
the practical skills advocate for others [using the] law. 

Q: What sparked your interest in the American Indian 
Law Program? 

A: I decided to come to Colorado Law because of the 
strong Environmental and American Indian law programs. 
I became interested in American Indian law after [my] 
research in college surrounding Indigenous languages, 
and I've recently become interested in Cultural Property 
law. 

Q: Do you hope to pursue work in the American Indian 
law field after graduation? 

A: I do! My dream would be to work at the intersection of 
Environmental law and American Indian law, since I see a 
lot of overlap between the two fields. 

PAGE I 02 



CHAS� 

Tribal Attorney Chase Velasquez 

Joins Clinical Faculty as Visiting 

Professor, Interim Director of 

American Indian Law Clinic 

Chase Velasquez, a tribal attorney with 

experience at the Navajo Nation Department of 

Justice and the San Carlos Apache Tribe's 
Department of Justice, has joined the University 

of Colorado Law School as a visiting clinical 

professor and interim director of the American 
Indian Law Clinic. 

Velasquez is an enrolled member of the White 

Mountain Apache Tribe. He was raised on the 
Fort Apache Indian Reservation in northeastern 

Arizona. 

"Colorado Law is well-respected for its 

advocacy on behalf of American Indians, tribes, 

and indigenous peoples," Velasquez said. "The 
American Indian Law Program faculty have 
distinguished themselves for impacting federal 

Indian law and international human rights 
through meaningful scholarship and offering 

students a unique perspective. I am excited to 

join Colorado Law because of the opportunity 
to contribute my practical experience as a tribal 

attorney while sharing my personal views as an 

Apache and Navajo on the contemporary 
challenges that Indigenous peoples face." 

Since 2017, Velasquez has served as an 

assistant attorney general for the San Carlos 
Apache Tribe's Department of Justice. The 
Tribe is located approximately 100 miles east of 

Phoenix, Arizona. He advises the San Carlos 
Council, the Tribe's governing body, and its 
departments, programs, and committees on 

matters under federal, state, and tribal law. He 

also serves as the Tribe's special assistant U.S. 
attorney for the District of Arizona, where he 

assists with the federal investigation and 
prosecution of crimes under federal law on the 
San Carlos Apache Reservation in the U.S. 

District Court of Arizona. 

2021 

Velasquez began his legal career as a legal 

fellow for the Indigenous Peoples Law and 
Policy Program at the University of Arizona, 

where he worked on legal and policy issues 
relating to constitutional law, federal Indian law, 

and international human rights law. He assisted 

with the legal representation of Maya 
Indigenous peoples and villages in Belize to 
secure and protect land rights. 

Velasquez has also worked as an attorney for 
the Navajo Nation Department of Justice, 
where he advised the Nation's Departments of 
Economic and Community Development on 

commercial/industrial development, leases, 
corporate law, gaming, real estate, and 
procurement. He handled multi-million-dollar 

transactions for the Nation and chapter houses 
relating to construction and infrastructure. A 

former prosecutor for the Pascua Yaqui Tribe, 
Velasquez prosecuted felonies under the Tribal 
Law and Order Act, and crimes committed by 

non-Natives against Native victims, pursuant to 

the Violence Against Women Act. 

Velasquez earned a BA in political science 

from the University of Arizona and a JD from 
the University of Arizona James E. Rogers 

College of Law. 
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First Peoples Worldwide and American Indian Law Clinic 
Students Support the Gwich'in Steering Committee 

CONTRIBUTED BY CHRISTINA STANTON 

First PeoRles Worldwide operates at the intersection of business, law and finance to work from a foundation of 

Indigenous values to achieve a sustainable future for all Housed at the Center for Native American and Indigenous 

Studies, First Peoples partners closely with faculty from around the University of Colorado, including Leeds School 

of Business and the Law School 

With the work of American Indian Law Clinic's student attorneys, First Peoples has worked to elevate the rights of 

the Gwich'in people in the face of potential oil and gas development in the Coastal Plain of the Arctic Refuge. The 

Gwich'in Steering Committee, formed in the late 1980s to unify Indigenous voices and protect the sacred calving 

grounds in the Refuge. The Refuge, which is a sacred and ancestral land for the Gwich'in, was re-opened to oil 

and gas development through a rider to the 2017 Tax Act. Since then, the federal government fast-tracked lease 

sales and seismic exploration despite a growing public resistance. First Peoples built the capacity of the Gwich'in 

to meet with financial institutions and activate an international strategy, creating broader international awareness of 

the human rights violations that could occur should drilling take place. Not only do these efforts call upon 

international bodies to take action, but they also build the business case to deter financial institutions and other 

corporations from engaging in development. 

The student attorneys in the 2019-2020 American Indian Law Clinic drafted and submitted a request to the United 

Nation's Committee on Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD) for early warning. In this request, they 

enumerated the rights violations by the U.S. Government. Twice, CERD has submitted inquiry to the U.S. in these 

matters - it is rare to receive a response once yet alone twice. CERD stated that there were grave concerns and 

asked the U.S. government to provide information as to how it is taking measures to guarantee the Gwich'ins 

right to free, prior, and informed consent (FPIC), to protect sacred sites, prevent violence against Indigenous 

women, mitigate the climate impact of drilling in the Coastal Plain, and "ensure effective remedies against 

instances of racial discrimination, including in the context of extractive industries." The student attorneys also 

assisted in drafting the filing with the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and in elevating the human 

rights of the Gwich'in during the Universal Periodic Review. Each of these actions has helped to elevate the right 

of the Gwich'in and build international and corporate awareness of the implications of Arctic oil and gas 

development. 

Although the possibility for development remains, there have been several recent wins based on collective 

advocacy efforts around this matter. The lease sales that occurred in January 2021 garnered less than 1 o/o of 

projected income for leasing off these lands. Shortly thereafter, the Biden Administration issued an executive 

order to place a temporary moratorium on all federal government activity "relating to the implementation of the 

Coastal Plain Oil and Gas Leasing Programs." And finally, over thirty banks have refused to finance these projects 

-- including all major U.S. banks. First Peoples, with the research and work of clinical and advanced practicum law 

students, is proud to contribute to these efforts to project the sacred lands and way of life of the Gwich'in. 

2021 PAGE I 06 



Voting Rights 
CONTRIBUTED BY CHRISTINA STANTON 

First Peoples staff collaborated with American Indian 

Law Clinic Advanced Practicum students and three Native-led 

organizations - lllumiNative, Native Organizers Alliance, and 

Buffalo Nickel - to create voting resources tailored for Native 

voters in the 2020 General Election. The campaign, called 

Natives Vote, was developed in response to low voter turnout 

among Native Americans, Alaska Natives, and Native 

Hawaiianscompared to other groups, and studies that 

indicated Native voters were skeptical of voting by mail. 

The centerpiece of the campaign was a website called 

NativesVote2020.com, which provided information about the 

voting process in each of the SO states plus DC. The 

information covered 42 topics and was curatedto cover 

specific questions that Native voters would be more likely to 

have, including language support, how to get an address on a 

reservation in the state, and whether tribal IDs would be 

accepted at the polls. First Peoples staff and three students -

Ryan Lolar, Joseph Holvey, and Erin Woolley - spent hundreds 

of hours researching state election laws to put together these 

answers for each state and uploading them in a user- friendly 

format to the site. 

In addition, Native Organizers Alliance organized volunteers and 

hired staff to bring voter information to urban Native voters and 

voters on reservation, and l llumiNative created a huge online 

presence to reach outto potential voters. To aid these efforts, 

First Peoples staff created a number of FAQs, toolkits, and 

resources covering specific election issues like registration 

deadlines, voter inti midation, and voting by mail, which was 

distributed to potential voters via social media and in-person 

c onversations. 

The campaign was highly successful. Native voter turnout 

greatly exceeded recent elections and had a well- documented 

impact on the outcome of the election. There were also a 

historic number of Native Peoples elected to Congress and to 

state legislatures. More than 7,000 people used the voter 

registration tool on the Native Voteswebsite, two online town 

halls had a combined 97,000 views, and social media posts had 

more than 110,000 likes and comments and more than 34.6 

million total 

Colorado Law's Native American Law Student Association submitted and won a bid for CU to host the National Native 

American Law Student Association's ("NNALSA") 30th Annual Moot Court Competition. Next year, Colorado Law will be the site 

for dozens of law students from across the country to convene and tackle an issue of law affecting Indigenous Tribes in the 

United States drafted by problem author Professor Kristen Carpenter. 

NNALSA was founded in 1970 to support law students interested in the field of Federal Indian Law, Tribal Law, and traditional 

governance. In addition to facilitating opportunities for law students to network with other students, lawyers, judges, and experts 

in the field, NNALSA encourages practical education through its moot court and writing competitions. These competitions allow 

students the opportunity to consider, evaluate, and address delicate issues of law and policy prepared by the problem author, 

providing competitors an opportunity to hone their oral and written argument skills. 

This year's NNALSA Moot Court Competition, hosted by the University of North Dakota School of Law and its NALSA chapter, 

took plac e  virtually in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. Colorado Law's NALSA chapter will have the discretion to host 

either a virtual or in-person event for 2022, but intends to host the competition in-person barring lingering or future concerns 

over health and safety. In addition to student participants, the NNALSA Moot Court Competition requires volunteer judges to 

evaluate the briefs and arguments presented by competitors. If you are interested in volunteering as a judge, becoming a 

conference sponsor, or want to know other ways to get involved please contact American Indian Law Program Fellow Kevin Miller 

(kevin.i.miller@colorado.edu) for more information. 
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