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This project explores the CDPHE story maps documenting the Globeville and
Elyria-Swansea (GES) communities in Denver, near Commerce City, Colorado. These
neighborhoods share common challenges, including limited food access and the impact of
industrial and automotive pollution. For a detailed look at these challenges, visit the story map
here: CDPHE Story Map.

Desire Path seeks to connect the concept of desire paths to community building, a desire
path emerges when people repeatedly choose to leave sidewalks in favor of more direct routes.
These paths are local and organic, maintained by the collective agreement of a community
seeking a better way. Referencing Learning mutual aid: Food justice public pedagogy and
community fridge organizing online, published in the Journal of Applied Communication
Research “ Living within crises requires learning and practicing mutual aid. Mutual aid refers to
the often informal, radical care work that communities do for each other in the face of state and
institutional neglect or catastrophe (Gordon) I want to celebrate the moments of mutual aid
contained within the Arcgis storymap ; the ways the GES Neighborhoods are building their own
support systems, addressing food and housing inequalities, and fostering genuine connection
within their neighbors.

In keeping with my studio practice as a manuscript artist, every page is hand-painted and
lettered. While the aesthetic is informed by the medieval styles my hands know best, this project
emphasizes note-taking as a reflection of my perspective as a student. “In an age of a digital
media content flood, there are high stakes involved in which storytelling energies we choose to
invest in or dismiss” (Cook) From : Amplifying desire-centered research beyond deficits and
fatigue: A case study of environmental justice Arcgis StoryMaps in Colorado. There are elements
here that fit more comfortably in a fine art setting, and to provide context I need to explain that
my artwork primarily focuses on how people express care and devotion to what they value.
Pencil drafting lines, mistakes, and imperfections are intentionally included, leaving these
moments on display feels vulnerable and human to me. I want to be seen in the process of
learning, and I feel strongly that in the face of the overwhelming digital media movement we are
experiencing, that the tenderness of handpainted mistakes feel all the more important.

In the context of this November 2024, I am reflecting on what it means to be part of a
community. By highlighting the initiatives in North Denver, I am following my own desire
path—a journey of reflection and understanding the roots of social change.

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/3be4e7f804a04a5487286cbf8efc491e
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