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Disgraced CU scientist
debarred after falsifying
data
When questioned by investigators, the man fully
admitted to “gross scientific negligence.”
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Rajendra Kadam , a formerly promising Ph.D. student studying the
application of medicine in people’s eyes at the University of Colorado’s
Anschutz Medical Campus, was barred from federally funded research
projects for three years following an investigation of his published articles
by the United States Office of Research Integrity.

The debarment decision is the result of an investigation prompted by the
University of Colorado Board of Regents’ own investigation into Kadam’s
research after the results were questioned by several of his colleagues in
2013.

As a result of that investigation, the Board of Regents revoked Kadam’s
Ph.D. in 2016, and because his research was at least partially supported by
grants from the National Eye Institute and the National Institutes of
Health, the Board of Regents also reported its findings to the federal
government, which ultimately resulted in the debarment announced
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According to a notice published in the Federal Register, “[The Office of
Research Integrity] found that Respondent engaged in research
misconduct by knowingly and intentionally falsifying and/or fabricating
data by manipulating peak area data to reduce variability and/or alter
statistical significance for twenty-six figures and five tables in his Ph.D.
thesis and in nine published papers.”

When questioned by investigators, Kadam fully admitted to “gross
scientific negligence,” but because Kadam was the only person in the lab
able to use the necessary equipment for producing these results, neither
investigation found evidence that anyone else in the lab, including
professor Uday Kompella , whose lab Kadam worked in, participated in
the fabrications or knowingly allowed them to stand.

Read more at dailycamera.com.
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