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The 24-month STEM OPT Extension (STEM OPT) is defined in the F-1 regulations as a “24month extension of post-completion OPT for a science, technology, engineering, or
mathematics (STEM) degree.”
An extension of OPT is available for students who have earned certain qualifying STEM
degrees and whose employer is enrolled in the USCIS E-Verify program. This guide reviews
information related to the STEM OPT application process as well as the STEM OPT reporting
requirements.

SECTION 1
Introduction to STEM OPT
This section will review eligibility requirements and the application timeline.
How do I know if I am eligible for STEM OPT?
1. You must currently be in an authorized period of post-completion OPT and maintaining
your F-1 status.
2. You must have a qualifying STEM degree (bachelor's, master's, or doctorate degree)
earned at an accredited, SEVP-certified, U.S. higher education institution in the last 10
years.
 The "thesis or dissertation" exception is not available when basing the STEM
OPT Extension on a previous degree; the previous degree must be conferred.
 The degree that serves as the basis for a second lifetime STEM OPT, must be at
a higher educational level than the degree that served as the basis for the first
STEM OPT.
3. You must have a qualifying employer for a position in the qualifying STEM degree field.
 The job must be paid for at least 20 hours a week and should reflect a bona fide
employer-employee relationship.
 Remember that you must Stay Away from Marijuana (Cannabis) Related
Activities & Industries
 The employer must be registered in E-Verify, have an IRS Employer
Identification Number (EIN), and sufficient resources to provide a training
program.
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The employer must sign the Form I-983 Training Plan, agreeing to the wage,
working conditions, supervision, site visit, and reporting obligations set forth on
the Form I-983 and in the regulations.
4. You must only pursue training directly related to your major field of study.
When can I apply for STEM OPT?
You can apply for STEM OPT no earlier than 90 days prior to your current post-completion OPT
Employment Authorization Document (EAD) expiration date. If your current post-completion
OPT authorization has already expired, you cannot apply for the 24-month STEM OPT
Extension.
Do I need to have a job before I apply for STEM OPT?
Yes. When you apply for STEM OPT, you are requesting authorization to work in a specific job
that is directly related to your major field of study. Additionally, you are requesting
authorization to work for an employer that is registered in E-Verify, has an IRS Employer
Identification Number (EIN), and sufficient resources to provide a training program. You will
complete the Form I-983 training plan with your specific employer prior to applying for STEM
OPT.
Do I choose my authorization start date for STEM OPT?
No. Your STEM OPT authorization start date must be the date immediately after your postcompletion OPT end date. For example, if your post-completion OPT end date is June 1, then
your STEM OPT authorization start date will be June 2.
If your STEM OPT training start date is after your STEM OPT authorization start date, then you
will accrue unemployment days from the STEM OPT authorization start date to the date that you
begin your training while on STEM OPT. For example: If your STEM OPT authorization start
date is June 2 but your training start date at your STEM OPT employer is July 2, you will accrue
30 unemployment days for the days between June 2 and July 2.
Can I have STEM OPT based on a previously obtained qualifying STEM degree?
Yes, the degree that is the basis for the 24-month STEM OPT Extension may be, but is not
required to be, the degree that is the basis for the post-completion OPT period.
The previously obtained qualifying STEM degree must meet the following requirements:
 If an application for a 24-month STEM OPT Extension is based upon a degree
obtained previous to the degree that provided the basis for the period of postcompletion OPT, that previously obtained degree must have been conferred from a
U.S. educational institution that is accredited and SEVP-certified at the time the
student’s Designated School Official (DSO) recommends the student for the 24month STEM OPT Extension and must be in a degree program category included on
the current STEM Designated Degree Program List at the time of the DSO
recommendation.
 That previously obtained degree must have been conferred within the 10 years
preceding the date the DSO recommends the student for the 24-month STEM OPT
Extension.
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SECTION 2
Applying for STEM OPT
This section provides a material guide to applying for STEM OPT. Included in this section are
detailed instructions, a list of documents and materials that you need to compile, and
information about what happens after you fill out the STEM OPT Extension I-20 Request
Form.
ISSS has a list of STEM OPT resources on the right-hand side of this page including our ISSS
STEM OPT Workshop Presentation.
Does USCIS accept electronically filed applications?
On April 12, 2021, United States Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) announced they
will now accept electronic filings of form I-765 from international students in F-1 status who are
applying for Optional Practical Training (OPT) in the following categories: (c)(3)(A) PreCompletion OPT, (c)(3)(B) Post-Completion OPT, and (c)(3)(C) STEM Extension OPT.
Before electronically filing the Form I-765 with USCIS online or filing by mail, students must first
submit the STEM OPT Extension I-20 Request Form to ISSS and ISSS must make the STEM
OPT recommendation in SEVIS. This is very important. If a student first submits the USCIS
online application and then requests the STEM OPT recommendation I-20 from ISSS, the
STEM OPT application will be denied, as the regulations require the recommendation be
entered into SEVIS prior to the STEM OPT filing.
Filing electronically:
 There are several benefits to filing your STEM OPT application electronically.
 USCIS has confirmed that an electronically filed STEM OPT application is less likely
to be rejected. This is because the USCIS online filing system uses logic that limits
the questions you will need to answer based on prior answers, diminishing the
opportunity for errors.
 Once the application is submitted online with final payment, students will immediately
receive a receipt number and receipt notice. This means that you will not face
a receipt notice delay. A paper copy receipt notice will also be mailed to
applicants.
 Payment will be made on a secure website using a credit or debit card. This means
that you'll be able to confirm receipt of payment at the time of application. ISSS
understands that once you submit payment, your whole application will be submitted
to USCIS. Please make sure that you are ready to submit your entire STEM OPT
application (including the required STEM OPT recommendation I-20 from ISSS,
passport photos, and any other supporting documents) when you get to the payment
screen.
 Additional evidence can be uploaded to the application after submitting. However,
ISSS urges students to ensure that they submit a complete application at the time of
submission to USCIS. ISSS wants to reiterate that you must first receive the I-20
recommending STEM OPT from ISSS before submitting your complete application to
USCIS online.
Filing by mail:
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Submitting your complete application to USCIS by mail is still allowed. ISSS wants
you to be aware of the following if you choose to submit your application to USCIS by
mail.
You must first receive the I-20 recommending STEM OPT from ISSS before
submitting your completed documents to USCIS.
You will need to submit a complete Form I-765 to USCIS. ISSS has a sample Form I765 for you to reference while completing your own Form I-765. Please make sure
that you sign your Form I-765 by hand with a black ink pen.
You should include the Form G-1145 on top of your complete application materials
that you mail to USCIS. This form allows you to receive an email/text message when
USCIS accepts your application at the Lockbox.
How do I request and receive my STEM OPT I-20 from ISSS?

1. Complete the I-983 Training Plan for STEM OPT Students with your employer
 Feel free to add additional pages/addendums if needed.
 Detailed instructions for completing the Form I-983 are included on this
webpage.
2. Complete the STEM OPT Extension I-20 Request Form and attach a copy of your:
 Complete and signed Form I-983 Training Plan;
 most recent EAD card; and
 documentation of the completion of your STEM degree course work.
o If you have completed the degree, attach a copy of your diploma and/or a
copy of your final transcript indicating the degree and major.
o If you have only completed the course work for the degree, attach a signed
letter on letterhead from your academic department indicating the degree’s
major, when the course work was completed, and that the degree is still in
progress.
3. Attach additional documentation if applicable (e.g., I-20 from a previously obtained
STEM degree)
ISSS wants to reiterate that you must first receive the I-20 recommending STEM OPT from
ISSS before submitting your completed documents to USCIS.
What happens while ISSS is reviewing my STEM OPT I-20 Request Form and attached
materials?





ISSS will review your request form, your completed Form I-983, diploma, and EAD card.
ISSS will contact you if any questions arise or if any edits are required before ISSS
proceeds with your request.
ISSS will recommend the STEM OPT Extension in SEVIS and upload your completed
Form I-983 to SEVIS.
ISSS will use the information that you submit on the Form I-983 and the STEM OPT
Extension I-20 Request Form to recommend STEM OPT. Please make sure that you
provide accurate information on these forms.
ISSS will issue you a signed I-20 recommending STEM OPT. You must sign this I-20 by
hand and include a copy of it in your application that you submit to USCIS. ISSS wants
to reiterate that you must first receive the I-20 recommending STEM OPT from ISSS
before submitting your completed documents to USCIS.
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Please note that ISSS only recommends that you receive the 24-month STEM OPT
Extension; the final decision is made by USCIS.
What materials do I need to submit to USCIS for my STEM OPT application?

The materials that you will submit to USCIS depend on whether you are electronically filing the
Form I-765 with USCIS online or mailing your completed application to USCIS. Remember that
you must first receive the I-20 recommending STEM OPT from ISSS before submitting your
completed documents to USCIS.
To receive your I-20 recommending STEM OPT, please complete the STEM OPT Extension I20 Request Form.
Be sure you submit a complete STEM OPT application to USCIS. Review the checklist below
and USCIS’ Optional Checklist for I-765 (c)(3)(C) Filings. USCIS may still request additional
documentation.
If you will be mailing your application materials to USCIS, you will need to mail printed
paper copies of these materials to USCIS:













Form I-765: Type information into the form, print, and sign your name in black ink.
Please review the Form I-765 instructions below.
Current I-94 Record (either electronic or paper card)
o Electronic I-94: Download copy from the Customs and Border Protection I-94
website. Students most commonly have an electronic I-94.
o Paper I-94 Card: Include photocopies of the front and back of your I-94 card.
Clear (color) copy of your valid passport ID page(s) and any renewal, extension,
amendment, or correction pages.
Clear (color) copy of most recent U.S. entry visa or change of status I-797
approval notice. Exception: Canadians
Application Fee (Pay by Check, Money Order, or Credit Card: $410 filing fee)
o If you choose to pay with a Personal Check/Money Order Payment: Make
payable to “U.S. Department of Homeland Security”
o Do NOT abbreviate name to DHS or USDHS; Sign and date the check
(month/day/year) on the front of the check (do not sign the back of the check);
On the memo line, indicate—OPT and your I-94 number.
o If you choose to pay with a Credit Card: Submit the Form G-1450 to authorize
a credit card payment. USCIS accepts: Visa, MasterCard, American Express, or
Discover.
Form G-1145 (Optional, but recommended): Place this form on the top of your
application if you would like to receive an email/text message when USCIS accepts your
application at the Lockbox.
Clear copies of the front and back of any Employment Authorization Documents (EADs)
issued previously by USCIS.
Photocopies of the I-20 ISSS issues with the STEM OPT recommendation, any previous
I-20s from a different SEVIS ID than you have now (if applicable), as well as copies of
any previous OPT approval I-20(s).
Documentation of the completion of your STEM degree course work.
o Submit a copy of your diploma and/or a copy of your final transcript indicating the
degree and major.
Two identical color U.S.-style passport photographs taken within the last 30 days
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2” x 2” on plain white or off-white background in accordance with Department of
State photo requirements. You cannot be wearing glasses, hats, or head
coverings unless a personal or doctor’s statement is submitted.
Do not cut, trim, or otherwise alter the photos.
Do not reuse old photos or photos used in passport/visa applications.
If USCIS requests new photos, it will delay the STEM OPT application
processing.
Gently write your name and I-94 number on the back of each photo in case they
are separated from the application.

You will not mail the completed Form I-983 to USCIS. ISSS uploads the completed Form I-983
to your SEVIS record and attests that it is signed, completed, and addresses all program
requirements.
If you will be electronically filing the Form I-765 with USCIS online, you will need to
upload the following materials to the USCIS online application system:
Documents can be uploaded in the following formats: JPG, JPEG, PDF, TIF, or TIFF. Photos
can be uploaded as a JPG, JPEG, or PNG.













Form I-765: You will complete the Form I-765 through the USCIS online application
system. The USCIS online filing system uses logic that limits the questions you will need
to answer based on prior answers, diminishing the opportunity for errors. You will
provide an electronic signature toward the end of the USCIS online application.
Current I-94 Record (either electronic or paper card)
o Electronic I-94: Download copy from the Customs and Border Protection I-94
website. Students most commonly have an electronic I-94.
o Paper I-94 Card: Include photocopies of the front and back of your I-94 card.
Clear (color) copy of your valid passport ID page(s) and any renewal, extension,
amendment, or correction pages
Clear (color) copy of most recent U.S. entry visa or change of status I-797
approval notice. Exception: Canadians
Application Fee: $410 filing fee
o You will submit payment on a secure webpage. ISSS understands that once you
submit payment, your whole application will be submitted to USCIS. Please make
sure that you are ready to submit your entire STEM OPT application (including
the required STEM OPT recommendation I-20 from ISSS, passport photos, and
any other supporting documents) when you get to the payment screen.
Clear copies of the front and back of any Employment Authorization Documents (EADs)
issued previously by USCIS.
Photocopies of the I-20 ISSS issues with the STEM OPT recommendation, any previous
I-20s from a different SEVIS ID than you have now (if applicable), as well as copies of
any previous OPT approval I-20(s).
Documentation of the completion of your STEM degree course work.
o Submit a copy of your diploma and/or a copy of your final transcript indicating the
degree and major.
One color U.S.-style passport photograph taken within the last 30 days
o 2” x 2” on plain white or off-white background in accordance with Department of
State photo requirements. You cannot be wearing glasses, hats, or head
coverings unless a personal or doctor’s statement is submitted.
o Do not cut, trim, or otherwise alter the photos.
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Do not reuse old photos or photos used in passport/visa applications.
If USCIS requests new photos, it will delay the STEM OPT application
processing.

You will not file the completed Form I-983 with USCIS. ISSS uploads the completed Form I-983
to your SEVIS record and attests that it is signed, completed, and addresses all program
requirements.

SECTION 3
Form I-983 and Form I-765 Instructions
This section contains an in-depth guide to the Form I-983 and the Form I-765.
What is the difference between the Form I-983 and the Form I-765?
The Form I-983 is a formal training plan between the student in F-1 status and their employer
that must clearly articulate the STEM OPT student’s learning objectives and affirm the
employer’s commitment to helping the student achieve those objectives. The Form I-983 is not
mailed to USCIS with your STEM OPT application, but ISSS uploads it to SEVIS when
recommending STEM OPT. The Form I-765 is used to request employment authorization and
an Employment Authorization Document (EAD).
If mailing your materials to USCIS for processing, you will need to include a paper copy of
your complete Form I-765. You will need to sign this form by hand with a black ink pen. It is your
responsibility as the F-1 applicant to ensure that you have filled out your Form I-765 correctly.
If electronically filing the Form I-765 with USCIS online, you will not fill out a paper copy of
the Form I-765. The USCIS online filing system uses logic that limits the questions you will need
to answer based on prior answers, diminishing the opportunity for errors. You will sign your
Form I-765 electronically in the USCIS online application system.
What resources should I reference while filling out my Form I-765 and Form I-983?






Below are written ISSS instructions for completing the Form I-765 and the Form
I-983.
Study in the States I-983 Resources.
Department of Homeland Security I-983 Instructions.
Please review the Form I-765 instructions on the USCIS website and prepare a
complete STEM OPT application.
Here is a sample Form I-765. Please note that this is one example. Student
circumstances may differ and require different answers. Please be sure to review
the USCIS I-765 instructions, read the Form I-765 carefully, and reach out to
ISSS if you are still unsure.
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Form I-765 Instructions
The paper Form I-765 must be completed and signed in black ink. We recommend typing this
document. You can write additional information with black ink but write clearly and legibly. Make
sure to sign with a pen in black ink. Unless the form specifically tells you to leave a question
blank, do not leave any questions blank so USCIS knows you did not skip the question by
accident. If a question does not apply to you, write “N/A” or “NONE”.
Remember that if you are filing your Form I-765 with USCIS online, you will not complete a
paper copy Form I-765 but will answer the Form I-765 questions within the USCIS online
application system.


Part1.a. “Initial permission to accept employment” as the reason for completing the
form.
o ISSS recommends marking 1.a. rather than 1.c. because you are applying for the
STEM Extension under a different code - (c)(3)(C) for STEM OPT instead of (c)(3)(B)
for post-completion OPT - so you are not technically renewing your previously
approved employment.
 Part 2: Type your name. If you do not have a middle name, please write “N/A”. Enter
your name as it appears on your passport. Please see Part 6 of the Form I-765 if you do not
have enough space to enter your name.
 Part 2: Items 2-4: if you do not have other names used, write “N/A” in every blank
 Part 2: Item 5: Utilize an address you will continue to receive mail at for at least 120-150
days.
o 5.a. If your name is not on the lease or you do not live in the mailing address you
are providing, please provide the name of the official person living at this address.
o Do not use the ISSS's office address. If you move, update your address with
USCIS Online Change of Address System
 Part 2: Item 7: only fill out if you selected “No” in question 6. Otherwise, leave blank
 Part 2: Item 8: If you have an Alien Registration Number, write that here. Otherwise,
write “NONE”
 Part 2: Item 9: If you have a USCIS Online Account Number, write that here. Otherwise,
write “NONE”
 Part 2: Item 12: Mark “Yes” because you filed a Form I-765 to obtain your postcompletion OPT authorization.
 Part 2: Item 21.c.: If you entered your passport number in 21.b., write “N/A” in 21.c.
 Part 2: Item 27: Enter the eligibility category under 8 CFR 274a.12: (c) (3) (C) for STEM
OPT applications.
 Part 2: Item 28.a.: List your STEM degree program and CIP Code, listed on your I-20
under "Major 1". For example, MA-Aerospace Engineering Sciences 14.0201
 Part 2: Item 28.b.: Enter your Employer’s name as it is listed in E-Verify.
 Part 2: Item 28.c.: Enter your Employer's E-Verify ID Number. This is DIFFERENT from
an Employer Identification Number (EIN).
o To learn more about what the E-Verify ID Number is, please go to the E-Verify
website.
 Part 2: Items 29-31.b.: leave all these blank as they do not apply to STEM OPT
Extension applications.
 Part 3: Item 7.a.: Sign (original signature, black ink) in the box. Be sure to add the date
of signature in box 7.b.
 Part 4: Write “N/A” in every blank unless you used an interpreter to complete the Form I765
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Part 5: Write “N/A” in every blank unless someone else prepared your Form I-765 (e.g.
immigration attorney).
 Part 6:
o Be sure to provide your name in items 1.a., 1.b., and 1.c.
o Item 3.a. and beyond: in this section, you must include information about your
previous post-completion OPT approval(s):
 We recommend using Page 2, Part 2, Item 12 (this refers to filling out a
previous Form I-765 which you did for post-completion OPT)
 On the first line, write “Post-Completion OPT Authorizations.” On the next
lines, write the SEVIS number used for that OPT authorization, dates of
authorization, degree level of authorization (Bachelor, Masters, Doctorate)
 Use the other space in section 6 if you need extra space to provide
additional information.
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Application For Employment Authorization
Department of Homeland Security
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services
Authorization/Extension
Valid From

For
USCIS
Use
Only

Fee Stamp

USCIS
Form I-765
OMB No. 1615-0040
Expires 07/31/2022

Action Block

Authorization/Extension
Valid Through

Alien Registration Number

A-

Remarks

To be completed by an attorney or
Board of Immigration Appeals (BIA)accredited representative (if any).

Select this box if Form G-28
is attached.

Attorney or Accredited Representative
USCIS Online Account Number (if any)

START HERE - Type or print in black ink. Answer all questions fully and accurately. If a question does not apply to you (for
example, if you have never been married and the question asks, “Provide the name of your current spouse”), type or print “N/A”
unless otherwise directed. If your answer to a question which requires a numeric response is zero or none (for example, “How
many children do you have” or “How many times have you departed the United States”), type or print “None” unless otherwise
directed.

Part 1. Reason for Applying

Other Names Used

I am applying for (select only one box):

Provide all other names you have ever used, including aliases,
maiden name, and nicknames. If you need extra space to
complete this section, use the space provided in Part 6.
Additional Information.

1.a.

Initial permission to accept employment.

1.b.

Replacement of lost, stolen, or damaged employment
authorization document, or correction of my
employment authorization document NOT DUE to
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS)
error.

1.c.

2.a. Family Name N/A
(Last Name)
2.b. Given Name N/A
(First Name)

NOTE: Replacement (correction) of an employment
authorization document due to USCIS error does not
require a new Form I-765 and filing fee. Refer to
Replacement for Card Error in the What is the
Filing Fee section of the Form I-765 Instructions for
further details.

2.c. Middle Name N/A

Renewal of my permission to accept employment.
(Attach a copy of your previous employment
authorization document.)

3.c. Middle Name N/A

Part 2. Information About You
Your Full Legal Name

3.a. Family Name N/A
(Last Name)
3.b. Given Name N/A
(First Name)

4.a. Family Name N/A
(Last Name)
4.b. Given Name N/A
(First Name)
4.c. Middle Name N/A

1.a. Family Name Buffalo
(Last Name)
1.b. Given Name Chip
(First Name)
1.c. Middle Name N/A
Form I-765 Edition 08/25/20
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14.

Part 2. Information About You (continued)
Your U.S. Mailing Address
5.a. In Care Of Name (if any)

NOTE: If you answered “No” to Item Number 14., skip
to Part 2., Item Number 18.a. If you answered “Yes” to
Item Number 14., you must also answer “Yes” to Item
Number 15.

5.b. Street Number 123 Bison Lane
and Name
5.c.

Apt.

Ste.

Flr.

5.d. City or Town

Boulder

5.e. State CO

5.f.

6.

15.

2B

ZIP Code 80302

Is your current mailing address the same as your physical
address?
Yes
No

16.a. Family Name
(Last Name)
16.b. Given Name
(First Name)

7.a. Street Number
and Name
Ste.

Flr.

Mother's Name

7.c. City or Town
7.d. State

Provide your mother's birth name.
17.a. Family Name
(Last Name)
17.b. Given Name
(First Name)

7.e. ZIP Code

Other Information
8.

Alien Registration Number (A-Number) (if any)
A- N O N E

9.

USCIS Online Account Number (if any)
N O N E

10.

Gender

11.

Marital Status
Single

12.

NOTE: If you answered “Yes” to Item Numbers
14. - 15., provide the information requested in Item
Numbers 16.a. - 17.b.

Provide your father's birth name.

U.S. Physical Address

Apt.

Consent for Disclosure: I authorize disclosure of
information from this application to the SSA as required
for the purpose of assigning me an SSN and issuing me a
Social Security card.
Yes
No

Father's Name

NOTE: If you answered “No” to Item Number 6.,
provide your physical address below.

7.b.

Do you want the SSA to issue you a Social Security card?
(You must also answer “Yes” to Item Number 15.,
Consent for Disclosure, to receive a card.)
Yes
No

Male

Your Country or Countries of Citizenship or
Nationality

Female

List all countries where you are currently a citizen or national.
If you need extra space to complete this item, use the space
provided in Part 6. Additional Information.
18.a. Country
Hungary

Married

Divorced

Widowed

Have you previously filed Form I-765?
Yes

No

18.b. Country

N/A

13.a. Has the Social Security Administration (SSA) ever
officially issued a Social Security card to you?
Yes
No
NOTE: If you answered “No” to Item Number 13.a.,
skip to Item Number 14. If you answered “Yes” to Item
Number 13.a., provide the information requested in Item
Number 13.b.
13.b. Provide your Social Security number (SSN) (if known).
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Form I-765 Edition 08/25/20
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Part 2. Information About You (continued)
Place of Birth

Information About Your Eligibility Category
27.

Eligibility Category. Refer to the Who May File Form
I-765 section of the Form I-765 Instructions to determine
the appropriate eligibility category for this application.
Enter the appropriate letter and number for your eligibility
category below (for example, (a)(8), (c)(17)(iii)).
( c )( 3 )( C )

28.

(c)(3)(C) STEM OPT Eligibility Category. If you
entered the eligibility category (c)(3)(C) in Item Number
27., provide the information requested in Item Numbers
28.a. - 28.c.

List the city/town/village, state/province, and country where
you were born.
19.a. City/Town/Village of Birth
Budapest
19.b. State/Province of Birth
Pest
19.c. Country of Birth
Hungary
20.

Date of Birth (mm/dd/yyyy)

28.a. Degree 11.0701 02/14/1990

28.b. Employer's Name as Listed in E-Verify
Orange, Inc. and its subsidiaries

Information About Your Last Arrival in the
United States

28.c. Employer's E-Verify Company Identification Number or a
Valid E-Verify Client Company Identification Number

21.a. Form I-94 Arrival-Departure Record Number (if any)
9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 9

29.

(c)(26) Eligibility Category. If you entered the eligibility
category (c)(26) in Item Number 27., provide the receipt
number of your H-1B spouse's most recent Form I-797
Notice for Form I-129, Petition for a Nonimmigrant
Worker.

30.

(c)(8) Eligibility Category If you entered the eligibility
category (c)(8) in Item Number 27., provide the
information requested in Item Numbers 30.a. - 30.g.

112233

21.b. Passport Number of Your Most Recently Issued Passport
1A2B3456
21.c. Travel Document Number (if any)
N/A
21.d. Country That Issued Your Passport or Travel Document
Hungary
21.e. Expiration Date for Passport or Travel Document
(mm/dd/yyyy)
12/06/2026
22.

Date of Your Last Arrival Into the United States, On or
About (mm/dd/yyyy)
08/10/2020

23.

Place of Your Last Arrival Into the United States
Chicago (ORD)

24.

Immigration Status at Your Last Arrival (for example,
B-2 visitor, F-1 student, or no status)
F-1 Student

25.

26.

Your Current Immigration Status or Category (for example,
B-2 visitor, F-1 student, parolee, deferred action, or no
status or category)
F-1 Student
Student and Exchange Visitor Information System
(SEVIS) Number (if any)
N- 0001234456

Form I-765 Edition 08/25/20

30.a. Have you EVER been arrested for, and/or charged with,
and/or convicted of any crime in any country?
Yes

No

NOTE: If you answered “Yes” to Item Number 30.a.,
refer to Special Filing Instructions for Those With
Pending Asylum Applications (c)(8) of the Form I-765
Instructions for information about providing court
dispositions.
30.b. Did you enter the United States lawfully through a U.S.
port of entry and were you inspected and admitted or
paroled after inspection by an immigration officer? (If
you answer “Yes,” you MUST provide evidence of your
lawful entry.)
Yes
No
30.c. If you answered “No” to Item Number 30.b., did you
present yourself to the Secretary of Homeland Security or
his or her delegate (DHS) within 48 hours of entry or
attempted entry AND express an intention to seek asylum
within the United States or express a fear of persecution
or torture in your home country?
Yes
No

Page 3 of 7
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Part 2. Information About You (continued)
If you answered “Yes” to Item Number 30.c., provide the
following information:
30.d. Date you presented yourself to DHS

Part 3. Applicant's Statement, Contact
Information, Declaration, Certification, and
Signature
NOTE: Read the Penalties section of the Form I-765
Instructions before completing this section. You must file
Form I-765 while in the United States.

30.e. Location where you presented yourself to DHS

Applicant's Statement
30.f. Country of claimed persecution

30.g. Provide an explanation for why you did not enter the
United States lawfully through a U.S. port of entry. If
you need extra space to complete this item, use the space
provided in Part 6. Additional Information.

NOTE: Select the box for either Item Number 1.a. or 1.b. If
applicable, select the box for Item Number 2.
1.a.

I can read and understand English, and I have read
and understand every question and instruction on this
application and my answer to every question.

1.b.

The interpreter named in Part 4. read to me every
question and instruction on this application and my
answer to every question in
,
a language in which I am fluent, and I understood
everything.

2.

At my request, the preparer named in Part 5.,
,

NOTE: Refer to the Special Filing Instructions for Those
With Pending Asylum Applications (c)(8) section of the Form
I-765 Instructions for more information.

prepared this application for me based only upon
information I provided or authorized.

Applicant's Contact Information
3.

31.a. (c)(35) and (c)(36) Eligibility Category. If you entered
the eligibility category (c)(35) in Item Number 27., please
provide the receipt number of your Form I-797 Notice for
Form I-140, Immigrant Petition for Alien Worker. If you
entered the eligibility category (c)(36) in Item Number
27., please provide the receipt number of your spouse's or
parent's Form I-797 Notice for Form I-140.

3039876543
4.

NOTE: If you answered “Yes” to Item Number 31.b.,
refer to Employment-Based Nonimmigrant Categories,
Items 8. - 9., in the Who May File Form I-765 section of
the Form I-765 Instructions for information about
providing court dispositions.

Applicant's Mobile Telephone Number (if any)
3039876543

5.

6.
31.b. If you entered the eligibility category (c)(35) or (c)(36) in
Item Number 27., have you EVER been arrested for
and/or convicted of any crime?
Yes
No

Applicant's Daytime Telephone Number

Applicant's Email Address (if any)
chip.buffalo@colorado.edu
Select this box if you are a Salvadoran or Guatemalan
national eligible for benefits under the ABC
settlement agreement.

Applicant's Declaration and Certification
Copies of any documents I have submitted are exact photocopies
of unaltered, original documents, and I understand that USCIS
may require that I submit original documents to USCIS at a later
date. Furthermore, I authorize the release of any information
from any and all of my records that USCIS may need to
determine my eligibility for the immigration benefit that I seek.
I furthermore authorize release of information contained in this
application, in supporting documents, and in my USCIS
records, to other entities and persons where necessary for the
administration and enforcement of U.S. immigration law.

Form I-765 Edition 08/25/20
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Part 3. Applicant's Statement, Contact
Information, Declaration, Certification, and
Signature (continued)
I understand that USCIS may require me to appear for an
appointment to take my biometrics (fingerprints, photograph,
and/or signature) and, at that time, if I am required to provide
biometrics, I will be required to sign an oath reaffirming that:

Part 4. Interpreter's Contact Information,
Certification, and Signature
Interpreter's Mailing Address
3.a. Street Number N/A
and Name
3.b.

Apt.

Ste.

1) I reviewed and understood all of the information
contained in, and submitted with, my application; and

3.c. City or Town N/A

2) All of this information was complete, true, and correct
at the time of filing.

3.d. State

I certify, under penalty of perjury, that all of the information in
my application and any document submitted with it were
provided or authorized by me, that I reviewed and understand
all of the information contained in, and submitted with, my
application and that all of this information is complete, true, and
correct.

3.f.

Province

3.g. Postal Code

Flr.

N/A

3.e. ZIP Code N/A
N/A
N/A

3.h. Country
N/A

Applicant's Signature

Interpreter's Contact Information

7.a. Applicant's Signature

4.

Interpreter's Daytime Telephone Number
N/A

5.

Interpreter's Mobile Telephone Number (if any)

7.b. Date of Signature (mm/dd/yyyy)

04/15/2021

NOTE TO ALL APPLICANTS: If you do not completely fill
out this application or fail to submit required documents listed
in the Instructions, USCIS may deny your application.

Part 4. Interpreter's Contact Information,
Certification, and Signature
Provide the following information about the interpreter.

Interpreter's Full Name
1.a. Interpreter's Family Name (Last Name)
N/A
1.b. Interpreter's Given Name (First Name)
N/A
2.

Interpreter's Business or Organization Name (if any)
N/A

N/A

6.

Interpreter's Email Address (if any)
N/A

Interpreter's Certification
I certify, under penalty of perjury, that:
,
I am fluent in English and
which is the same language specified in Part 3., Item Number
1.b., and I have read to this applicant in the identified language
every question and instruction on this application and his or her
answer to every question. The applicant informed me that he or
she understands every instruction, question, and answer on the
application, including the Applicant's Declaration and
Certification, and has verified the accuracy of every answer.

Interpreter's Signature
7.a. Interpreter's Signature

7.b. Date of Signature (mm/dd/yyyy)

Form I-765 Edition 08/25/20
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Part 5. Contact Information, Declaration, and
Signature of the Person Preparing this
Application, If Other Than the Applicant

Preparer's Statement
7.a.

I am not an attorney or accredited representative but
have prepared this application on behalf of the
applicant and with the applicant's consent.

7.b.

I am an attorney or accredited representative and my
representation of the applicant in this case
extends
does not extend beyond the
preparation of this application.

Provide the following information about the preparer.

Preparer's Full Name
1.a. Preparer's Family Name (Last Name)
N/A
1.b. Preparer's Given Name (First Name)
N/A
2.

Preparer's Business or Organization Name (if any)
N/A

Preparer's Mailing Address
3.a. Street Number N/A
and Name
3.b.

Apt.

Ste.

Flr.

N/A

3.c. City or Town N/A
3.d. State
3.f.

Province

3.g. Postal Code

3.e. ZIP Code N/A

NOTE: If you are an attorney or accredited
representative, you need to submit a completed
Form G-28, Notice of Entry of Appearance as
Attorney or Accredited Representative, with this
application.

Preparer's Certification
By my signature, I certify, under penalty of perjury, that I
prepared this application at the request of the applicant. The
applicant then reviewed this completed application and
informed me that he or she understands all of the information
contained in, and submitted with, his or her application,
including the Applicant's Declaration and Certification, and
that all of this information is complete, true, and correct. I
completed this application based only on information that the
applicant provided to me or authorized me to obtain or use.

N/A

Preparer's Signature

N/A

8.a. Preparer's Signature

3.h. Country
N/A

8.b. Date of Signature (mm/dd/yyyy)

Preparer's Contact Information
4.

Preparer's Daytime Telephone Number
N/A

5.

Preparer's Mobile Telephone Number (if any)
N/A

6.

Preparer's Email Address (if any)
N/A

Form I-765 Edition 08/25/20
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5.a. Page Number

Part 6. Additional Information
If you need extra space to provide any additional information
within this application, use the space below. If you need more
space than what is provided, you may make copies of this page to
complete and file with this application or attach a separate sheet
of paper. Type or print your name and A-Number (if any) at the
top of each sheet; indicate the Page Number, Part Number, and
Item Number to which your answer refers; and sign and date
each sheet.

5.b. Part Number

5.c. Item Number

6.b. Part Number

6.c. Item Number

7.b. Part Number

7.c. Item Number

5.d. P

1.a. Family Name
(Last Name)
1.b. Given Name
(First Name)
1.c. Middle Name
2.

A-Number (if any)

3.a. Page Number
3

A-

3.b. Part Number
2

3.c. Item Number
27

3.d. OPT

6.a. Page Number

6.d.

Post-Completion OPT:
06/06/2020 - 06/05/2021 Master's
level, 11.0701 - Computer Science

4.a. Page Number

4.b. Part Number

4.d.

Form I-765 Edition 08/25/20

4.c. Item Number

7.a. Page Number

7.d.

Page 7 of 7
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Form I-983 Instructions
The Form I-983 must clearly articulate the STEM OPT student’s learning objectives and affirm
the employer’s commitment to helping the student achieve those objectives. STEM OPT
students and their employers are subject to the terms and conditions of the 24-month STEM
OPT Extension regulations, effective as of the training start date requested for the associated
STEM OPT period, as indicated on the Form I-983. Additional information on completing the
Form I-983 can be found at the Department of Homeland Security’s website. No questions
should be left blank except for page 5 of the Form I-983. When first applying for the STEM OPT
Extension, page 5 should be left blank as the evaluations are only completed once a student is
in their STEM OPT authorization period.
Section 1: Student Information (completed by the student)
 Student Name: Enter your full name (Surname/Primary Name, Given Name) as it
appears on your passport.
 Name of School Recommending STEM OPT: Enter school name (see “School
Information” section on your Form I-20) Example: University of Colorado Boulder
 Name of School Where STEM Degree Was Earned: Enter the name of the school
from which you earned the degree upon which the STEM OPT is based. This may or
may not be the same school recommending the STEM OPT if you are using a prior
qualifying STEM degree.
 SEVIS School Code of School Recommending STEM OPT: University of Colorado
Boulder’s F-1 School Code is DEN214F00155000.
 DSO Name and Contact Information: Enter the name of an ISSS Advisor, their email
address, phone number, and the following address: 2249 Willard Loop Drive
Boulder, CO 80309. If you are unable to fit all of this information into the space
provided, you may hand write it very neatly in black ink.
 Student SEVIS ID Number: Enter your SEVIS identification (ID) number (see “SEVIS
ID” at top of your Form I-20, beginning with N)
 STEM OPT Requested Period: The duration of your STEM OPT extension is based
on your current post-completion OPT end date, regardless of whether the authorized
dates match actual training dates. For a student currently on post-completion OPT
requesting a STEM OPT extension, the start date of the STEM OPT should be the
day after your current post-completion OPT ends.
 Qualifying Major and Classification of Instructional Programs (CIP) Code: Enter the
code per Form I-20 for the school and degree program you are basing your STEM
OPT request. The CIP code is a six-digit code (XX. XXXX) following the major.
Example: 11.0701 - Computer Science.
 Level/Type of Qualifying Degree: Enter the academic level upon which you are
basing STEM OPT. (For example, Bachelor’s, Master’s, or Ph.D.)
 Date Awarded: Enter the program end date listed on the Form I-20 for the school and
degree program upon which you are basing your STEM OPT request.
 Based on Prior Degree: Check “Yes” if your STEM OPT is based on a previouslyobtained U.S. STEM degree and is not the same degree upon which your current
post-completion OPT was granted. Check “No” if your STEM OPT is based on your
most recently obtained degree, and that is the degree upon which your current postcompletion OPT is based.
 Employment Authorization Number: Enter the number found on your Employment
Authorization document (EAD card) underneath “USCIS#”
International Student & Scholar Services | Center for Community, S355 | Boulder, Colorado 80309-0123
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Section 2: Student Certification (Completed by Student)
Review each item carefully and affirm the statements by signing the Form.
Section 3: Employer Information (Completed by Employer)
 Be sure to your employer fully completes section 3. The employer name should be
written as the company’s legal E-Verify name.
 Start Date of Employment: The date entered here needs to reflect the dates of
your training with your STEM Extension/E-Verify employer after your post-completion
OPT has ended and during the STEM OPT authorization period. In other words, the start
date of employment is the date when the student will begin the STEM OPT training with
the employer. This is confirmed in the ICE.gov I-983 Instructions.
 If you receive any company benefits (health insurance, dental insurance, 401K, etc.) you
should list those benefits below your salary. “Standard company benefits” can be written
if applicable.
 Students in F-1 status working at the University of Colorado Boulder during the STEM
extension period only:
 Employer’s E-verify Name: The Regents of the University of Colorado Boulder
 Employer Address: should be determined by the individual completing section 3
of the Form I-983
 Employer ID Number (EIN) = 84-6000-555
 NAICS Number = 611310
 Number of Full-Time Employees at CU Boulder= approximately 7,000+
Section 4: Employer Certification (Completed by Employer)
 Employer Certification: The Employer Official with Signatory Authority, who is an
appropriate individual in the employer’s organization, who is familiar with the student’s
goals and performance, and who is an employee who has signatory authority for the
employer should review the certification and affirm the statement by signature.
 Students in F-1 status working at the University of Colorado Boulder during the STEM
extension period only:
 The chair of the department or the director of the unit where you work is the only
individual authorized to sign on behalf of CU Boulder. In Section 6, Employer
Official Certification of the Training Plan Form, the student’s direct supervisor
should sign.
Section 5: Training Plan for OPT STEM Extension Students (Completed by Employer)
 Federal regulations require each STEM OPT student to prepare and execute with his or
her prospective employer a formal training plan that identifies learning objectives and a
plan for achieving those objectives. The STEM OPT student and his or her employer
must work together to finalize the plan.
 Take care to address the questions being asked in Section 5 of the Form I-983.
 Students in F-1 status working at the University of Colorado Boulder during the STEM
extension period only:
 Site address needs to be the physical address where you will be working
while on the STEM OPT Extension.
Section 6: Employer Official Certification (Completed by Employer)
 The individual who signs this Certification need not be, but can be, the same individual
who signed the Employer Certification in Section 4. An employee with signatory authority for
the employer should review the certification and affirm the statement by signature. On the
material change certification (#4 under section 6), please note that material changes in the
plan can include (but are not limited to) the following:
International Student & Scholar Services | Center for Community, S355 | Boulder, Colorado 80309-0123
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18






Any change of Employer Identification Number (EIN) resulting from a corporate
restructuring;
Any reduction in compensation from the amount previously submitted on the Form I‐983
“Training Plan for STEM OPT Students,” that is not tied to a reduction in hours worked;
Any significant decrease in hours per week that a student engages in a STEM training
opportunity, and;
Any decrease in hours below the 20‐hours‐per‐ week minimum required under this rule.

Students in F-1 status working at the University of Colorado Boulder during the STEM extension
period only: The student’s direct supervisor should sign the Employer Official Certification of the
Training Plan form
Evaluation on Student Progress
Student evaluations are a shared responsibility of both the student and the employer to ensure
that the student’s practical training goals are being satisfactorily met. The student is responsible
for conducting a self-evaluation based on his or her own training progress. The employer must
review and sign the self-evaluation to attest to its accuracy.
When first applying for the STEM OPT Extension, page 5 should be left blank as the evaluations
are only completed once a student is in their STEM OPT authorization period.
These evaluations are required at the following times:
 Evaluation on Student Progress (top of page 5 of Form I-983) required after completion
of 12 months of STEM OPT period. Enter start and end dates for first 12 months of
STEM OPT training period.
 Final Evaluation on Student Progress (bottom of page 5 of Form I-983) due within 10
days of the conclusion of 24-month STEM OPT period OR if the STEM OPT training
ends early, the student must submit the final evaluation within 10 days following the
conclusion of the training opportunity.
The Employer Official with Signatory Authority must sign, print name, and enter the date of
signature to show concurrence with the evaluation information that the student has entered.
Failing to submit a final evaluation would be a violation of the terms of the Form I-983 and may
jeopardize the student’s nonimmigrant status.
ISSS will reach out to students on STEM OPT to remind them to complete the 12 month and 24
month evaluations. It is the student’s responsibility to submit the evaluations in a timely matter.
This includes providing a final evaluation within 10 days of completion if the student leaves a job
before the 24-month STEM extension ends.

SECTION 4
Submitting Your STEM OPT Application
This section provides instructions for submitting your complete STEM OPT application materials
to USCIS.
ISSS has issued me an I-20 recommending STEM OPT. Now what do I do?


Make any edits that ISSS has recommended to your STEM OPT application materials
and review all your materials completely.
International Student & Scholar Services | Center for Community, S355 | Boulder, Colorado 80309-0123
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Compile all the USCIS application materials that were listed in the Applying for STEM
OPT section of this webpage. Ensure they are complete and accurate.
 If filing by mail, ensure all forms are signed by hand with black ink.
 If electronically filing the Form I-765 with USCIS online, an electronic signature
will be required.

No matter how you file, USCIS must receive your STEM OPT application within 60 days of the
date ISSS enters the recommendation for STEM OPT into your SEVIS record.
Option 1: Mail your complete STEM OPT application materials to USCIS:
It is your responsibility to mail all the required STEM OPT application materials to the USCIS
Lockbox or Service Center that processes applications for your eligibility category and place of
residence. The STEM OPT eligibility category is: (c)(3)(C).






The address depends on the mailing service you choose to use to mail the application.
Form I-765 filing addresses are available on the USCIS website.
ISSS recommends that you use a mailing service that provides detailed tracking
information (FedEx, UPS, or DHL). You can also use the U.S. Postal Service.
Make sure that you have signed your Form I-765 by hand with a black ink pen.
Please do not include any staples in your STEM OPT documents/application. Please
use a paperclip or a binder clip to keep all your documents together.
Please print your documents single-sided. Having your documents double sided will not
result in a denial of your application, but USCIS prefers that all documents be single
sided.

Option 2: Electronically file your complete STEM OPT application materials:
To electronically file the Form I-765 with USCIS online, individuals must first create a USCIS
online account at myaccount.uscis.gov. Once you have created an account, you’ll be able to
complete the filing process. Within your USCIS account, you will be able to:




Upload your documents;
 Documents can be uploaded in the following formats: JPG, JPEG, PDF, TIF, or
TIFF. Photos can be uploaded as a JPG, JPEG, or PNG.
 File names must contain only English characters (e.g. ABC). Special characters
(e.g. @, #, $, &) are not allowed. You will receive an error message if the file
format or file name do not meet the standards above.
Pay the $410 fee;
 Payment will be made on a secure website using a credit or debit card. This
means that you will be able to confirm receipt of payment at the time of
application. ISSS understands that once you submit payment, your whole
application will be submitted to USCIS. Please make sure that you are ready to
submit your entire STEM OPT application (including the required STEM OPT
recommendation I-20 from ISSS, passport photos, and any other supporting
documents) when you get to the payment screen.

Once you submit your application through the online system, you should:
 Receive your receipt notice and receipt number immediately within your USCIS
account;
 Be able to track the status of your case;
 Communicate with USCIS through a secure inbox; and
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Respond to Requests for Evidence (RFE).

Please note: filing online does not expedite the USCIS processing times.
Is there anything I should be aware of while I work on submitting my STEM OPT materials
to USCIS?
You MUST submit your application to USCIS while you are inside of the United States. ISSS
wants to reiterate that you must first receive the I-20 recommending STEM OPT from ISSS
before submitting your completed documents to USCIS.
Your STEM OPT application must be received and begin being processed by USCIS:
 No earlier than 90 days prior to your current post-completion OPT EAD expiration date;
 No later than your current post-completion OPT EAD end date; and
 Within 60 days of the “School Attestation” signature date on page 1 of the STEM OPT I20.
If your current post-completion OPT authorization has already expired, you cannot apply for
STEM OPT.
When can I start working on STEM OPT?
You may continue to work on your expired EAD for post-completion OPT along with your STEM
OPT Receipt Notice for up to 180 days while your STEM OPT petition is pending if you meet the
following conditions:
 You are currently in a period of post-completion OPT.
 You properly and in a timely manner filed your application for the 24-month STEM OPT
Extension with USCIS.
*Receipt Notice must show a receipt date that is prior to your current post-completion OPT EAD
end date.
If you are applying for STEM OPT and if you have timely filed your STEM OPT application with
USCIS and your post-completion OPT expires prior to the approval of the OPT STEM
Extension, then USCIS will automatically extend your OPT employment authorization for an
additional 180 days. You can learn more about the 180-extension on the USCIS website.
How long will it take USCIS to process my STEM OPT application?
You can check USCIS's Form I-765 processing times by going to their processing times
website and selecting "I-765 Application for Employment Authorization" under "Form" and
"Potomac Service Center" under "Field Office or Service Center". There you will be able to see
their estimated time range for processing OPT (including STEM OPT) applications. Generally, it
takes 2 – 5 months for OPT applications to be adjudicated by USCIS.
What copies of my I-20s must I include with my application?


You must include a copy of your I-20 recommending STEM OPT. You should also
include:
 A copy of any previous OPT approval I-20(s).
 A copy of any I-20s from a different SEVIS ID than you have now (if applicable).
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I submitted my STEM OPT application materials to USCIS. What should I do while I wait?







Pay attention to receipt notices, mail, and notifications from USCIS.
Contact ISSS if your STEM OPT application is rejected, denied, or if you receive a
Request for Evidence (RFE).
 If you move from the U.S. address you entered in item 3 of the Form I-765 or are
no longer receiving mail there and have not yet received your Employment
Authorization Document (EAD Card), you must update your address information
in the USCIS Online Change of Address System.
If you have questions about your case or status of your application, please use
the USCIS online tools or call the National Customer Service Number (800-375-5283).
To check your case status online, click here. On that webpage, you can create a free
account which will allow you to view your case status, history, and easily save your
receipt numbers. You will also receive electronic case updates.
Be mindful of the 180-day extension. You may continue to work on your expired EAD for
post-completion OPT along with your STEM OPT Receipt Notice up to 180 days while
your STEM OPT petition is pending if you meet the following conditions:
 You are currently in a period of post-completion OPT.
 You properly and in a timely manner filed your application for the 24-month
STEM OPT Extension with USCIS.
 Receipt Notice must show a receipt date that is prior to your current postcompletion OPT EAD end date.
 If your STEM OPT application is still pending after the 180-day extension, you
must stop working. Contact ISSS if your STEM OPT application is still pending
and the end of the 180-day extension is nearing.

SECTION 5
STEM OPT Reporting Requirements
This section reviews your reporting requirements while on an approved period of STEM OPT.
What is the SEVP Portal?
The SEVP Portal allows students in F-1 status to monitor their employment authorization and
update their address, telephone, and employer information to meet regulatory reporting
requirements. Access to the SEVP Portal is granted when a student is on an authorized period
of post-completion OPT. Students on STEM OPT should be familiar with the SEVP Portal and
have experience using it to update their contact information and employment details. Please
review the SEVP Help Hub for additional resources (e.g., user guide, instructional videos).
What am I required to report while I’m on an authorized period of STEM OPT?
This Study in the States STEM OPT Reporting Requirements handout is helpful for students
and employers to understand their reporting requirements.
It is important that you understand that your reporting requirements on STEM OPT are different
from your reporting requirements while in a period of post-completion OPT.
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General Reporting: Any changes in the student’s legal name, address, phone
number, can be made by the student in the SEVP portal. If the student has an
update regarding the employer, or employment status, the student must notify
ISSS within 10 days of the change by submitting the ISSS OPT Information
Update Form which will allow ISSS to make the employment update on the
student’s behalf.



Validation Reporting: A 6-, 12- and 18-month validation report to the
Designated School Official (DSO) that confirms the student’s name, address,
employer name and address, and employment status are correct.



Self-Evaluations: Self-evaluations are submitted to the Designated School
Office (DSO) at the end of any employment and at the 12- and 24-month marks
from the start date of the STEM OPT Extension. A concluding self-evaluation
occurs at the end of any period of employment, regardless of its duration.

During your STEM OPT authorization period, you should report changes of address or
telephone information in the SEVP Portal. For alumni purposes, you can update your address
in Buff Portal and with Alumni Association. Any changes to your name or citizenship should be
communicated to ISSS.
What is my employer required to report while I am on an authorized period of STEM
OPT?
This Study in the States STEM OPT Reporting Requirements handout is helpful for students
and employers to understand their reporting requirements. Additionally, the Study in the States
Employer: STEM OPT Reporting Requirements page is a great resource that includes more
information about the requirements listed below. You may also download SEVP's Training
STEM OPT Students presentation for more employer-related compliance information.
Below are the specific instances in which employers are required to fulfill reporting
requirements.


Complete and Certify the Form I-983
 The STEM OPT employer must work with the student to complete the Form I-983
and designate an Official with Signatory Authority to certify that information in the
document is true and correct. The form is not complete until the employer has
signed and certified it in the designated areas.



Evaluation on Student Progress
 The STEM OPT employer must review the student’s annual self-evaluation on
their own progress and sign it to attest to its accuracy.



Material Changes to an Existing Form I-983
 Employers must work with the STEM OPT student to report to the Designated
School Official (DSO) any material changes to, or material deviations from, the
student’s formal training plan, by filling out a new Form I-983.



Loss of Employment
 The employer and student both must notify the Designated School Official (DSO)
when the student’s employment is terminated for any reason before the end of
the authorized extension period. The employer must report such a change in
employment to ISSS no later than five business days after the
International Student & Scholar Services | Center for Community, S355 | Boulder, Colorado 80309-0123
Phone 303.492.8057 | Fax 303.492.5185 | ISSS@colorado.edu

23

student’s employment terminates or the student has departed the United States.
Employers and students can satisfy this requirement with an email to
the ISSS indicating that the student was terminated or has otherwise departed,
as well as the applicable date of such termination or departure.
What do I do if my STEM OPT employer changes?
The steps involved depend on if your STEM OPT has been approved or is in pending status.
If your STEM OPT application is pending and your employer changes:
 You will need to submit a new Form I-983 to ISSS for the new employer. You can submit
the new Form I-983 to ISSS via the Document Submission Form (available in MyISSS
portal).
 ISSS will need to submit an updated Form I-20 with the new employer information and
the new Employer Identification Number (EIN) to USCIS. We will do this on your behalf.
A new Form I-765 is not needed.
 If you are already within your STEM OPT period which begins immediately after
your post-completion OPT end date (even if your application is pending), then
you also need to submit your Form I-983 final evaluation for your current
employer. The final evaluation must be completed by you and signed by your
supervisor. You do not have to complete a brand-new Form I-983 for the
evaluation, just the final evaluation found on page 5. You can submit the final
evaluation via the Document Submission Form (available in MyISSS portal).
If your STEM OPT application is approved and your employer changes:
 You’ll need to report the end date of your current employer to ISSS. You can do this by
simply sending ISSS an email.
 Your current employer is required to report the termination of your employment to ISSS
within 5 business days. They can do this by simply sending ISSS an email.
 You must complete your Form I-983 final evaluation for your current employer. The final
evaluation must be completed by you and signed by your supervisor. You do not have to
complete a brand-new Form I-983 for the evaluation, just the final evaluation found on
page 5. You can submit the final evaluation via the Document Submission Form
(available in MyISSS portal)
 You will need to complete the ISSS OPT Information Update Form (name, address,
citizenship, and employment). You will need to provide your current employer end date
and your new employer’s information. You will also need to upload a copy of the new
completed and signed Form I-983 Training Plan for your new STEM OPT training
opportunity.
In what situations would I need to submit a new Form I-983?
Both STEM OPT students and employers are obligated to report material changes to, or
material deviations from, the student’s formal training plan.
Material changes or deviations may include, but are not limited to:
 Any change of the employer’s Employer Identification Number, (the company’s
Federal Tax ID number) resulting from a change in the employer’s ownership or
structure.
 Any reduction in student compensation that is not tied to a reduction in hours
worked.
 Any significant decrease in hours per week that a student engages in a STEM
training opportunity.
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Changes to the employer’s commitments or student’s learning objectives as
documented on the Form I-983.

So long as the STEM OPT student and employer meet the regulatory requirements and the
modified Form I-983 meets the specified requirements, the student’s employment authorization
will not cease based on a change to the plan.
Do I have unemployment days while on the OPT STEM Extension?
A student on the 24-month STEM OPT Extension can be unemployed for a total of 150 days.
This includes any of the remaining 90 days of unemployment allotted from the standard postcompletion OPT.
What documentation should I keep for my records while on STEM OPT?
The list below is a suggestion of records you may be asked to present to prove STEM OPT
training (during or after your STEM OPT authorization); it is not exhaustive. Be sure to maintain
documentation that the training is in your major field of study.

Copies of offer letters and agreements/contracts with all STEM OPT employers
including: start/ end dates, pay rate, and number of weekly work hours.

Copies of job descriptions including job title, duties, location, and supervisor’s
contact information.

If you worked for an agency or consultancy, keep evidence of the projects you
worked on.

Keep copies of your pay vouchers/pay stubs for all periods of employment,
copies of your bank statements that show direct or corresponding deposits from your
employer(s), and associated W-2 tax forms.

SECTION 6
Travel, Extension, and Changes While on STEM
OPT
Are there any options to extend my employment period after STEM OPT?
Cap-Gap Extension
A student in F-1 status is eligible for a cap-gap extension if they:

are the beneficiary of a H-1B petition

have requested a change of status

have an employment start date of October 1 of the current year
If eligible, your duration of status (D/S) and any post-completion OPT (including STEM OPT)
work authorization is extended to September 30 or until the H-1B petition is withdrawn or
denied. An automatic cap-gap extension also applies to the duration of status of any
dependents in F-2 status. To request an I-20 with a comment indicating the H-1B is pending or
has been approved, complete the Cap-Gap I-20 Request.
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Do I get a grace period when I come to the end of my STEM OPT authorization?
There is a 60-day grace period following the completion of your 24-month STEM OPT Extension
(starting from the day after your EAD end date) for students who maintained status and did not
accrue more than 150 days of unemployment. You are not eligible for employment or to re-enter
the U.S. in F-1 status during the 60-day grace period. Students in F-1 status who are in the 60day grace period should plan to exit the United States on or before the end of their 60-day grace
period. Students in F-1 status can request that their SEVIS record be transferred to another
institution during their grace period if they have been admitted and will begin the program within
5 months. Students in F-1 status can also apply for a change of status during the grace period.
What happens if I begin a new degree level or need a SEVIS transfer while I am on STEM
OPT?
Enrollment is not required while on an authorized period of STEM OPT and if you choose to
enroll while participating in STEM OPT, it may impact your work authorization. Consult ISSS if
you are considering beginning a new course of study or will seek to transfer your SEVIS
record to another institution. STEM OPT work authorization is terminated when your SEVIS
record is transferred to a new school and/or you begin a program at a new degree level.
Can I travel while I am on an authorized period of the OPT STEM Extension?
If you depart the U.S. while authorized for STEM OPT for a temporary absence, you must have
proof of employment, or a job offer in your major field of study in order to re-enter the U.S.
If you seek re-entry to the U.S. in F-1 status while authorized for STEM OPT, carry the following
documents:
 I-20 ISSS issued with STEM OPT employment information on page 2 and travel
signature dated less than six months from your date of re-entry to the U.S.
 Valid Passport (validity should extend at least 6 months beyond your date of re-entry to
the U.S.)
 *Valid F-1 visa (exception- Canadians; *automatic visa revalidation)
 Unexpired Employment Authorization Document (EAD card)
 Evidence that you have a job, or a job offer in your major field of study in the United
States and have not exceeded 90 days of unemployment since the EAD card start date.
 I-901 SEVIS fee receipt - a copy can be printed from online.
 If you are using automatic visa revalidation to re-enter the U.S., have your printed I-94.
Things to keep in mind if you choose to travel while authorized for the OPT STEM Extension:
 A temporary absence from the U.S. should be less than 5 months. Even with a job
offer and valid EAD, an absence greater than 5 months may not be considered
temporary and you may be denied re-entry.
 Do NOT leave the U.S. if you have a pending change of status application as it will
likely be considered abandoned. Please consult an immigration attorney if you have
questions about this.
 Do NOT re-enter the U.S. in another status (e.g., B) if you intend to work on the
OPT STEM Extension. You must be present in the U.S. in F-1 status to work on the
OPT STEM Extension.
Additional Travel Resources:

ICE Travel FAQ

ISSS OPT Travel FAQ

Visa Renewal
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Printing a Copy of Your I-94

I-94 Arrival Record
Review your I-94 arrival record every time your re-enter the U.S. to ensure that your entry was
recorded properly. Check your biographical information as well as your Class of Admission (F-1)
and Admit until Date (D/S).
Travel to Third-Country Destinations
Depending on the country you are traveling to and/or through, you may require a transit visa (to
travel through an intermediary country on your way to your final destination) or a tourist visa to
enter your final destination. Please consult the appropriate embassy or foreign consular office to
determine if an additional visa is necessary. ISSS cannot give advice on visa procedures or
application requirements for other countries.
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