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The chronology of the early Gravettian in Eastern Europe
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The Ahmarian in Eastern Europe
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Mezmaiskaya Cave



Mezmaiskaya Cave, Layer 1C
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Landscape Archaeology of the East European Plain



Site/Layer

Borshchevo 2, upper

Borshchevo 2, lower
Kostenki 2 /Kostenki 3
Kostenki 1, Layer I
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Industry
Late Magdalenian
Middle Magdalenian
Early Magdalenian
Early Solutrean

Late Aurignacian






the landscape of the East European Plain differs significantly
from that of SW France, and natural shelters are almost entirely
absent on the central plain . ..
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Soil micromorphology indicates spring activity associated with formation
of the “humic beds” and EUP occupations (Holliday et al. 2007)
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The problem of the Initial Upper Paleolithic of Eastern Europe
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Shlyakh Layer 8 contains an industry similar
to the Emiran and dating to ~45,000 cal BP

45,700:3000 (OxA-8307)
46,300+3100 (OxA-8306)

from Nekhoroshev 1999: 143, fig.21



A new framework for the Upper Paleolithic of Eastern Europe



Years cal BP INDUSTRY Caucasus Crimea Southwest Plain Central Plain
Mountains
20,000 - 12,000 cal BP Epi-Gravettian
30,000 - 20,000 cal BP
Early Kostenki 8-II
40,000 — 30,000 cal BP | Gravettian/Eastern K Mira Il/2
Aurignacian? Shlyakh-
Buran-Kaya Il
Mezmaiskaya
42,000 - 40,000 cal BP Cave-1C
Kostenki 14-IVb
Ortvale Kide-4d Kostenki 17-11
50,000 — 42,000 cal BP Initial Upper Monasheskaya | Shaitan-Koba? Kulychivka
Paleolithic Cave? Kabazi Il
Molodova 5-XI17? Shlyakh-8

Molodova 1-1V?

LGM
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Mikhail Vasilyevich Anikovich (1947-2012)




