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Title: Passion without understanding

Abstract:  People often have strong attitudes about topics they don't understand very well, like complex public policies and controversial scientific issues. I will discuss two cognitive phenomena that probably play a role: First, people tend to overestimate their understanding of complex mechanisms, a phenomenon called the "illusion of understanding." Second, people's predictions are based on mental
[bookmark: _GoBack]models that are often wrong, resulting in flawed risk perceptions.




