
2/28/2011 

1 

Branding 

0 A message to differentiate YOU from others 

0 A powerful tool for professional success 

0 An authentic and confident message to introduce yourself 

and market your skills, abilities, and strengths 

0 An opportunity to demonstrate professionalism 

 

 

What’s your message? 

0 List all the words and phrases that come to mind as 
you think about your professional self.  

0 For example: motivated, creative, articulate, tech-savvy, 
math guru 

 

0 Create a six-word professional statement from your 
brainstorming list.  

 

0 Need extra help?  
0 http://www.15secondpitch.com/new/ 

 

 

http://www.15secondpitch.com/new/
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Build a consistent message 

0 Write down what you consistently deliver that keeps 
others loyal to you.  

 

0 Write down three words you would be known for 
based on your Facebook profile.   

 

0 Compare the two.  Are they consistent? 

 

Networking 

0 Meet people with similar interests 

0 Opportunity to hear about interesting jobs/internships/projects 

0 Venue to share resources & information 

0 Chance to develop interpersonal skills 

 

0 A mutually beneficial relationship 

Where do you network? 

0 Events 

 

 

0 Online (LinkedIn, Facebook) 

 

 

0 Extracurricular (community and  on-campus 
involvement) 
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Networking Events 

0 Preparation 

0 Look at the guest list 

0 Develop questions, 
conversation starters, 
etc. 

0 What’s your message? 

0 The Actual Event 

0 Non-verbal; eye contact, 
handshake, smile 

0 Engage in conversations; 
share your intro, ask good 
questions 

0 Be ready for small talk 
(neutral topics!) 

0 Set goals – I will talk with 
8 different people tonight. 

 

Your message 

0 Powerful introductory statement 

0 Why you’re attending event/what you hope to get out of 
it 

0 Tie into their area of interest (i.e. noticed you work in 
publishing….) 

 

0 Ask for their introduction 

 

0 Ask a related, open-ended question 

 

 

Actual Event 

0 What to: 

0 WEAR & BRING 

0 Find a way to remember 
names 

0 Show interest in them 

0 DIG deeper vs. being 
random 

 

 

0 Find commonalities 

0 Bridging 

0 Non-verbal cues 

0 Listen  

0 Ending well 
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Follow Up 

0 Always, always – find a way to say ‘thank you!’ 

0 Ask for business cards 

0 What is their preferred method of communication? 

0 Take notes throughout event  

0 Connect on LinkedIn 

0 Stay organized! 

0 Follow up on any leads/opportunities 

0 Invite contacts to attend events with you 

Upcoming/Local 
Opportunities 

0 Careers in Sales Panel; Tues, 5:30pm; C4C Abrams 
Lounge 

0 Annual Networking Night; Wed; 5:30pm; C4C Abrams 
Lounge 

 

0 Chamber of Commerce: Boulder Young Professionals 

0 Meetup (Sustainable Energy Connection; The North 
Denver/Boulder Social Networking Group, Denver-
Boulder International Adventure Travel Club) 

Networking Online 

0 LinkedIn - http://grads.linkedin.com/ 
0 Build a profile & get connected 
0 Join groups 
0 Research individuals & companies 
0 Career Explorer 

0 Facebook 
0 Check: photos, privacy, posts 
0 Find opportunities to develop professional contacts (fan pages, 

groups, etc.) 

0 Twitter 
0 Post updates about your job/internship search 
0 Follow individuals & companies your admire 
0 tweetmyjobs.com 

http://grads.linkedin.com/
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Additional Online Tips 

0 Google yourself 

0 Email Etiquette 

0 Build offline relationships online 

0 Review products, books, comment on blogs, etc. 

 

Who’s in your network? 

0 Write down 20 names of people you know who might 
help with your job/internship search.  

 

0 Consider: current & past supervisors & co-workers, 
advisors, faculty, friends of your parents, relatives, 
neighbors, etc…. 

When do you network? 

 

Any opportunity that presents itself! 

 

AND 

 

Finding intentional opportunities (informational 
interviews….) 
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Informational Interviews 

0 Conversation with someone working in a professional 
setting 

0 YOU lead the interview by asking THEM questions 

0 NOT asking for a job or annoying people 

0 Gain valuable career related information:  

0 Mentally ‘try on’ an occupation 

0 Hear about potential job/internship leads 

 

 

 

 

Informational Interviews 

 

“I’m a CU student studying X and interested in learning 
more about what you do in your current role with Y 
company.  

 

Do you have 30 minutes to answer some of my 
questions?  

 

If so, would it be possible for me to come by your 
organization?” 

 

Informational Interviews 

0 How did you get in to this field? 

0 What do you love best about your job? 

0 How are you making a difference? 

0 What other jobs/industries/careers did you consider? 

0 What advice do you have for me? 

0 Do you know anyone else I could talk with about this 
topic? 
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Additional Resources 

0 List of int’l professional associations: 
http://www.associationsdirectory.org/ 

0 Google’s directory: 
http://www.google.com/Top/Society/Organizations/Profe
ssional/ 

0 Basic list: 
http://www.weddles.com/associations/index.cfm 

0 Access through Career Services: Goinglobal & Uniworld  

0 International Quick Tips: 
http://careerservices.colorado.edu/students/ffIntlCareer.a
spx 

 

Final Thoughts 

0 Find a way to stay organized  

0 Be prepared to network; copies of business cards & 
resumes  

0 If networking sounds like a nightmare..remember: 

0 The buddy system is an effective defense. Pair up with a 
friend and make the rounds together.  

0 When you’re feeling uneasy, smile and project 
enthusiasm and confidence. Think of it like a 
performance and that sometimes you have to be a good 
actor.  

 

Questions/Next Steps 

0 Questions? 

 

0 Career Services 

0 Center for Community (C4C), N352 

0 Hours: 

0 Monday-Thursday: 8am-7pm 

0 Friday: 8am-5pm 

0 Monday-Thursday: walk-ins; 1:30-4pm 

0 Call: 303-492-6541 to schedule an appointment 

http://www.associationsdirectory.org/
http://www.google.com/Top/Society/Organizations/Professional/
http://www.google.com/Top/Society/Organizations/Professional/
http://www.weddles.com/associations/index.cfm
http://careerservices.colorado.edu/students/ffIntlCareer.aspx
http://careerservices.colorado.edu/students/ffIntlCareer.aspx

