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IAFS Peer Observation Form

IAFS Peer Observation Form
Prior to Observation
1. Request syllabus and any other materials to review (e.g., class handouts, exams, access to Canvas, etc.).
2. Determine the date and time of classroom observations.
3. Review IAFS course expectations – email IAFS@colorado.edu for current version.
Observation
The peer observer should attend the class in its entirety. The report should focus on how the class and/or course met three of the criteria listed below. These criteria are not intended to prescribe any particular teaching method or style. The criteria are designed to help focus peer observations on key aspects of excellent teaching in IAFS. The criteria are summarized below, including suggested questions to consider. The report also requires an assessment of the syllabus and summaries of the strengths of the class and possible areas for improvement.
· Scholarly Content. How did the class communicate key concepts, issues, and methods in International Affairs? How does the course provide opportunities for students to master such content, including knowing and applying core ideas?
· Goal Oriented. Did the instructor clearly indicate class learning goals and gear content in way that allowed students to achieve the goals? How is this evident in the course overall?
· Inclusive. Did the instructor make the course inclusive in the sense of communicating knowledge in multiple ways to accommodate different ways students best learn? Did the instructor make the course inclusive in the sense of incorporating material from varying viewpoints and welcoming diverse student perspectives?
· Organization and Clarity. Was the class well structured? Was material conveyed in a clear and organized manner? How well structured was the course overall?
· Student Engagement. In what ways did the instructor make efforts to engage students during the class? How was it evident that students found the class stimulating and engaging? In what ways did the instructor adjust their teaching to address student comprehension and learning needs during the class?
· Interactive Pedagogies. In what ways did the instructor engage students in doing, sharing, thinking, writing, or other forms of interactive learning during the class?
· Other. The peer observer can discuss any additional criterion that was particularly notable in the class.
Optional Post-Observation Conversation
A post-observation conversation between the peer observer and the instructor is optional. It should be done in the spirit of constructive mentorship. Either the observer or the instructor can request a post-observation conversation.
	Instructor:
	
	Observed by:
	

	Course #:
	
	Semester:
	

	Date Observed:
	
	# of Students:
	



Instructions for Peer Observer: 
Complete each section, selecting three different criteria. Each response should be at least one full paragraph. Email to iafs@colorado.edu and instructor being reviewed before the end of the semester. 

Review of syllabus:
	



Criterion 1 (Click the checkbox to select one)
	☐ Scholarly Content
	☐ Goal Oriented
	☐ Inclusive

	☐ Organization and Clarity
	☐ Student Engagement
	☐ Interactive Pedagogies


	



Criterion 2 (Click the checkbox to select one)
	☐ Scholarly Content
	☐ Goal Oriented
	☐ Inclusive

	☐ Organization and Clarity
	☐ Student Engagement
	☐ Interactive Pedagogies


	



Criterion 3 (Click the checkbox to select one)
	☐ Scholarly Content
	☐ Goal Oriented
	☐ Inclusive

	☐ Organization and Clarity
	☐ Student Engagement
	☐ Interactive Pedagogies


	





Overall strengths of this class and/or the instructor’s teaching:
	



Suggestions for the instructor to improve this class and/or their teaching:
	



Additional comments (if needed):
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