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APPROVED STATE BUILDING CODES 

Approved building codes and standards are adopted by the Office of the State Architect (herein referred to 
as State Buildings Program (SBP)) and other state authorities, and are identified below. These minimum 
requirements are to be applied to all construction at state agencies and institutions of higher education 
owned facilities. 

The 2021 edition of the International Building Code (IBC) 
(As adopted by the Colorado State Buildings Program as follows: Chapter 1 as amended, Chapters 2-35 
and Appendices C and I). 

The 2021 edition of the International Existing Building Code (IEBC) 
(As adopted by the Colorado State Buildings Program as follows: Chapters 2-16, Appendices A-C and 
Resource A) Effective December 2020. 

The 2021 edition of the International Residential Code (IRC) 
(As applicable) 

The 2021 edition of the International Mechanical Code (IMC) 
(As adopted by the Colorado State Buildings Program as follows: Chapters 2-15 and Appendix A) 

The 2021 edition of the International Energy Conservation Code (IECC) 
(As adopted by the Colorado State Buildings Program and Colorado Energy Office) 

Colorado Model Electric Ready and Solar Ready Code 
(Published by the Colorado Energy Office) Effective July 1, 2023 

The 2023 edition of the National Electrical Code (NEC) (NFPA 70®) 
(As adopted by the Colorado State Electrical Board) Effective July 30, 2023 

The 2021 edition of the International Plumbing Code (IPC), first printing (March 2020) 
(As adopted by the Colorado Examining Board of Plumbers Effective May 15, 2023) 

The 2021 edition of the International Fuel Gas Code (IFGC) first printing (August 2020) 
(As adopted by the Colorado Examining Board of Plumbers Effective May 15, 2023)  

The National Fire Protection Association Standards (NFPA) 
(As adopted by the Department of Public Safety/Division of Fire Prevention and Control) 

The 2021 edition of the International Fire Code (IFC) 
(As adopted by the Department of Public Safety/Division of Fire Prevention and Control (DFPC). Projects 
requiring DFPC review should be designed with the most restrictive requirements) 

The 2015 edition of the ASME Boiler and Pressure Vessel Code 
(As adopted by the Department of Labor and Employment/Boiler Inspection Section) Effective July 1, 2017. 

The 2017 edition of the National Boiler Inspection Code (NBIC) 
(As adopted by the Department of Labor and Employment/Boiler Inspection Section) Effective July 1, 2017. 

The 2015 edition of the Controls and Safety Devices for Automatically Fired Boilers CSD-1 
(As adopted by the Department of Labor and Employment/Boiler Inspection Section) Effective July 1, 2017. 

The 2015 edition of the Boiler and Combustion Systems Hazards Code, NFPA 85 
(As adopted by the Department of Labor and Employment/Boiler Inspection Section) Effective July 1, 2017. 

The 2019 edition of ASME A17.1 Safety Code for Elevators and Escalators 
(As adopted by the Department of Labor and Employment/Conveyance Section) Effective January 1, 
2021. 
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The 2005 edition of ASME A17.3 Safety Code for Existing Elevators and Escalators 
(As adopted by the Department of Labor and Employment/Conveyance Section Effective January 1, 
2021. 
 
 
The 2017 edition of ASME A18.1 Safety Standard for Platform Lifts and Stairway Chairlifts 
(As adopted by the Department of Labor and Employment/Conveyance  
 
The current edition of the Retail Food Establishment Rules and Regulations 
(As adopted by the Department of Public Health and Environment/Division of Environmental Health and 
Sustainability) 
 
The Current edition of ICC/ANSI A117.1, Accessible and Usable Buildings and Facilities 
As referenced in the adopted edition of the International Building Code. 
 
The Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation  
(As required by the Colorado State Historic Preservation Office for designated historic properties) 
 
Note: Additional codes, standards and appendices may be adopted by the state agencies and institutions 
in addition to the minimum codes and standards herein adopted by State Buildings Programs. 
 

1. The 2021 edition of the IBC became effective on July 1, 2022. Consult the state electrical and 
plumbing boards and the state boiler inspector and conveyance administrator and the Division of 
Fire Prevention and Control for adoption of current editions and amendments to their codes.   

2. Projects should be designed and plans and specifications should be reviewed based upon the 
approved codes at the time of A/E contract execution. If an agency prefers to design to a different 
code such as a newer edition of a code that State Buildings Programs has not yet adopted, the 
agency must contact SBP for approval and then amend the A/E contract with a revised Exhibit C, 
Approved State Building Codes. Please note that the state plumbing and electrical boards enforce 
the editions of their codes that are in effect at the time of permitting not design. 

3. The state’s code review agents, or the State Buildings Programs approved agency building official, 
shall review all documents for compliance with the codes stipulated herein. Note: The Department 
of Public Health and Environment, Division of Consumer Protection will review drawings for food 
service related projects. 

4. This policy does not prohibit the application of various life safety codes as established by each 
agency for specific building types and funding requirements.  NFPA 101 and other standards 
notwithstanding, approved codes will supersede where their minimum requirements are the most 
restrictive in specific situations.  If a conflict arises, contact State Buildings Programs for resolution. 

5. It is anticipated that compliance with the federal Americans with Disabilities Act Accessibility 
Guidelines for Buildings and Facilities (ADAAG) and Colorado Revised Statutes Section 9-5-101 
will be met by compliance with the 2015 International Building Code and ICC/ANSI A117.1.  
However, each project may have unique aspects that may require individual attention to these 
legislated mandates. 

6. The 2018 edition of the International Building Code (IBC) is to be applied to factory-built 
nonresidential structures as established by the Division of Housing within the Department of Local 
Affairs. 

 
A. Appendices 
 
Appendices are provided to supplement the basic provisions of the codes.  Approved IBC Appendices are as 
follows: 
 

1. Mandatory 

IBC Appendix Chapter C - Agricultural Buildings 
IBC Appendix Chapter I - Patio Covers 
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2. Optional 

Any non-mandatory appendix published in the International Building Code may be utilized at the 
discretion of the agency. Use of an appendix shall be indicated in the project code approach. 

 
B. Amendments 
 

1. International Building Code, Chapter 1 as amended 

2. International Building Code Chapter 29 as amended 
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