
LA RAZA EDUCATION  
La Raza played a critical role in educating Chicanos on the
reality of the Vietnam War, which empowered the Mexican-
American community to act against the war.  La Raza acted
as the origin of the Chicano anti-war movement in East Los

Angeles. Without its presence, the movement would not
have prevailed the way it did. 
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     La Raza was founded in mid-1967 and was composed of three main
leaders, John Luce, Eliezer Risco, and Ruth Robinson, as well as a small
group of staff members in the basement of Luce's church. 
     La Raza's purpose was to inform the Chicano community about the
events that negatively affected them. As a bilingual newspaper, it served
to connect the Chicano community with the rest of the United States. By
having the information presented in Spanish, the Chicano community
was able to become more educated about and involved in the logistics of
the Vietnam War. La Raza newspaper primarily communicated events
that could be used to unite the Chicano community to fight for change.
At the forefront of those issues was the Vietnam War, which was
disproportionately affecting the Chicano community, resulting in the
saying, "Chale We Wont Go!". 
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LA RAZA INTRO

LA RAZA'S
PURPOSE

Started in 1967



LEADERS OF LA RAZA 
Until 1977 

Father John Luce: Rector of
the Church of the Epiphany in
East Los Angeles. Luce also
worked closely with Cesar
Chavez and helped with the
organization of the United
Farm Workers of America
union. 

 

Eliezer Risco: One of the "LA
Thirteen," a group of young
Mexican-American men who
were political activities and
became known as the Brown
Power Movement leaders by the
government. 

Ruth Robinson: Risco's
girlfriend at the time.
Robinson was arrested
when being at a student
protest for education
reform in 1968. 
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 LA  RAZA 1967 
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La Raza reported in
both English and
Spanish to inform all of
their public and not
leave native Spanish
speakers confused or
left out. It was
important for them to
provide information to
everyone and make it
accessible.  The "UCLA
Report" in these images
is provided in both
English and Spanish.  
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 LA  RAZA 1967 
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 LA  RAZA 1967 

"Acción de Gracias"
meaning
Thanksgiving,
published by La
Raza, shows the
anger that families
in the Chicano
community were
experiencing due to
either the loss of a
loved one or a loved
serving in Vietnam.
Additionally
Gonzalo R. Cano
expresses the
disproportionate
rates share of war 
 loss that the
Chicano community
was experiencing.    
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 L LA RAZA 1967

     During the early stages of La Raza, it was
in their interest to increase anti-war sentiment.
They first were able to create collective action
through the translation of information as seen
in figure 1. The UCLA Report on Mexican-
American casualties in Vietnam is written in
Spanish on one side and English on the other.
This gave the Chicano community
information in both English and Spanish that
helped to organize the movement.
     La Raza also gave opportunities for
individuals to resist the Vietnam War in the
form of petitions. Along with posting them in
the paper, they wrote columns to encourage
the public to sign. For example, on top of
figure 2 it states, “Your Signature Does have
Power - If you use it- over 45,000 Already
Have.” This instills the belief in their audience  
that they can create change if they are willing
to put in the effort to go against the war. 
     

THE BEGINNINGS 

Why Fight for a Country that doesn't recognize you as a
citizen back home?
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This is an article written by La
Raza featured in Vol. 1 No. 3 of
their newspaper.  "Unase A
Luchar Por La Paz", means to
join the effort to fight against
war.  The art expresses what La
Raza wanted to show, with
Vietnam being of interest to LBJ
for his presidential standing and
not wanting to be label as the
"President who lost Vietnam". 
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     The newspaper also worked to bring
attention to the injustice of the amount of
undocumented Chicanos participating in the
war. In the beginning of the war, many
volunteered with the intention of becoming
considered “more American” and gaining
respect from the U.S. that they did not have
because they were Mexican and/or
undocumented. Over time, however, this grew
frustrations in the community, as they were
laying down their lives for a country that
showed little care for them or their
community. Figure  4 demonstrates this in a
comical way, as the Chicano soldier is telling
the North Vietnamese soldiers to not kill him
as he is "mojado," meaning not even an U.S.
citizen. 
     The beginning of La Raza symbolized the
growing anti-war sentiment among Chicanos,
within both those who had served in the war
and those who saw the atrocities. In its
beginnings, it aimed to bring together the
Chicano community against the war and also
question the reason for Chicanos serving in
the war when the U.S. did not view them as
equal back home.

6 THE BEGINNINGS 

Why Fight for a Country that doesn't recognize you as a
citizen back home?
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This is an article written by La
Raza featured in Vol. 1 No. 4 of
their newspaper.  This is an
interview with a GI from
Vietnam that had strong
opinions about ending the war.
Many individuals from the
Chicano community agreed with
his  statements.
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STRENGTHENING
RESISTANCE    
 

LA RAZA 1968

   
     As the U.S. escalated the war in
Vietnam, Chicano resistance grew.
Many families did not agree with
sending their sons to fight a war that
they felt was immoral and unjust. The
Chicano community started to rely on
each other to resist the war efforts and
began taking action, such as civil
protests, that demonstrated their anti-
war sentiment. 
  There were two main reasons for
resisting the war according to La
Raza. The first was the
disproportionate rate of Mexican-
American draftees and casualties. The
second reason that drove the Chicano
anti-war movement was the sentiment
that the war was hijacking potential
funding for education and anti-
poverty programs from the Chicano
communities. Organizations like the
Brown Berets and UMAS drove many
of the local protests against the war
and worked to bring attention to
exploitation of Chicanos.
  

 

 More than twenty local protests were held in large cities such as Houston,
Albuquerque, Chicago, Denver, Fresno, San Francisco, San Diego, Oakland,
Oxnard, San Fernando, San Pedro, and Douglas, Arizona. The majority of

these protests saw 1,000 or more attendees. 
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LA RAZA 1969

DRAFT
RESISTANCE
"Chale Con La Draft" - "Hell No
to the Draft" 

   Rosalio Munoz, a well known
student Chicano activist, refused his
conscription on September 16, 1969.
He wrote a statement (figure 3, next
page) titled “Chale Con La Draft”
that inspired many Chicanos to do
the same. Munoz cited his reasons as
being how the United States’
government, law enforcement,
congress, selective service, and
welfare system has been taking
advantage of the Mexican American
male and female. Manuel Gomez,
another activist, also refused his
conscription (figure 2). Both stated
that they would not accept their draft
until the Armed Forces, the largest
consumer of California table grapes,
recognized the United Farm
Workers. Both Munoz and Gomez
did so knowing that they faced legal
punishment, fines, and
imprisonment.

1
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Both of these articles located in Vol.1 No.
6 are critical turning points of Chicano
participation in the War. Manuel Gomez
and Rosalio Munoz are looked up to as
heroic for not accepting their induction
letters and proudly announced it with
explanations to their refusal.
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   La Raza only conveyed one side of the
Chicano movement, focusing on pushing
anti-war resistance movements. La Raza
did not account for Chicanos that were
pro-war and actually volunteered to serve
in combat. The Chicano community did
not have a monolithic view on the war. 
 During the beginning of the war there
were many Chicano volunteers. The
documentary, “Soldados: Chicanos in
Vietnam" gives insight to the reasons that
Chicanos signed up to serve. Reasons
such as machismo, which is well known
in that Hispanic community, drives these
GI's to sign up to show their patriotism
and masculinity. Additionally, many of
those interviewed in the documentary
comment on wanting to belong and be
seen as a citizen to the U.S. They believed
that fighting in Vietnam would lead to
them and their  families receiving more
respect from the government and hoped
to be viewed as equal when returning. 

CONTRADICTING
OPINIONS ON
RESISTANCE

ANALYZING 
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LA RAZA 1970

1

2
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La Raza featured information
about meetings and other events
in order to plan out the great
moratorium on August 29,
1970. The Chicano Moratorium
was a peaceful protest organized
by Rosalio Munoz which saw
about 20,000-30,000 attendees
in East LA (figure 2). La Raza
gave the moratorium a platform
that reached a great deal of
Chicanos. The Chicano
Moratorium’s purpose was to
spread awareness of Chicanos
getting drafted and killed at
disproportionate rates. The
protestors focused on how the
struggle for Chicanos was not in
Vietnam but in the fight for
social justice at home. 

THE
MORATORIUM
BEGINNINGS
Power to the Chicano 

LA RAZA 1970

 COUNTIUNED -->
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These are three different articles that La Raza
wrote in a special magazine written entirely
about the Chicano Moratorium to properly
address the events of that day . "Mi Raza
Primero", meaning "My Race First," was a
main point that the Chicano Moratorium
aimed to establish. It was important for the
Chicano movement to fight for equality within
the U.S. rather than fight for the U.S. in
Vietnam
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LA RAZA 1970

DISPAPORTIONATE CHICANO
CASUALITES

Ralph Guzman's study (found in La Raza Special Magazine
Vol.1 No. 3) is one of the only studies done on causalities of
Chicano Vietnam soldiers. This data is interesting; however, it is
limited to the southwestern states of the United States and would
be more accurate if there was more data collected nationally.  

     Ralph Guzman, a professor at the University of California
Santa Cruz, reported on the Mexican American casualties in
Vietnam. He concluded that although Latinos made up 11.9
percent of the total population in the American Southwest,
they accounted for 19.4 percent of American casualties from
that area in Vietnam. Guzman aimed to show the
disproportionate percentages of the casualties from the
Southwest states of the United States. Later on, it was
discovered that the 1980 Census states in the Southwest and
West had the highest percentage of veterans of Spanish
descent. 
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     Professor Ralph Guzman, a professor at the University of 
 Guzman also analyzed the reasons for these percentages.
Because, like other disenfranchised groups, Mexican
Americans tend to come from lower economic backgrounds,
they have less opportunities to access education and are more
likely to look at the war as an outlet to escape poverty. The
education system was not as organized for the Chicano
community, which impeded many from attending college,
preventing them from using educational deferments. The war
also pressured many to serve in the military to prove their
citizenship and gain respect from their country. 

2

16



3

THESE IMAGES ARE A COURTESY FROM THE UCLA  CHICANOS STUDIES RESEARCH CENTER 

     All of these data sets have been provided by La
Raza newspaper and magazine.  They each focus on
the five Southwestern states of Arizona, California,
Colorado, New Mexico, and Texas.  The reason for
this is due to the locations of the states, as they are
closer to the U.S. and Mexico Border. Additionally,
the history of these states being apart of the Treaty
of Guadalupe, which granted the U.S. ownership of
these states. This left indigenous people, at the time
Mexican citizens, under U.S. protection. The history
of these states correlates with high population of
Mexican Americans in these states. For these
reasons, Ralph Guzman used these states to show
the disproportionate deaths of Chicanos in the war.  
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 L LA RAZA 1970

DEATH OF AN ICON 
Ruben Salazar was looked up to in the Chicano community.
He made a great impact in representing the Chicano
community.  

         Ruben Salazar (figure 1) was
one of the first journalists to bring
Mexican American issues in the
U.S. onto the front pages of
newspapers. He was an immigrant
from Juarez, Mexico and served in
the army for two years in Germany.
After his service, he earned his
bachelor's degree in journalism
from the University of Texas El
Paso. Later, he worked for the Los
Angeles Times, where he was the
first Latino columnist for the LA
Times from 1959 through 1970. He spent around a year
reporting the Vietnam War from Vietnam. Then, after Salazar
left Vietnam, he became the Mexico City Bureau Chief for the
Times in 1966. By 1969, Salazar had returned to the U.S. to
cover the Chicano Movement in LA. He also accepted a job as
a News Director in 1970 for the Spanish television station
KMEX. While attending the Moratorium protests on August
29, 1970, Salazar was killed by a LA County Deputy. Sheriff
Thomas Wilson shot a tear gas projectile and hit the back of his
head, resulting in Salazar's death. When he was killed, Salazar
was taking a break and was having a drink at the Silver Dollar
(figure 2), a bar. Wilson was tried but, after the jury returned
with a divided verdict, he was acquitted.
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                La Raza reported Salazar's death extensively, and
referred to him as a hero to the Chicano community, as he was
viewed a great representation of  Mexican Americans. Ruben
Salazar's death infuriated the Chicano community, as he was a
leader of the Chicano movement and was well known outside of
the community. The U.S. government was aware of Salazar's
reporting and disapproved of his writings; at one point, the
LAPD (Los Angeles Police Department) asked Salazar to “stop
stirring up the Chicanos.” After his death, much of the Chicano
community believed it to be a result of murder, due to the
growing tensions between him and the government. Ruben
Salazar used his role as a reporter in the LA Times as a bridge for
the Chicano community to advocate for injustices they faced. His
legacy continues to impact the industry and inspires Chicanos
and others to fight against the injustices and discrimination faced
in many communities. 
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 L LA RAZA 1970

CHICANO
MORATORIUM
ENEDED IN
VIOLENCE 

VIETNAM
MORATORIUM
DID NOT

 THERE WERE 20,000
ATTENDEES IN THE
CHICANO MORATORIUM;
500,000 IN THE VIETNAM
MORATORIUM

RUBEN SALAZAR, LYN
WARD AND GILBERTO
DÍAZ DIED AT THE
PEACEFUL CHICANO
MORATORIUM 
 PROTEST DUE TO
POLICE BRUTALITY. 
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 L LA RAZA 1972

HOW TO GET OUT OF THE WAR:
Chicanos were never formally informed of the deferment process.  

The next three pages show how La Raza used their platform to
reach many readers and give them access to the deferment
processes. Many Chicanos were unaware of the Selective Service
Laws, mainly because of their social and economic status; wanting
to show patriotism so the country would accept them was another
reason for high enrollment of Chicano's in Vietnam. Throughout
the war, it was evident that people of color and lower social class
were getting drafted at higher rates and deferring in lower
quantities. La Raza hoped to reduce those rates by providing
information to the Chicano community to use to defer, without
necessarily illegally refusing their induction letters. 
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 L LA RAZA 1972
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 L LA RAZA 1972
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 L LA RAZA 1972
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 L LA RAZA 1972

 WHY FIGHT FOR
A COUNTRY
THAT VIEWS
YOU AS THE
THREAT BACK
HOME? 
Sorry U.S. I'm not a U.S. Citizen 

     The overarching contradiction to Chicano
participation in Vietnam was that they were
fighting for a country that didn't view
Chicanos as equal. The main slogans of the
Chicano movements that La Raza reported
were, " Si tengo que morir sera por Aztlan",
and "Nuestra Guerra No Esta En Vietnam
Esta Aqui En Nuestro Hogar". The first
translates to "If I have to die it will be for
Aztlan", Aztlan being the mythical homeland
of the Aztec people that is said to have been
on the land now owned by the U.S. The
slogan is conveying that Chicanos will no
longer fight an unjust war, especially because
Chicanos have been deprived of their rights
and so have their ancestors. The second
slogan states, "Our war is not in Vietnam but
here in our home." This is also an addition to
the first quote. However, this quote
specifically states that Chicanos war is not in
Vietnam but back in the U.S. The Chicanos
war is to gain equality, security, and equity in
a country they have been residing in longer
than the U.S. invasion. 
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