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Like Lava in My 
Veins 

by Derrick Barnes 
& 

illustrated by Shawn 
Martinbrough 



What is a “Character Map?”
A character map is a graphic organizer that helps 

students learn about characters in a literary work. It 
can be a chart, worksheet, or storyboard that records 
information about each character's traits, actions, and 
dialogue. Character maps can be used during and after 

reading a text.



What is the purpose of a 
character map

What is the purpose of a 
Character Map?

● Use with students to support comprehension: 
identify and organize details about a character.

When to use:
● During and after reading

          Grouping
● Whole group
● Small group 
● Partners
● Individuals



Meet Bobby Beacon, the 
main character in Like 
Lava in My Veins by 
Derrick Barnes and 
illustrated by Shawn 
Martinbrough. We chose 
this character because 
he is a fantastic example 
of a bright young student 
that has unique learning 
abilities and a readiness to 
be accepted for who he 
is!
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We chose to do a “Head to Toe” approach for our main 
character to explore what he experiences and feels 

throughout the novel. This is a great way for students to 
explore how a character changes throughout a book in 

different areas such as their thoughts, actions, and 
emotions.



Head
Bobby thinks a lot 
about what people 
say about him. 
Sometimes he 
feels deep anger 
when others don’t 
understand him or 
his abilities. He is 
very sensitive to 
how others 
perceive him. 



Hands
Bobby often seems 
like he is too quick to 
throw up his hands for 
a fight, but he later 
learns the importance 
and impact of his 
actions and embraces 
a calmer approach to 
his anger. 



Heart
Bobby is just a kid 
who needs to be 
loved like any child 
should. He 
appreciates those 
who changed his life 
in positive ways and 
even channels that 
kindness onto others, 
saying they should 
give others a second 
chance too. 
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Stomach
Bobby is fed on 
acceptance and love. He 
knows that when we are 
filled with appreciation and 
peace, we can achieve 
anything. He learned this 
from his amazing teacher 
Miss Brooklyn!
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Feet
Bobby is a kid who 
has unique learning 
abilities and often 
finds himself with 
extra energy that 
requires a quiet 
moment like how Miss 
Brooklyn taught him 
to do, or a space in 
which he can plant 
his feet and be 
grounded. 



Bobby Beacon 
Character Map:
Alternative 
Version



Thank You!
This book is recommended for ages 

5 and up. This can be a great 
reading resource using the main or 
side characters from the book 

with either format - paper or slides! 


