Character Map developed b\/ Kallasandra Beers and Alicia Miler for CU Boulder’'s Chidren
Book Festival 2023, Open Education Resource, Creative Commons.
Availdble at colorado.edu/event/book fest

Like Lava in My
Veins

loy Derrick Barnes
A
llustrated by Shawn
Marﬁnbrouah




What is a ‘Character Map?'

A character map is a araphic orgahizer that helps
students learn about characters in a iterary work. it
can be a chart, worksheet, or <5+orylooaro| that records
inFormation adbout each character's traits, actions, and
alialoaue. Charocter maps can be used durinﬂ aond after
readir\g a text



! ! L]
o Use with students to sunport comprehension:
ldentify and oryanize detalis about a character.



MY REAL NAME'S ALREADY SUPER—

Meet Bobby Beacon, the

main character in Like i
La Va in My \/eing by BEACONS LEAD PEOPLE ,‘;‘"ﬁ y
. AND SHOW THEM THE
DGYT'ICK Barnes al’ld L Openr

llustrated Iay Shawn
= 1 HAVE THE POWER
Mar'Jrir\br‘ouﬁh We chose OF ot e ke

this character because
he is a fantastic example
ofF a lor'iﬁhi' young student
that has uhique Iearninﬂ
abilities and a readiness to
Iafa accepted for who he
is!

;: #2023 Barnes & Martinbrough



We chose to do a *Heod to Toe' approach for our main
character to explore what he experiences and feels
+hrouahou+ the novel. This is a areaJr way for students to
exPlore how a character char\aes +hr‘ouahou+ a book. in
dif-ferent areas such as their thoughts, actions, and
emotions.



Head

Boloby thinks a lot
about what people
say about him.
Sometimes he
Feels deep anger
when others don't
uhderstand him or
his abilities. He is
very sensitive to
how others
perceive him.
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Hands

Bobby often seems
like he is too quick to
throw up his hands +or
7, Piﬂth, but he later
learns the imPor'Jrance
and impact oF his
actions and embraces
a camer aPPr‘oach to
his anger-.



Heart

Bobby is just a kid
who heeds to be
loved like any child
should. He |
appreciaJreG those
who chanﬂed his liFe
in positive ways and
eveh channels that
kindness onto others, f
saying they should
give others o second
chance too.

MISS BROOKLYN RAN UP TO ME AND GAVE
ME THE BIGGEST HUG, THE KIND OF
HUG THAT MY MOM WOULD GIVE ME.




AT THAT MOMENT, 1 REALIZED THAT AS LONG AS YOU HAVE SOMEONE WHO BELIEVES
IN YOU AND APPRECIATES EVERYTHING FROM YOUR TOES TO THE TINY FLAMES ON
THE TIPS OF YOUR HAIR, YOU CAN BECOME ANYZHING IN THIS GREAT BIG WORLD.

AND MOST OF ALL, YOU ARE
NEEDED, YOU ARE LOVED...

AND EVENTUALLY, YOU'LL
END UP RIGHT WHERE
YOU'RE SUPPOSED TO BE.

RN 2023 Barnes & Martinbrough

Stomach
Boloby is fed on

acceptance and love. He
knows that when we are
Filed with appreciation and
peace, we can achieve
anything. He learned +his
from his omozing teacher
Miss Br'oolélyn!

PEACE, BE STILL. k




Feet

Bobby is a kid who
has unigque Iearr\ina
abilities and often
finds himselfF with
extra energy that
requires a quiet

moment like how

Brooklyn +auah+ him
to do, or a space in
which he can Plar\+

his feet and be
ﬂrounded.
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Thoughts Quotes
Bobby believes that most

eople are unable ro 2
£ Peace, be still...

person.

Actions £
Feelings
Bobby often seems like he is too
In_the beginning he feeis misunderstood

uick to throw up his hands for a = =
and “invisible” As soon as he meets the

new teacher "Mrs. Brooklyn,” he felt

. = N acknowledged and made him feel “seey”
h to his anger.
-
te rn atl“e oo e
Bobby's goal is to be able to Bobby Beacon is a bright
and charismatic character.

manage his temper. He did

WWWWMMWL

five deep breaths and sayin them the way.

-
erSInn — T m—
What others say Something else important

about character
Bobby is fed on acceptanc

Reaple see him as this kid A
love. He knows fthat when we are

who loses his temper fi with appreciation and

€asiTy WISS BToOKIynm Sees We can acF anyThing H

learned this from his ama:

him as a normal person
—_— Teacher WSS BrooRlyn.




Thank. Youl

This book is recommended For ages
5 and up. This can be a great
reaoling resource using the main or
side characters from the book
with either format - paper or slides!



