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Grade Level: 4  grade th

Content Area: Reading, Writing, and Communicating
Standard: Reading for All Purposes  
Grade Level Expectations: Apply strategies to comprehend and interpret
literary texts.
Evidence Outcome: Compare and contrast the point of view from which
different stories are narrated, including the differences between first- and
third-person narrations.
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This is an activity for after we have finished reading the book. We are
talking about 1  and 3  person points of view, but this activity is to focus

on 3  person and see how it is used in many different ways. It will be done
in groups of two students.

st rd

rd

The idea of this activity is to learn the difference between the everyday
life in the book and the mythology that is read. Since the book has two

different parts -- the part about Kai during his everyday life and the part
about Califia in her mythological world – we will learn to separate the

points of view and see how each is used in their own way. 

Activity Overview: 
Draw and Drop



First person POV: the main character talking about
themselves. (Examples: I, me, myself)
Third person POV: the narrator/outside point of view
talking about the characters. (Examples: he, she, they)
This book is mainly in 3  person.rd

Use these pictures and quotes to figure out which is the main
book and which is the mythological book. Compare and contrast
the quotes and say why you think each quote represents a
different part of the book.

Activity Overview Continued: 



The materials for this activity are:
The book (El Niño - optional)
A partner
2 piles of cards 

One pile with quotes from the main story
One pile with quotes from the mythological story 

Materials



“He tossed the pillow to the floor,
stumbled across the room, and opened

the slider to the balcony.” 

Resources

Use these pages to find quotes and split them up.

“In preparation, Queen Califia ordered the
rock towers built and repeated the series of

chants and spells.” 



“When Queen
Califia discovered

the theft, she once
again saw the

inevitable.” pg 94

“She sent a
contingent to spy

on one galleon.” pg
93

“During Queen
Califia’s reign, she
suspected that the
island was slowly

descending into the
Pacific.” pg 74

“The queen
instructed her

warriors to build
twelve rock

towers...” pg 75

“Kai tried to settle
his mind as he

tiptoed through the
house.” pg 77

“When Kai pushed
open the locker

room door, there
was none of the

usual banter, and
everyone avoided
his eyes.” pg 103

“Kai slipped Cali’s
leash around his

ankle and followed.”
pg 80

“Kai’s heart
pounded as he
grabbed it and

sidled back toward
Abby.” pg 70

Quotes from the
main storyline of

 the book

Quotes from the
mythological

storyline of the
book

Card Examples



Directions
To begin, find a partner with someone in the class and take out your book if you
brought it.
Next, from your teacher, get a pile of cards that have 1  person and 3  person
quotes from the book El Niño.

st rd

Take turns with your partner picking a card from the pile.
Each person will read their card, and together you can decide if you think it is 1
person point of view or 3  person point of view.

st

rd

After you have decided which one it is, make piles corresponding to each point of
view.
Once you have gone through all the cards, use your book if you have it to check if
you were right.



Additional Suggestions
Students could also draw the character like Kai or Cali, and then students
would have to use speech bubbles above them in either 1  or 3  person.st rd

Another creative artist option could be having two separate boxes for
“Everyday Life” and “Mythological,” and then students draw a scene from
the book of how they see it in first or third person, and then they could
compare those drawing scenes.
These are great for students who would like to express things through art,
or for younger grades to understand.
An idea for bilingual learners could also be putting the quotes in Spanish
and having them separate it to two different piles as well.



We also hope you can join us on Saturday, November
8 at the Boulder Public Library to meet Pam Muñoz
Ryan and hear more about El Niño in-person…along

with other authors and illustrators! For more
information, visit

https://www.colorado.edu/event/bookfest

https://www.colorado.edu/event/bookfest

