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THE GRAPHIC NOVEL

Adapted from the Newbery Honor Book
and National Book Award finalist
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Grade Level Expectation:

Construct an understanding of the
changing definition of citizenship and the
expansion of rights of citizens in the United

States.
] ]

Evidence Outcome:

Compare how the leadership of various
individuals has influenced the United States
government and politics. For example: Women,
American Indians, African Americans, and
people in the unsettled territories.

Colorado Academic Standard information retrieved from

https://www.cde.state.co.us/apps/standards.
View the full standards at

https://www.cde.state.co.us/standardsandinstruction/standards
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Activity Overview

This activity invites students to connect the history and themes in One Crazy Summer
with the bigger story of citizenship in the U.S. Students will design a visual collage on an
actual historical figure that fought for equality, rights, or fairness. They will use this
collage to describe this person’s impact and write a one page research paper on how they
advocated for civil rights movements and expanded the rights for American citizens.

This activity is most effective when done in a small group, with each group creating a
collage and conducting research. After they are done, they will present their work to the
class. This way, students can learn from each other’s ideas while celebrating creativity and
history.




sSome Materials You Might Need

% Cony of One Crazy Summer: The
Graphic Novel
[or read-aloud sections)
% Computer for research and writing
research portion
% Access to a collage maker

(Or you can use a Google Slide and add
pictures)




It's Time To Create Your Gollage!!

Discussion (5-7 minutes):

The teacher connects to the story by As a class, discuss examples from the
saying: “In One Crazy Summer, book where characters advocated for
Delphine and her sisters meet real their rights. Some ideas include:

activists working for change

people like Huey Newton and the Huey Newton & the Black

Black Panthers, who wanted

fairness, safety, and equal rights for equality and safety in Oakland.

their community.”

Students will brainstorm which civil

Panthers — fighting for

Cecile — using poetry and her
voice to share ideas of
freedom and resistance.

rights advocate they would like to Delphine — learning to speak

research.

up and take responsibility as a
leader, even at a young age.

Wrap-Up (5 minutes):

The teacher closes by saying: “In
One Crazy Summer, ordinary
people showed extraordinary
bravery. We see how activism, art,

Sharing (10 minutes):

Each group presents their
collage and what they learned
while researching.

Research and Writing (20-25 minutes):

Students will research about their chosen individual and learn more
about their history by writing a one page paper about their impact on
American citizens and the Civil Rights Movement.

Designing a Collage (15-20 minutes):

In small groups, students can pick one of these characters (or the
Black Panthers as a whole) and create a collage or mood board for
them. This can include pictures of the individual, quotes, or other
elements that describe them.
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and leadership all help expand
what it means to be a citizen.”




Voices of Defiance: The

Fighter & the Founder
“I'm America. 'm the part
you won't recognize.”
-Muhammad Ali

Two icons of

resistance, power, and

Black liberation.
“The revolution has
always heen in the
hands of the young.”

-Huey P. Newton




The CU Boulder School of Education and Boulder Bookstore present the

2025 Children’s Book Festival

Saturday, November 8 | Boulder Public Library

We also hope you can join us on
Saturday, November 8 at the Boulder
Public Library to meet Rita
Williams-Garcia & Sharee Miller and
hear more ahout One Crazy Summer:
The Graphic Novel in-person...along

with other authors and illustrators

PAM
MUNOZ RYAN

For I|lore Ininrmallon' “ISII Join us on Saturday, November 8, 2025 | 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Il“ . www I r “ nt o Boulder Public Library (Main Branch) - 1001 Arapahoe Ave.
[} [ ] [ ] Free parking available
Il 0 ok' e st This free event includes author talks, a panel for educators, book sales and signing,

children’s activities and more. Come for part of the event, or stay for the day!

Free educational resources available on our website. Continuing Education Units See the schedule & register:
(CEUs) available for teachers and librarians. colorado:sduevent/bookfest

The CU Children’s Book Festival is supported by a grant from the CU Office for Public and
Community Engaged Scholarship (PACES)

BOULDER @T School of Education Boulder

PUBLIC LIBRARY UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO BOULDER X Bookstore




