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Grade and Colorado Academic Standard

Grade Level This activity is targeted for Kindergarteners.

Content Area Reading, Writing, and Communicating

Standards Category Reading for All Purposes

Grade Level Expectation 1. Develop and apply the concepts of print and comprehension of 
literary texts.

Evidence Outcome
a. Use Key Ideas and Details to:
● With prompting and support, identify characters, settings, and 

major events in a story.

Find the Standards

Colorado Academic Standard information retrieved from 
https://www.cde.state.co.us/apps/standards. 
View the full standards at 
https://www.cde.state.co.us/standardsandinstruction/standards.

https://www.cde.state.co.us/apps/standards
https://www.cde.state.co.us/standardsandinstruction/standards


DESCRIPTION OF ACTIVITY
● This activity is meant for students to build a sentence that describes 

meaningful events. There will be Who, What, and Where cards to help 
build their sentences. 

● First, the students will build sentences based on the book No More 
Señora Mimí. Then, the students will build sentences based on 
meaningful people or events in their own life. 

● This is recommended as a small group activity. With teacher guidance, 
students will help each other figure out the sentences from the book, 
then discuss with each other about their own meaningful sentences. 

● Activity adapted from the Florida Center For Reading Research. 
Available via this link .                                                      . 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://fcrr.org/sites/g/files/upcbnu2836/files/media/PDFs/student_center_activities/k1_comprehension/k1_sentence_meaning/k1_c005_build_a_sentence.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CGrace.Clark-1@colorado.edu%7C1bc50678b7d444d6d9d508dce26b7a31%7C3ded8b1b070d462982e4c0b019f46057%7C1%7C0%7C638634198435917839%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0=%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=h+olo2w50HtWERGj7oFgPZsxcR4y1pCDEOtcjRjleFI=&reserved=0%20https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://fcrr.org/sites/g/files/upcbnu2836/files/media/PDFs/student_center_activities/k1_comprehension/k1_sentence_meaning/k1_c005_build_a_sentence.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CGrace.Clark-1@colorado.edu%7C1bc50678b7d444d6d9d508dce26b7a31%7C3ded8b1b070d462982e4c0b019f46057%7C1%7C0%7C638634198435917839%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0=%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=h+olo2w50HtWERGj7oFgPZsxcR4y1pCDEOtcjRjleFI=&reserved=0


Who, What, Where 
Cards

Glue Glue for each group as well.

01 Have at least 2 sets for 
each group. Here is the link 
to the card set to print.

Post-it Note Poster

MATERIALS

At least 2 for each group. 
(OPTIONAL)02

03

https://docs.google.com/document/d/13YVk1-_BAA__DXhF6pstTdGk0W6Zk7WT7Qtcy_iRpQE/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13YVk1-_BAA__DXhF6pstTdGk0W6Zk7WT7Qtcy_iRpQE/edit


Introduce 
● Begin by reading aloud and/or recapping the story.
● Explain to the students that they’ll be creating their own sentences 

based on the book and then later they'll be creating sentences based 
on their lives.

● Introduce the materials.
● Explain the directions.
● Assign groups and set expectations.

DIRECTIONS 



DIRECTIONS- CONTINUED 

● Form groups of 3-4.
● Each group should have a set of Who, What, Where cards. (Here is the link) 
● As a group, students will pick which character to start with, Ana, Mami, Señora Mimi, 

or Abuela.
● Explain to students: Now you will build your sentences. 

○ Who is in your sentence? (Pick a character)
○ What are they doing? (Pick an action)
○ Where does it happen? (Pick a location)

● Have students combine answers into one complete sentence. 
○ For example: “Señora Mimi says goodbye in the living room.”

● Arrange the Who, What, Where cards in order on a table or post-it note poster. 
● Students will glue down the word cards on the post-it note poster or other paper to 

make each sentence. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/13YVk1-_BAA__DXhF6pstTdGk0W6Zk7WT7Qtcy_iRpQE/edit


DIRECTIONS-CONTINUED
● In the same group, students will do a similar activity but based 

on meaningful people or events in their lives.
● Each group should have a set of blank Who, What, and Where, 

cards.
● Each student takes turns to answer one of the following:

○ Who is the important person in your sentence (Mom, dad, 
friend, etc.)

○ What do they do? (help, play, teach, etc…)
○ Where does it happen? (at home, school, at the park…etc)

● Combine their answers into one complete 
sentence. 
○ For example: “My grandma helps 

me at home.”
● Arrange the Who, What, and Where in 

order on the group’s poster/paper. 
● Now they will glue down the word cards 

to make each sentence. 

Wrap Up
● Group presentations
● Class reflections: after all 

groups have shared, reflect on 
the activity. 



ADDITIONAL SUGGESTIONS
● Add Illustrations

○ Students can draw pictures that represent their 
sentences. They can draw Ana and Señora Mimi 
saying goodbye to each other or a drawing of the 
meaningful person in their life.

● For Bilingual Students
○ Provide bilingual word cards to support language 

learners (Spanish cards included here). They can pair 
English and other language word cards to better 
understand the vocabulary.

● Whole Class or Small Group Activity
○ Depending on your class, you can adapt this activity 

to be for the whole class with you guiding or as a 
small group activity with cards for each group.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/13YVk1-_BAA__DXhF6pstTdGk0W6Zk7WT7Qtcy_iRpQE/edit


● We also hope you can join us on Saturday, 
November 9 at the Boulder Public Library to 
meet Brittany Cicchese and hear more about 
No More Señora Mimí in-person…along with 
other authors and illustrators! For more 
information, visit 
https://www.colorado.edu/event/bookfest

https://www.colorado.edu/event/bookfest

