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The ski industry may all but disappear in the coming decades. As climate change 
progresses the industry has seen little innovation. In response to our changing 
climate, snowmaking has become a common and problematic practice.

Ski resorts similar to Eldora use ~250 million gallons of water over a single season.  
Snowmaking requires substantial water and energy. This use ultimately takes water 
away from downstream communities.  

While snowmaking can extend winter recreation, these practices aren’t 
sustainable. Replacing impermeable infrastructure will allow Eldora to effectively 
manage water. Permeable pavement, snow fences, strategic snow collection, and 
additional reservoirs can improve snowmaking practices.

WHAT DO WE DO?
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approximately 50% of resorts 
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The use of Colorado’s water is determined by the Prior 
Appropriation System. This system controls who uses how 
much water, the types of uses allowed, and when water can 
be used. 

Colorado water rights are unique to the state and restrictive to 
those who don't own water rights. Water rights are not easily 
acquired, therefore improving water management can be 
difficult to implement. 
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