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At such a centralized location on the CU campus, 
and in close proximity to the IMIG Music Building, 
the site provides opportunities for synergy between 
circulation and creativity. “Harmony” is a composition 
of interactive programmatic areas each inspired by 
a specific element of written music. These areas 
create context-sensitive circulation, spaces to enjoy 
music, and spaces to rehearse music for both music 
students and the community at large. Individual 
music rehearsal pods and a central amphitheater are 
designed in such a way which amplifies music when 
in use, and simultaneously quiets adjacent traffic 
noise. Overall, this mosaic of programmatic melodies 
is brought together to create harmony. 
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Harmony: A Composition of Landscape Melodies Paths-The Musical Staff
The central axis which unites the design and 
lead to central hubs on campus. Used for 
pedestrian traffic throughout the site. 

Intermediate Paths- Musical Clef
Allows the space to be easily understood and 
traversed. Sets the stage for vegetated areas 
within each quadrant. 

Aligned Structures - Crescendo and 
Decrescendo
Melodies which are both loud and quiet (large 
and small) flank the edges of the central paths. 
All of which are brought together to create 
harmony throughout the site. Each melody has 
a unique combination of programmatic areas. 
Each can be used to either enjoy music or 
create music. 

Shade Structures/Music 
Rehearsal Pods

Group Gathering Space

Land-form: Individual Seating 

Sunken Rain Garden

Shade Structures- Music Notes 
These individual shade structures punctuate 
the landscape throughout the site. Each note, 
its own separate programmatic area, remains 
loosely connected to the central axis paths. 
The placement of these structures throughout 
the site coincides with the crescendo and 
decrescendo melodies to create a musical 
harmony. 
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Vegetated Filter Strips

Native Meadows

Landforms:
Long Grasses
Rain Gardens:
Tall Native Grasses

Deciduous Shade Trees

Coniferous Trees

Tall Shrubs

Border of Tall Shrubs
Provide screening from negative sounds and 
views of vehicular roadways. These shrubs 
are placed in such a way which provides 
immersion into the natural surroundings of 
the site.
Allée of Deciduous Shade Trees
This equidistant rhythm of deciduous trees 
sets the pace for the vertical sidewalk axis, 
making it seem shorter. Provides shade and 
enclosure this edge of the site reducing 
negative sounds.

Triangular Bosque of Trees
Deciduous trees are placed in such a way that 
compliments the natural rhythm of the design 
and provides shade to main programmatic areas 
throughout the site. Coniferous trees are placed at 
equal intervals to compliment this rhythm.

Native Meadow
Meadows with a native variety of perennials provide 
pollinator habitats on site. 

Vegetated Filter Strips
These strips of vegetation, predominantly a lawn 
mixture, help to filter storm-water on site. The 
addition of these permeable vegetated areas also 
helps to reduce the heat island effect. 

Rain Gardens
Rain gardens are placed intermittently throughout 
the site in order to mitigate storm-water and provide 
more vegetation variety on site. These gardens are 
predominantly composed of tall native grasses. 

Landforms
Landforms throughout the site are predominantly 
composed of long grasses. These grasses will not 
have to be trimmed and will provide a comfortable 
seating area.

The majority of the storm-water is collected 
and filtered in shallow rain gardens placed 
at strategic points throughout the site. 

The remaining storm-water will infiltrate the 
ground through permeable pavers.
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Conceptual Topography Model
This is a conceptual representation of the topography manipulations 
within Harmony. The depth at each point in the clay was measured 
in order to develop the final Rhino topography model. 

Conceptual Process Topography Model
This exaggerated representation of the topography observes 
the way which the landforms interact with each other and their 
surroundings. The amount of landforms and rain gardens is 
increased in order to determine the most effective landform layout 
for the final design. 
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