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After Emerald’s building redesign, the schoolyard was left with few elements, creating a 
lack of engagement and excitement for students.

Problem Statement

Activate the current schoolyard by telling the story of Emerald Elementary’s diverse 
cultural identity through nature play, inclusive sensory elements, and learning.

Mission Statement



Inspiration



Program Diagram
Forest
Grass
Hiding Huts
Hills
Moat
North Elements
Planting Areas
Play Pits
Problem Path
School
Seating
Steppe Garden

0’ 15’ 30’ 60’ 90’ 150’



Master Plan

30’15’0’ 60’ 90’ 150’

School Building

Outdoor 
Classrooms

Play Pits

Garden

Europe

Africa

Asia

Australia

Antarctica

North America

Nature Play

South America

Multi-Purpose Field



Creature Pathways



The Front Range



Front Range Perspective A
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Front Range Perspective B
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Front Range Elevation



Art + Music Outdoor Classroom Plan
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Arctic Area Plan
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Arctic Area Perspective
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North Eastern Hemisphere
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African Steppe Garden Section
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Play Huts
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Planting Plan



Potential Funding 

Mmm

Thorne Nature Experience The Trust for Public Land

- Many different organizations to seek funding from
- Community support is vital during this process
- Tremendous opportunity to enhance Emerald’s schoolyard, lives of students students and community

Great Outdoors Colorado Peaceful Playgrounds Gates Family Foundation

https://thornenature.org/
https://www.tpl.org/our-initiatives#schoolyards
https://goco.org/grants/apply
https://peacefulplaygrounds.com/playground-and-garden-grants
https://gatesfamilyfoundation.org/types-of-support/overview/


Thank You
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