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Welner, K. G., & Burris, C. C. (2013). “NCLB’s Intensifying Makeover: Race to the 
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annual meeting of the American Educational Research Association, in New 
Orleans, LA. 

 
Burris, C. C., Wiley, E. W., Welner, K. G., & Murphy, J. (May 3, 2010). Opening the 

Gates. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the American Educational 
Research Association, in Denver, Colorado. 

 
Burris, C. C., Welner, K. G., & Bezoza, J. (May 2, 2010). Detracking: Research and 

Recommendations. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the American 
Educational Research Association, in Denver, Colorado. 

 
Welner, K. G. (April 2, 2009). “The Struggle for an Integrated Future: Coming to Terms 

with Courts’ Anti-Majoritarian Limits and Shifting the Zone of Judicial 
Mediation.” Paper presented at Looking to the Future: Legal and Policy Options 
for Racially Integrated Education in the South. University of North Carolina, 
Chapel Hill. 

 
Welner, K. G. (April 2009). Courts as Context: Looking at Current Detracking Reform 

through a Lens of Legal Rights. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the 
American Educational Research Association, in San Diego, California. 

 
Welner, K. G. & Spindler, E. (April 2009). The Post-PICS Picture: Examining School 

Districts’ Policy Options for Mitigating Racial Segregation. Paper presented at 
the annual meeting of the American Educational Research Association, in San 
Diego, California. 

 
Welner, K. G. (2007). Education Rights: Conceiving a Future in Courts and Classrooms. 

Raymond B. Cattell Early Career Award Lecture presented at the annual meeting 
of the American Educational Research Association, April 12, 2007, in Chicago, 
Illinois. 

 
Welner, K. G., Kurlaender, M., Mead, J., Schofield, J., Wells, A. S., & Yun, J. (2007). 

Decision Day at the Supreme Court: Can School Districts Consider Race to 
Mitigate Segregation? Symposium organized for the annual meeting of the 
American Educational Research Association, April 9-13, 2007, in Chicago, 
Illinois. 

 
Yettick, R. H., Wiley, E. W., & Welner, K. G. (2007). East of the Tracks: Examining a 

Teacher-Initiated Detracking Reform at a Diverse Urban High School. Paper 
presented at the annual meeting of the American Educational Research 
Association, April 9-13, 2007, in Chicago, Illinois. 

 
Diaz-Bilello, E. K., Welner, K. G., Howe, K. R. & Wiley, E. W. (2006). Choice and 

Segregation in Colorado. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the American 
Educational Research Association, April 7-11, 2006, in San Francisco.  
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Welner, K. G., & Burris, C. C. (2006). “Winning Them Over” and “Taking Them On:” 

Alternative Approaches to Moving Forward with Detracking. Paper included in 
symposium, “Detracking and Heterogeneous Grouping: Translating Research into 
Usable Knowledge for Practice,” presented at the annual meeting of the American 
Educational Research Association, April 7-11, 2006, in San Francisco. 

 
Burris, C.C., Welner, K.G., and Wiley, E. W. (2006). Closing the achievement gap in the 

earning of New York State Regents diplomas by detracking high school classes, 
paper included in symposium, “Closing the Achievement Gap in Bimodal High 
Schools,” presented at the annual meeting of the American Educational Research 
Association, April 7-11, 2006, in San Francisco. 

 
Chi, W., & Welner, K. G. (2006). Disputing Grades: A Critique of Reports that Rank 

States’ Charter School Laws. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the 
American Educational Research Association, April 7-11, 2006, in San Francisco. 

 
Diaz-Bilello, E. K., Welner, K. G., Howe, K. R. & Wiley, E. W. (2005). The Integrative 

and Segregative Effects of Public School Choice. Paper presented at the annual 
meeting of the American Educational Research Association, April 11-15, 2005, in 
Montreal.  

 
Welner, K. G. (2004). A Post-Grutter Examination of the Constitutionality of K-12 Race-

Conscious Student Assignment Policies: Can social science research offer an 
analogue to ‘critical mass’? Paper presented at the annual meeting of the 
American Educational Research Association, April 12-16, 2004, in San Diego, 
CA.  

 
Welner, K. G. (2004). Un-Locke-ing Zelman: Can state constitutions legally prohibit 

vouchers? Paper presented at the annual meeting of the American Educational 
Research Association, April 12-16, 2004, in San Diego, CA. 

 
Welner, K. G. (2003). State constitutions and government assistance to private schools: 

Will vouchers cede the floor to tax credits? Paper presented at the annual meeting 
of the American Educational Research Association, April 21-25, 2003, in 
Chicago, Illinois. 

 
Welner, K. G. (2003). Outcome standards as an entrée to opportunity-to-learn standards. 

Paper presented at the annual meeting of the American Educational Research 
Association, April 21-25, 2003, in Chicago, Illinois. 

 
Welner, K. G. (2002). Beyond the Tarheel State: Examining the court-driven detracking 

reform process across the nation. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the 
Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management (APPAM), November 8, 
2002, in Dallas, Texas. 
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Welner, K. G. (2002). Examining the present and the future of legal protections for 
controversial teaching in public schools. Paper presented at the annual meeting of 
the Education Law Association, November 15-17, 2002, in New Orleans, 
Louisiana. 

 
Welner, K. G. & Kupermintz, H. (2001). Lies, damned lies, and expert testimony. Paper 

presented at the annual meeting of the American Educational Research 
Association, April 10-14, 2001, in Seattle, Washington. 

 
Kupermintz, H. & Welner, K. G. (2001). A question of bias: Two competing answers. 

Paper presented at the annual meeting of the American Educational Research 
Association, April 10-14, 2001, in Seattle, Washington. 

 
Welner, K. G. (2000). Post-integration segregation within schools: Taking over where 

residential segregation leaves off. Paper presented at the at the 8th Annual Ira C. 
Rothgerber, Jr. Conference at the Byron R. White Center for the Study of 
American Constitutional Law, University of Colorado School of Law. October 
13, 2000. Conference Title: “The End of School Desegregation?” 

 
Welner, K. G. (2000). Taxing the Establishment Clause: The Revolutionary Decision of 

the Arizona Supreme Court in Kotterman v. Killian. Paper presented at the annual 
meeting of the American Educational Research Association, New Orleans, LA, 
April 24-28, 2000. 

 
Welner, K. G. (2000). Reclaiming a Refuge: Can Equity-Minded Education Policies 

Once Again Be Promoted Through the Judiciary?  Paper presented at the annual 
meeting of the American Educational Research Association, New Orleans, LA, 
April 24-28, 2000. 

 
Losen, D. & Welner, K. G. (2000). Systemic Challenges: Comprehensive Legal 

Responses to Inappropriate and Inadequate Special Education Services for 
Minority Children. Paper presented at Harvard University Law School, 
conference entitled, “Minority Issues in Special Education in the Public Schools,” 
sponsored by the Harvard Civil Rights Project. November 17, 2000. 

 
Welner, K. G. & FitzGerald, G. (1999). A look inside the sorting machine: Using multi-

level and logistic regression modeling to investigate the cause and effect of track 
placement. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the American Educational 
Research Association, Montreal. 

 
Welner, K. G. (1998). Litigation, tracking and reform: Four communities, four courts, 

four stories, and their lessons for us all. Paper presented at the annual meeting of 
the American Educational Research Association, San Diego, CA. 
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Welner, K. G. (1998). They retard what they cannot repel: Collaboration between 
teachers and parents to undermine reform. Paper presented at the annual meeting 
of the American Educational Research Association, San Diego, CA. 

 
Welner, K. G. (1998). Controversial pedagogy: Expanding the protections for how and 

what we teach. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the American 
Educational Research Association, San Diego, CA. 

 
Welner, K. G. (1997). Expediting equity: Are we wrong about mandates?  Presentation at 

the 1997 annual meeting of the American Educational Research Association, 
Chicago, IL. 

 
Welner, K. G. (1997). Overcoming inaction: Using the initiative process to coerce 

change in higher education finance and governance. Paper presented at the 1997 
annual meeting of the Pacific Sociological Association, San Diego, CA. 

 
Welner, K. G., Yonezawa, S., & Oakes, J. (1996). Making equity happen: A case study of 

court-ordered detracking on one district. Paper presented at the annual meeting of 
the American Educational Research Association, New York, NY 

 
Oakes, J., Welner, K. G., Yonezawa, S., & Allen, R. (1996). Norms and politics of 

equity-minded change: Researching the “zone of mediation.” Paper presented at 
the annual meeting of the American Educational Research Association, New 
York, NY. 

 
Bravin, J. & Welner, K. G. (1996). Reforming California higher education through the 

initiative process. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Pacific 
Sociological Association, Seattle, WA. 

 
Welner, K. G. & Oakes, J. (1995). LiAbility grouping: The new susceptibility of school 

tracking systems to legal challenges. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the 
American Educational Research Association, San Francisco, CA. 

 
 
INVITED PRESENTATIONS (selected) 
 

Welner, K. G. (2012, November 17.) General Trends toward Reliance on Quantitative 
Indicators in Principal Evaluation. Presentation at the annual meeting of the 
University Council for Educational Administration (UCEA), in Denver, CO 

 
Welner, K. G. (2012, November 2). Presentation on the Fisher Supreme Court case at 

panel titled, "Affirmative Action in Higher Education," at the National Academy 
of Education Annual Meeting and Fall Fellows Retreat at the Keck Center of the 
National Academies in Washington, DC. 
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Welner, K. G. (2012, October 8). The Use, Misuse and Nonuse of Education Research in 
Policymaking: A Path Forward-ish. Presentation at the annual meeting of the 
Council of Academic Deans from Research Education Institutions (CADREI), in 
Santa Barbara, CA. 

 
Welner, K. G., (2012, August 23). Presentation at the National Press Club in Washington 

DC, as part of panel, School choice -- What works? 
 
Welner, K. G. (2012, March 29). Consequential Validity? When Tests are Transformed 

from Measurement Tools to Policy Tools. Presentation at the “Educational 
Assessment, Accountability, and Equity: Conversations on Validity around the 
World” conference at Teachers College, Columbia University. 

 
Welner, K. G. (2012, April 27). Charter Schools, Hype, and Disappointment: 

Understanding What the Research Base Tells Us about the Outcomes of Charters. 
Presentation at the “Forces of Change: Justice & Equity in Public Education” 
conference at the University of Washington Law School. 

 
Welner, K. G. (2011). Good Research Can't Be Made to Say Anything: How and Why 

Policymaking Should be Based on High-quality Research. Presentation on Feb 19, 
2011 to the federal relations committee of the National Conference on Education 
(AASA) in Denver, CO.  

 
Welner, K. G. (2011). Should Schools De-track? A Debate about the Policy and Practice 

of Student Tracking. Debate at the American Enterprise Institute in Washington 
DC, March 17, 2011. 

 
Welner, K. G. (2010). Think Tank Research Quality. Presentation at the Economic Policy 

Institute in DC, on September 29, 2010. 
 
Welner, K. G. (2010). The Obama Education Blueprint. Congressional Briefing in the 

Hart Senate Office Building in DC, on September 29, 2010. 
 
Welner, K. G. (2010). LGBT School Safety Issues. Presentation the National Education 

Association (NEA) headquarters in DC, on September 30, 2010.  
 
Welner, K. G. (2010). Confronting systemic inequity in education. Presentation at 

Philanthropy New York in New York City, on November 17, 2010.  
 
Welner, K. G. (2008, 2009). Neovouchers. Presented at the American Enterprise Institute. 

December 15, 2008. Washington, DC., at the National Education Association, 
November 10, 2008. Washington, DC., at the annual meeting of Americans 
United for Separation of Church and State, November 9, 2008. Washington, DC., 
and as part of the POME series. UC Berkeley School of Education, October 2, 
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2008, in Berkeley, California. University of Arizona on February 11, 2009, and at 
Arizona State University on February 12, 2009. 

 
Welner, K. G. (2008). “Structuring access to knowledge.” Presented at Education & 

opportunity: The Kerner commission 40 year report. Stanford Center for 
Opportunity Policy in Education, October 3, 2008, in Palo Alto, California. 

 
Welner, K. G. (2007). Presenter at a session entitled, Race and Diversity: Implications of 

the 2007 U.S. Supreme Court School Decisions for Colorado, at the "Educating 
for Citizenship" conference sponsored by the Center for Education in Law and 
Democracy and the Colorado Bar Association. December 7, 2007, in Lakewood, 
Colorado.  

 
Welner, K. G. (2007). Presentation on panel entitled The Supreme Court and Race-

Conscious Policies, at the Annual Meeting of the National Academy of Education 
on October 20, 2007 in Washington DC. 

 
Welner, K. G. (2007). Presenter at the dropout subcommittee of the Governor’s P-20 

Council. September 11, 2007, in Colorado Springs, Colorado.  
 

Welner, K. G. (2007). Alternative Approaches to the Politics of Detracking. Keynote 
presentation at annual meeting of the Delaware Valley Minority Student 
Achievement Consortium. June 27, 2007, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  

 
Welner, K. G. (2003). Tracking and efforts to detrack. Presentation at the American 

Youth Policy Forum conference, “Creating Equitable High Schools: Strategies to 
Eliminate Tracking and Ability Grouping,” December 12, 2003, at the Russell 
Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 

 
 Welner, K. G. (2003). Organizer, host, and questioner of forum entitled, The Legal and 

Policy Issues Surrounding Colorado’s New Voucher Law at the University of 
Colorado Law School, Byron R. White Center for the Study of American 
Constitutional Law, November 3, 2003, in Boulder, Colorado. 

 
 Welner, K. G. (2002). Court-ordered educational change: Not panaceas or watersheds; 

Just important. Paper presented at the NAE/Spencer Spring Fellows Forum, 
March 8-9, 2002, in Tucson, Arizona. 

 
Welner, K. G. (2002). Briefing on tax credits for K-12 education. Presentation at the 

Annual Meeting of the National Conference of State Legislatures on July 24, 
2002 in Denver, CO. 

 
Welner, K. G. (2001). Scaling up court-ordered change: Developing systemic legal 

remedies for education rights violations. Paper presented at the Annual Meeting 
of the National Academy of Education on October 11, 2001 in Berkeley, CA. 
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Welner, K. G. (1999). What can courts contribute? Assessing the potential of mandated 
detracking, on a panel entitled "Court orders and school reform," at the 
"Constituency Building for Public School Reform Initiative" meeting on May 14, 
1999, hosted by the Ford Foundation in New York, NY. 

 
Welner, K. G. (1998). The role of research in facilitating action, at the "Race and 

Education in K-12" conference on November 21, 1998, hosted by the Harvard 
Civil Rights Project, in Cambridge, MA. 
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