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...CU faces the ADA

[FROM PAGE 1]

“We'll be faced regularly with cases where we will be
required 1o make program changes. We’ll be required if we
make the program accessible physically then to move it.”

CU-Boulder has completed 29 projects at $2.6 million,
and plans for fiscgl year 1993-96 will cost $1.9 million. There
are 14 projects in progress on campus with a total cost of
more than $3.6 million. Other campus costs have been well
under $1 million each fiscal year. The Health Sciences Center
has current projects that total about $1.1 million.

Herbstreit said CU-Boulder received $4.8 million out of
the 36.7 million requesied from the siate last year, and plans
o request more.

“We are moving diligently, but depending on exiernal
funding will slow down the process.”

Assistant Vice President for Budget and Finance Jim
Topping explained that CU depends on the state for funding
for all capital construction related to the ADA compliance.

Funding from the state is needed for renovations on all
campuses, zlthough some of the campuses’ own money has
already been used.

“We cannot do it on our own,” Herbstreit said. “But every
dollar we are able to invest in physical accessibility makes
that many more programs accessible.”

“We also need money for education and training,” he said,
adding that Garnett Tatum, direcior of affimmative action, is
Working on developing iraining programs.

Herbsireit said that even after the final projects in the plan
are completed in 1996, there will still be some parts of build-
ings on campus that are not physically accessible. “There is
a key distinction. We don’t need to make every facility acces-
sible, but the object is to make programs accessible or relo-
cate them so they are acceptable. We are spending a lot mak-
g physical changes, but that won’t cover everything.”

CU-Boulder and other campuses have formed program-
accessiviily comnenitises 10 mee! necds of the disabled, to
Sice stamepes for coempliance. and o i
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By AMY REINHOLDS
(et Daily Staff Writer

U’ four campuses reported more than $11 million will
be spent by 1996 to make campuses accessible to the dis-
abled. but administrators at a CU Board of Regents com-
fee meeting on Wednesday explained there is still work
10 do,

“We siill have a way
o8, Bili Herbsireit, CU
admssnisistion, fold the
Denver,

0 go compared to other campus-
-Boulder acting vice chancellor for
capital construction committee in
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ty to spend $11 million to comply with ADA, but more ¢

. The CU-Boulder campus has a
compliance with the Americans
other campuses because of the size and age of the campus.

The federally mandated ADA compliance deadline is
January, and CU’s campus plans stretch over a four-year peri-
od from 1992 to 1996, The university’s goal is to make al]
programs accessible by moving them on an as-needed basis,

The report was issued in Iesponse to a resolution the
fegents passed in November 1993 that called for a commit-

ment to “timely removal of physical and programmatic bar-
riers” through current ADA transition plans.

higher barrier to physical
with Disabilities Act than
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0 be done

Regent Norwood Robb looked at the numbers and praised
CU for spending more money on changes now than in the
past. Herbstreit mentioned that the figures don’t reflect money
Spent on the “program” side of accessibility. Campuses that
are accessible to students, staff and faculty with disabilities
go far beyond physical access, he said.

“There is a significant investment beyond physical acces-
sibility,” he said, listing the office of services to disabled sty-

dents and its programs, including signers for the hearing-
impaired, test monitors and fraining.

[TURN TO PAGE 2
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Gretchen Schaper, a fine arts major at CU, says some facilities are a

partlcu/ar problem for those who move by wheelchair.

Deadline |

ooms, and

disabled still shut out

By AMY REINHOLDS
Colorado Daily Staff Writer

Wheelchair-bound Buff fans should
be able to ride an elevator in the press
box to see the first season football game
on Saturday. Entrances to the University

rial Center, some dorms and

‘ther campus buildings are also wheel-
chai-accessible.

But CU still has work to do.

“Program accessibility in its entire-
ty is a very high standard,” said Henry
Claypool, director of the office of ser-
vices to disabled students. “The univer-
sity is on the way toward that level,” he
said, adding that the delay is attributed
to CU’s getting the state money — $4.8

[TURN TO PAGE 14]



...CU is ‘Goliath’ among these
with obstacles for the disabled

fFROM PAGE 1]

million — only this semester.

Claypool said that CU is “one of the
biggest problems the state has. We were sort
of a Goliath for them.” In fact, CU will prob-
ably ask for more state funds, he said.

CU won’t meet a Jan. 26 American with

Disabilities Act deadline with its physical
accessibility, since construction won’t be com-
pleted until October 1996. But the program-
accessibility committee says it provides acces-
sibility to all programs on request.

“We believe we are now in compliance,”
said campus architect Bill Deno. “We are
doing our best to meet the needs of the con-

a

1990 states thar public institutions shall see
that each program and activity “viewed in its
eniirety is readll\ accessible and usable by
individuals with disabilities.”

Greichen Schaper. a fins ars frashman,
said the places she finds most inaccessisle are
bathrooms. She has classes in “accessible”
Keichum and Hellems, but the bathrooms in
the buildings are too smal! for her wheeichair.

“It’s frustrating. I’ve missed 20 minutes of

class before, and it’s unnecessary.”

Bathroom upgrades are on the list, but she
hopes CU will give priority to bathrooms in
buildings that aiready serve disabled students.

On her first day of a drawing class, the
freshman found there was no access to the
third floor of the fine arts building. The class
was moved to a first-floor room.

She said she is grateful for the support ser-
vices, but she pointed out that accessibility is

more than just a way to get into the building. -

“I can get to all of my classes, but by a
round-about way and through the back door.
The wheelchair entrance is separate. It would
be really nice to have all the entrances acces-
sible.”

Some of the state funds went to reim-
bursing campus money for a project already
underway. After a complaint, a ramp and ele-
vaior were planned for the Henderson muse-
um.

The program-accessibility  committee
assigned the remaining $3.2 million to prior-
ities:

* $1.3 million for 12 elevator renovations
and additions

* $1.1 million for bathrooms and foun-
Lo

* e remaining funds for power-assist
doors. parking. doors, ramps. handrails, signs
and viseal alarms for bearing impaired.

Problem buildings are at the top of the list

= | pn.ntles

m-'} it oui by Januar} 199:1 Tﬂ.e ADA act of

and include: Folsom Stadium; Guggenheim
Geography; Geclogy; Economics; and
McKenna Languages buildings.

A preliminary project schedule targets
design for the next two months. Bidding for
contractors opens in March, with construction
scHs"I s'ad 0 begin on May 30 and 2nd on
Oct. 21, 1996.

The priorities are still being worked out
and Claypool said anyone who wanis 1o sdd
to the discussion should bring comments o
Gametr Tatum, the head of the commitiee.

Claypool serves about 100 students in his
office, about 10 of whom have mobility prob-
lems. He said this semester, about three or
four students needed classes moved.

Hellems, Ketchum, Education and the
University Theater buildings already have
elevators. Claypool said the Hale Sciznces s
one of the most accessible buildings on cam-
pus. “You can look at some of these build-
ings and see what it will look like = 1he
future.”

Schaper agrees. The Hale leciurs hall has
a desk with extra space for a wheslchair in
the middle of the seating, so she doesn't have
to sit up front or hide in the back.

But she questions why a ramp couldn’
have been added at ths front entrance a b
there are only twe steps

“I'm new at CU, bt # does seem He
there was enough time 0 maie mos e
than they did.” She said chmaes vn mee
accommodate her nesds. S e e = o
on the student 10 make S e

But she is not askome for soecnll Sestmens
“All T really want & 2= 5e sbie © d wha
evervone eise does”

One projet = peagress, the addition of
an clevaor = e Balich Felfouse peess box,

is the resalt of 2 complaint it & being find-
ed by the sthletic department. according
CU official Joa Buranek.

[TURN TO PAGE 15]
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SPENCE MICHAEL WILSON / For the Camera
ACCESSIBLE: Henry Claypool, director of the Office of Services to Disabled

Siudents at the University of Colorado, shows a ramp at Hale Science Build-
ing that people in wheelchairs can use.




Accessibility
campus goal
In revamping

Renovations
will aid people
with disabilities
By CAROL CHOREY

Camera Staff Writer

The University of Colorado is em-
barking on a myriad of building
renovations — from elevators to
wheelchair ramps — that will make
the Boulder campus more accessi-
ble to people with disabilities.

The state Legislature has allo-
cated $4.8 million for the im-
brovements under the Americans
with Disabilities Act, signed into
law in 1990.

While the money is not the first
CU has spent on Improving access
for people with disabilities, it is the
first state allocation to the universi-
ty designated for such im-
provements and will offer a signifi-
cant boost for what has been called
the biggest accessibility project in
the state.

CU has asked the state for an-
other $6.4 million to address ad-
ditional needs.

The money will be spent on gen-
eral accessibility of buildings ~ for
people with hearing or vision loss
to those who use wheelchairs.

Work will include eight new el-
evators along with a slew of ramps,
automatic door openers, restroom
renovations, accessible water foun-
tains, visua!l alarms, signs and
parking improvements,

Some outdoor work already has
started, but the bulk of it is in the
bidding process. Indoor renovations
are expected to begin in October
and will take about two years.

The total number of buildings
that will be upgraded was not avail-

able this week, but improvements
are planned for a number of class-
room buildings as well as Folsom
Stadium using the state money.

Improvements to the University
Memorial Center, Wardenburg Stu-
dent Health Center, the Coors
Events/Conference  Center and
some residence halls also will be
made using auxiliary accounts.

Garnett Tatum, Americans with
Disabilities’ coordinator for the
Boulder campus, said the im-
provements will result in fewer pro-
grams having to be moved to pro-
vide equal access to people with
disabilities. In the pbast, since not
all its buildings are accessible, the
university has moved programs
when requested to comply with the
law.

Henry Claypool, director of CU’s
Office of Services to Disabled Stu-
dents, said the improvements also
may result in more disabled stu-
dents attending CU.

Now, an estimated 525 disabled
students are on campus, including
about 20 who use wheelchairs.

“The reality is if someone using
a wheelchair (visits) campus, they
probably won’t come here because
it’'s not very accessible,” Claypool
said. “Students with mobility im-
pairments go to places where they
can be integrated into campus.”

Claypool ~said after the/ next
round of improvements ntake it
possible for people with disabilities
to get into the majority of buildings,
the university can move forward on
classroom renovations that would
make it  easier for disabled
students. Such projects often take

more than just Americans with Dis-
abilities funding, however, meaning
that they will have to be done in
conjunction with other planned ren-

ovations.




For the past couple of years there has
been very little construction on the
Boulder Campus. That will change
this fall and spring with as many as
thirty construction projects scheduled
to start.

-.f::'“:- This fall, projects scheduled
“¥¥ include the new Drescher
Undergraduate Engineering wing to
house the Integrated Teaching and
Learning Laboratory, an interior
build-out of the MCD Biology lower
floors, health and safety upgrades to
the Engineering Center, and an eleva-
tor in the Armory.

This winter, projects will

include a new building for
Geological Sciences and the Earth
Sciences Library, a renovation of the
first floor of Ekeley Sciences, health
and safety upgrades in Porter Bio-
sciences, an addition and renovation
at Imig Music, and elevators in the
Stadium Building and Economics.

In the spring, a renovation is

scheduled for the west end of
Cristol Chemistry and elevators will
be added in Guggenheim, Geology,
McKenna, and Carlson.

Next summer, Cottage No. I
will be renovated for
Women Studies.

The Department of Facilities
Management is concerned
about the impacts of

The Construction Corner

students who may not be here long
enough to realize the benefits of new
and newly renovated buildings. It is
because of these concerns and the
amount of construction scheduled
that we have attempted to coordinate
all projects collectively to minimize
their impact.

To accomplish this, we want to
communicate to faculty, staff, and
students with monthly articles in the
Silver & Gold Record, job site signage
with project update sheets, and
announcements on CU’s home page
on the World Wide Web.

In addition to providing this informa-
tion, we will work to limit the use of
the campus by contractors during
construction. Construction workers
will be required to
park away from the
main campus. Major Y=g
construction staging
will be consolidated into two areas.
Individual projects will be limited to
small material drop-off sites, and
these drop-off sites may have
additional restrictions for noise and
circulation, depending on the loca-
tion. It was felt that these concentra-
tions of staging areas would be less of
an inconvenience to the campus

community than many smaller
A ones.

If you have questions about
construction on the Boulder
Campus, call Marie Caldwell

construction on the campus FACILITIES at 492-5686 or send e-mail to

community, especially on

MANAGEMENT

Caldwell@spot.Colorado.EDU.

University of Colorado at Boulder




Thersday, February 16, 1995

Silver & Gold Record

Elevator projects under way
at UCB to comply with ADA

By Shelley Downing

One elevator has been installed and two
other elevator projects are under way at CU-
Boulder to help bring the campus into compli-
ance with the Americans with Disabilities Act.

The plans for the project were presented to
the Boulder Campus Planning Commission at
last week by Denver architect Peter Nelson of
Gensler and Associates.

The state gave UCB $4.8 million to make
ADA improvements on the campus, and CU-
Boulder has already asked for an additional $2
million from the Office of State Planning and
Budget to supplement that money.

Nelson said the campus has $3.4 million to
fund 13 elevator projects and that might not be
enough to complete all of the projects. Eleva-
tors are to be installed in some buildings that
were built more than a century ago and the cost
<0 install all of the elevators is running much
higher than was originally anticipated.

Oaly one of the 13 elevator projects, an
installztion in Henderson museuim, has been

completed. Four other elevator projects were
presented to the University’s Design Review
Board, and only the plans for the Geology
Building and for Guggenheim Geo graphy were
approved for construction in late summer or
early fall. The plans for projects in the Armory
and Clare Small Arts and Sciences buildings
have not yet been approved.

The elevator in the Geology Building will be
installed at the south entrance. Because the
floors of the building are unlevel, the elevator
will have doors that open on each side of the
cab. The elevator project in Guggenheim will
take away some office space in the building and
will also include improvements to restrocms.
Both elevator projects are being done with as
little impact to the roof lines of the buildings as
possible and the elevator shafts will be compat-
ible with the sandstone- and-clay-tile-roof theme
carried out on the rest of the Boulder campus.

An elevator was installed last year in Balch
Fieldhouse to allow access to Folsom Stadium,
and was funded through different sources.

-
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Act reaffirms

State stingy with money
he campus architect, Bill
I Deno, said very little was
done to improve accessibili-
ty during the 1980s.

“The money to improve was
requested from the state, but the
state said no,” Deno said.

Tatum said the lack of funding
from the state of Colorado during
the 1980s was more because of the
general attitude of ULS. society, than
the state in particular. “All through
the United States, people were pay-
ing less atzention 1o issues of disabil-
ity than they are now,” Gameit sai

“The st
doesn't wani i ni Is
it has tc run it according tc laws
such as the ADA " Claypocel said.

Everyone in this diass shares
the experience of discrimination.
| It was also established that this
| discrimination led 1o isolation,
segregation and second-class citi-
zenship.
 Following the Rehabiluation

ACL OF 13243, 1T Uundurs ol i A
more

—

ADTLTY

Question of priority

Claypool said that CU has

always had some flexibility
funding for people with disabili-

with its budget, and that

action was ne

ties at CU was a question of pri- 1 i e
ority. opportunity for people with dis-

According to the CU budget
office, CU got 11.8 percent of its
1994-95 total budget from state
appropriations.

abitities. [€5]

“There are five new elevators on

the way, and we plan for more,”
Claypool said. “But there are still
examples of departments that have
very limited access to their
resources.” He said that CU needed
at least 10 more elevators.

There are around 500 students
with various disabilities at CU,
and 10 of those students use
wheelchairs. Claypool credits this
relatively low number to a hard-
to-access campus.

“People with disabilities see the
problems they might face at this uni-
versity, and they take their business
elsewhere,” Claypool said.

Fink said, “The campus isn’t per-
fect for people with disabilities, and
it probably never will be.”

This ranks Colorado 49 in
state funding for higher educa-
tion, according to the National
Center for Educational Statistics.

Deno said the lack of state fund-
ing directly affects CU because con-
struction projects fall under the
state’s responsibility towards its uni-
versity, and not the university’s
responsibility towards its students.

Claypool said CU is working
hard now to meet the demands of
students with disabilities.
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CU’s disabled ="
aren’t ignored,
officials claim

Open meetings slated this week

By AMY REINHOLDS
Colorado Daily Staff Writer

A CU graduate student who has
threatened a lawsuit against the
university for failure to make a
resource center accessible to her
with her wheelchair has not been
ignored, CU officials said Friday.

Unable to reach the Women in
Engineering Resource Center on
the third floor of the engineering
building, a computer science grad-
uate student began filing a claim
with the Department of Education
civil rights office last week. But
officials say while a solution has hit
some roadblocks, they are continu-
ing to look for a way to overcome

the barrier.

“Any retrofit to a facility needs
to have funding, and it’s clear that
solutions are very expensive,” said
Steven Thweatt, assistant director
of design and construction.

But he said a team of planners
in facilities management and engi-
neering administration have been
working on making sure the third
floor of the engineering building
tower is accessible.

Engineering Dean Ross Corotis
said last week the college was able
to find some funds for an inclined
lift for the tower stairwell, but
Thweatt said there was not enough
space required by fire codes for the
lift.

“It was financially a good solu-
tion, but it won’t work to meet
existing requirements.”

Thweatt said, however, campus
planners are researching several
options.

One option is providing new
elevator access between the third
and fourth floors, which is esti-
mated at about $75,000. But
Thweatt said that elevator would
be similar to an elevator in the

{TURN TO PAGE 3]
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+..CU faces the ADA

[FROM PAGE 1]

“We’ll be faced regularly with cases where we will be
required to make program changes. We’ll be required if we
make the program accessible physically then to move it.”

CU-Boulder has completed 29 projects at $2.6 million,
and plans for fiscal year 1995-96 will cost $1.9 million. There
are 14 projects in progress on campus with a total cost of
more than $2.6 million. Other campus costs have been well
under $1 million each fiscal year. The Health Sciences Center
has current projects that total about $1.1 million.

Herbstreit said CU-Boulder received $4.8 million out of
the $6.7 million requested from the state last year, and plans
to request more.

“We are moving diligently, but depending on external
funding will slow down the process.”

Assistant Vice President for Budget and Finance Jim
Topping explained that CU depends on the state for funding
for all capital construction related to the ADA compliance.

Funding from the state is needed for renovations on all
campuses, although some of the campuses” own money has
already been used.

“We cannaot do it on our own,” Herbsireit said. “But every
dollar we are shle 10 invest in physical accessibility makes
that many more programs accessible.” ‘

“We also need money for education and training,” he said,
adding that Garnett Tatum, director of affirmative action, is
working on developing training programs.

Herbstreit said that even after the final projects in the plan
are completed in 1996, there will still be some parts of build-
ings on campus that are not physically accessible. “There is
a key distinction. We don’t need to make every facility acces-
sible, but the object is to make programs accessible or relo-
cate them so they are acceptable. We are spending a lot mak-
ing physical changes, but that won’t cover everything.”

CU-Boulder and other campuses have formed program-
accessibility committees to meet needs of the disabled, to
develop strategies for ADA compliance, and to provide
grievance procedures.
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WELCOME BACK, FALL 1985
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Employees of the Office of Services to Disabled Students are eager to help ease the road to

graduation for students with any disability at CU.

...Some places are more
accessible than others

ACCESS FROM PAGE 26

accessibility: MCD Biology, Hale Science,
Mathematics, Macky Auditorium, Ramaley
Biology, Business School, Engineering School
and Hellems Arts and Sciences.

Residence halls Claypool recommends are
Cheyenne-Arapaho, Kittredge West  and
Libby. He tells students to take advantage of
renovations to the CU Recreation Center and
check out the Henderson museum:.

Some other tips from Claypool, who uses
a wheelchair himself, are:

@ Use the bookstore in the University
Memorial Center, if you want to get to
all the books yourself. The bookstore on
the Hill has an accessible front door, but
students in wheelchairs have to ask some-
one to get books on the second level.

® The UMC is a good place to hang out
and get food.

®m The campus is the best place to see
movies. Chemistry Room 140, the UMC
Forum Room and Muenzinger auditori-
um are accessible to wheelchairs.

@ For musical entertainment, Claypool
says, “The Fox is a great place to sce a
show.”

@ The RTD and the Hop buses are acces-
sible to wheelchairs and will take you
around Boulder and to Denver. Coors
Field has good seating for wheelchairs,
Claypool said, and it is on an RTD bus
line.

Office hours for the Office of Services to

Disabled Students are 8 a.m.-noon and 1-5

p-m. Monday-Friday. Call 492-8671 for more

information.



Wheelchair user
frustrated at CU

Editor: .

I was most interested in your arti-
cle of Feb. 2 on the lack of accessibil-
ity on CU campus to “wheelies” (as a
neighbor  self-describes). Several
weeks ago you published an -item
through “Dear Abby” about- callous
boors’ misuse of a toilet stall desig-
nated for wheelchair users. A few ar-
ticles have described a possible pro-
gram through the City of Boulder to
complement enforcement of the ordi-
nance prohibiting vehicle parking
without appropriate license or plac-
ard in spaces set aside for vehicles
txl'ansporting‘ mobility impaired peo-
ple. ; /

I wish to recommend a “thorn” to
CU for the lack of proper plarining,
budgeting and implementati/bn of
changes necessary to make tpeir fa-
cilities accessible to the wheelchair-

"bound.  That accessibility was
mandated by law. It is my under-
standing that the. original,/ deadline
was extended. One of my classes was
moved from the third floo?;of a very
old building to an accessible building
clear across campus bece7ﬁse neither
the instructor nor myself’ “do” these
flights of stairs without great discom-
fort. .

CU’s phone-line registration for\
classes has no provision to diséover if
a registrant needs “handicap access”
classrooms so that changes in class
location can be effected before se-
mester begins. All that, and City of
Boulder’s removal -of ‘some :“handi-

©-capped” parking.: spaces “along the
-13th Street Folly by Pearl §; set mall,

.amazes me in a city-where ‘the resi.

“dents so frequently $trok their con-

sensual vanities for being olitically
- correct” and “sensitive

“wint [2am, if you |
-icap-placard or plate, I
mov -your car now.

*Phooey..I should have just blocked
“her-in-and gone about n y -shopping.

-Sure wish I could, sometimes; ..
.- . .S.D.FOSTER
' " 700'Walnut






