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“WHY WE COME TOGETHER”

IMAGING THE FUTURE:
MAPPING AN AESTHETICS OF DANGEROUS MEMORY

Can we hope for a just future in a society beset by violent forms of injustice
against Black and Brown people? Burgeoning forms of theopolitical pessimism
in intellectual discourse have asserted that a form of “political hopelessness” is
the only ethically viable or politically effective response to this pervasive
violence. Reading political hopelessness in conversation with the work of
political theologian Johann Baptist Metz, however, suggests the significance of
dangerous memory for disrupting political violence in the present, while also
providing a possibility for a future liberated from such violence. Dangerous
memory “is not bourgeois counterfigure to hope,” writes Metz, “it holds a
particular anticipation of the future as a future for the hopeless, the shattered,
and the oppressed.” (Metz 89) Examining the Denver-based #SprayTheirNames
mural movement, where vibrant portrait murals visibly remmember the lives of
Black and Brown people who have lost their lives through unjust and violent
social structures, this presentation traces the rationale and challenges of a
political theology of hopelessness. It then maps a theopolitical aesthetics of
dangerous memory that is capable of forging aesthetic solidarity among
communities committed to justice.

9:00AM -10:30AM
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 23
WILLIAMS VILLAGE CONFERENCE CENTER

Nichole M. Flores is associate professor of religious studies at the

Initiative, Co-Director of the Forum on Religion and Democracy, and
Director of the Health, Ethics, and Society Program. She researches the
relationship between religion, aesthetics, and democracy with emphasis
on the Catholic and Latine theological and ethical traditions. Dr. Flores is
author of The Aesthetics of Solidarity: Our Lady of Guadalupe and
American Democracy (Georgetown University Press, 2021). Her research
on La Virgen de Guadalupe and democracy has been profiled on the
popular podcasts Things Not Seen and Know Your Enemy and featured
on CBS Saturday Morning.
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University of Virginia where she is also the Director of the Catholic Studies




