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Ancient dancers in Mesopotamia used the movement of their
bodies to create spaces of healing and protection and to
connect with their gods. | argue that dance was a means to
alter or access the religious potency in spaces that lay outside
their usual discernible landscape. Indeed, evidence from the
period ca. 3400-1600 B.C. provides us with three dances that
were performed in ritual contexts: chain dances, the
bow-legged dance, and the foot-clutching dance. |

present a new interpretation of the latter, as a staging of the
Sumerian myth “The Death of Dumuzi,” which facilitated ritual
negotiation with unseen forces of good and ill.




