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This lecture explores the origins and development of coinage during the Archaic period. This lecture explores the origins and development of coinage during the Archaic period. 
It examines when, where, and why coinage was first introduced, how it was produced, It examines when, where, and why coinage was first introduced, how it was produced, 
and the ways in which it was used. The earliest coins, made of electrum, appeared in Lyd-and the ways in which it was used. The earliest coins, made of electrum, appeared in Lyd-
ia and Ionia in the mid-seventh century BCE. By analyzing early specimens and their find-ia and Ionia in the mid-seventh century BCE. By analyzing early specimens and their find-
spots, the lecture will consider the revolutionary nature of this innovation. It will also trace spots, the lecture will consider the revolutionary nature of this innovation. It will also trace 
the subsequent introduction of silver and gold coinage by the mid-sixth century BCE and the subsequent introduction of silver and gold coinage by the mid-sixth century BCE and 
discuss how Athens and other Greek city-states adopted this new medium of exchange.discuss how Athens and other Greek city-states adopted this new medium of exchange.
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