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Once again, the Colorado River is at a crossroads, as the efforts to finalize the post-2026 rules push
up squarely against longstanding conflicts, legal interpretations, and notions of equity and inclusivity.
Complicating progress is the narrow focus on reservoir operating rules, and the tradition of pushing
the thorniest issues to future discussions in largely undetermined forums and unknown schedules. In
this event, we assess the current state of progress, focusing specifically on the degree to which
emerging steps forward incorporate the lessons learned through past experiences.
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