
CHAPTER 5 
HLTP #5: Focusing on Cultural Products, Practices, 

and Perspectives in a Dialogic Context 

Teachers and learners must be aware of how language 
instruction can be integrated with culture in ways that go 

beyond simply describing behaviors, learning about cultural 
customs, and memorizing historical facts. 

E
nabling learners to reflect on and analyze the cultures of target language communities 
is one of the primary goals of language instruction. To this end, teachers need to be 
able co engage learners in thoughtful conversations during which they are guided 

to make cultural observations, hypothesize abour and interpret cultural meanings, and 
compare and contrast cultural perspectives that are unlike their own. As Cutshall (2012, p. 
32) states, "in the best language education programs today, the study of another language is
synonymous with the study of other cultures." From the perspective of the World-Readiness
Standards for Learning Languages (National Standards in Foreign Language Education
Project, 2015), to address the Cultures goal area, teachers must engage learners in target
language-based investigations and explanations of cultural products and practices and their
relationship to the cultural perspectives of the languages studied. The HLTP in this chapter
is intended co provide a framework to support this goal.

The study of culture, as a topic in its own right, is often typically reserved for upper
level classes in which students are believed to have the level of language ability to handle 
critical cultural discussions. As a result, culture instruction for elementary-level learners 
is reduced to lessons that merely display cultural products (e.g., foods, monuments, 
currency, texts) or provide anecdotal information about cultural practices (e.g., greeting 
protocols, holiday celebrations, sporting events). This is not to dismiss the importance 
of introducing learners to various cultural products and practices that are different from 
their own. What this exclusive emphasis on the teaching of random cultural products 
and practices produces, however, is a view of culture as tourism or as behaviors that are 
strange, incomprehensible, or weird. An alternative to this limited approach co culture 
instruction is to view the study of cultural products and practices as the starting point 
for students to explore and interpret the deeper meanings of culture as a system of shared 
values and beliefs, i.e., cultural perspectives. In this way, culture teaching is directly related 
to reflection on and analysis of the worldviews, ways of interacting and speaking, and the 
historical and local circumstances of speakers of other languages. 

In this chapter, the HLTP that will be detailed and deconstructed will enable teachers 
to explore the relationship of cultural products and practices to cultural perspectives with 
their classes in comprehensible target-language interactions (see Chapter 1) in the discourse 
community that they have created (see Chapter 2). Using the IMAGE Model for Exploring 
Cultural Perspectives, teachers will be able to conduct dialogic interactions chat scaffold 
(see Chapters 4 and 6) learners' cultural observations and lead thein to well-reasoned 
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