Salaz Grant Discontinuation Statement

Today was my 20-year anniversary at the CU Boulder Center for Asian Studies. I believe in the work I have done during that time and have learned and grown through so many relationships and experiences, both those that have stretched through the years and those that have been brief but meaningful. 
Working with curious and open-minded folks in an atmosphere of respect for lifelong learning and diverse perspectives has been a real treat. Creating programs and bringing resources to campus that help expose students to new opportunities and ideas has been an honor. 
I personally have been responsible for coauthoring and administering grants totaling nearly $10 million. There have been difficulties and disappointments along the way, but the mission has always kept me moving forward. 
A week ago we were notified by the U.S. Department of Education that our grants (and those of institutions nationwide) are being discontinued, meaning that they will not be funded in the final year of the 4-year cycle, resulting in a loss to CU of over $500,000. The letter indicated that the program-wide discontinuation was “based upon the Department’s judgment that the purpose of and functions of the international and foreign language education grant programs are not a
priority of the Administration … [and] ‘do not advance American interests or values.’”
This is just another example of where my values and those of the administration diverge, but this time it’s personal. I know the good that these grants have done and the incredible effort and care that have gone into their planning and implementation. It’s fine to say these programs are not in alignment with the current administration’s priorities, but to say they don’t advance American values is too much. 
As an American, I value respect, collaboration, humility, and humanity. I know there is more that unites people around the world than divides us. And that without the kinds of opportunities that were made available to me when I was young, my life would perhaps have been more comfortable and “safe,” but infinitely less rich and rewarding. I am sad for our current and future students who will not benefit from government support for international education and yet will graduate into a globally connected economy less prepared to succeed. 
I am committed to finding innovative and creative ways to contribute to the University and the Center in support of international education and engagement for as long as they’ll have me. But this is a rough place to be celebrating 20 years.


