Fall 2025 Faculty Director’s Update
 
Dear Friends of the Center for Asian Studies,

Despite the challenges of the past several months, 2025 was a busy and productive year for CAS. Our events, scholarships and grants, teaching, and outreach efforts supported faculty, students, and staff from across campus and beyond.

Unfortunately, as many of you know, CAS has been deeply impacted by the recent cuts to federal funding. This September, we received notification that Title VI of the Higher Education Act, the longstanding federal program that included our 2022-2026 National Resource Center and Foreign Language and Area Studies (FLAS) grants, was being discontinued. For decades, these grants have provided funding for crucial international education programs focused on Asia. Just this year, the FLAS fellowships provided five CU Boulder students with funding for summer 2025 Asian language programs, and six academic year fellowships for advanced Asian area studies and language training.

In this edition of the CAS e-News, you will find more information about the grant discontinuation; local news stories from 9News, the Boulder Reporting Lab, Boulder Daily Camera, and the CU Independent; a letter of support from faculty to the CU upper administration; and an open letter from faculty across the nation (including CAS) that was published in the Chronicle of Higher Education that have all covered how CAS has been impacted by these funding cuts.

CAS has become an essential hub for interdisciplinary Asian studies on the Boulder campus in Colorado, and in the broader Rocky Mountain region. Our mission is to make Asia as accessible as possible to students, faculty, staff, and the broader community. In this era of global and local challenges, we believe it is even more crucial to continue cultivating meaningful engagement with Asia. We are fortunate to have outstanding staff who make CAS’s successes possible, especially Executive Director Danielle Rocheleau Salaz, Events Coordinator Liza Williams, and Accounting and Grant Assistant Lucy Lin.

We are currently working closely with the College of Arts and Sciences and other units at the university to diversify our funding sources and develop a plan for financial sustainability. Nevertheless, due to the federal funding cuts, we will have to make some difficult choices about which programs and initiatives to prioritize. Please do take a few moments to fill out our survey (below), which is intended to help guide our decision-making over the next few months.

We are thankful for your support in everything we do. We need your contributions more than ever. We are grateful to those who have already made donations this year.

Best wishes for a peaceful holiday season for all,
Rachel Rinaldo, Faculty Director
