Federal funding cut threatens CU Boulder's Center for Asian Studies
"It's a hit": Officials had anticipated a total of $2.2 million over four years.
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BOULDER, Colo. — The University of Colorado Boulder's Center for Asian Studies is at risk of losing most of its dedicated faculty after the federal government discontinued two major grants worth about $500,000.
The U.S. Department of Education notified the center in September that the fourth year of funding would not be provided. The center had received the National Resource Center grant and the Foreign Language and Area Studies Fellowship grant in 2022. Officials had anticipated a total of $2.2 million over four years.
"This is just because of the shifting priorities at the federal level," said Danielle Rocheleau Salaz, executive director of CU's Center for Asian Studies. "It's a hit because there are faculty positions that we have funded using the grant and all of the programming that we do, we believe in, and there is a real need for it."
The funding loss threatens two of the center's three faculty positions. It also jeopardizes an internship program that sends students to Asia for the summer and various programming initiatives. The center supports faculty, students and community members interested in Asia through courses, events, grant-writing and outreach to K-12 teachers.
"It was super frustrating," Rocheleau Salaz said when receiving the notification. "And then immediately I started thinking about the people who report to me, and how do I protect them, and how do I get ahead of this?"
The Center for Asian Studies is not alone in facing funding challenges. According to CU officials, 58 grants that the university receives are currently impacted by changes in federal funding. The cuts amount to about $30 million.
"We are all in a tricky position," Rocheleau Salaz said.
The grants previously funded programs intended to make Asia more accessible to students. They also helped prepare students for careers in an increasingly globalized world. The Foreign Language and Area Studies Fellowship provided funding for students studying Asian languages and societies. The National Resource Center grant supported programming, course development and international opportunities.
"We absolutely need our students to understand that the world is going to be part of their future, and Asia has big economies, it has strong technologies," Rocheleau Salaz said. "Rather than fearing what might be happening over there, what we want is to prepare our students to work with those people."
While 120 faculty members from other departments teach courses related to Asian studies, only three are dedicated exclusively to the center. Rocheleau Salaz is working with university officials to find solutions. One possibility includes moving some staff positions to other departments to maintain funding.
The center celebrated its 25th anniversary last year. According to  Rocheleau Salaz, similar programs have received bipartisan support since they were established 50 to 70 years ago, following the launch of Sputnik.
"I think that we will make it through this," Rocheleau Salaz said. "We need people who have intercultural skills and language skills, and understand things about the U.S. and its role in the world, and that need is not going to go away."

