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GRADUATE STATUS A, C, E, LAW GRADUATE STATUS B, D

CREDIT
HOURS

ARTS & 
SCIENCES & 
ALL OTHER

BUSINESS
 PHD

ENGINEERING LAW JD
MEDIA, 

COMMUNICATION 
& INFORMATION

MUSIC
ARTS & 

SCIENCES & 
ALL OTHER

BUSINESS
 PHD

ENGINEERING
MEDIA, 

COMMUNICATION 
& INFORMATION

MUSIC

1 $5,214 $5,850 $5,688 $6,084 $5,496 $5,274 $3,126 $3,510 $3,414 $3,297 $3,162 

2 $5,214 $5,850 $5,688 $6,084 $5,496 $5,274 $3,126 $3,510 $3,414 $3,297 $3,162 

3 $5,214 $5,850 $5,688 $6,084 $5,496 $5,274 $3,126 $3,510 $3,414 $3,297 $3,162 

4 $6,952 $7,800 $7,584 $8,112 $7,328 $7,032 $4,168 $4,680 $4,552 $4,396 $4,216 

5 $8,690 $9,750 $9,480 $10,140 $9,160 $8,790 $5,210 $5,850 $5,690 $5,495 $5,270 

6 $10,428 $11,700 $11,376 $12,168 $10,992 $10,548 $6,252 $7,020 $6,828 $6,594 $6,324 

7 $12,166 $13,650 $13,272 $14,196 $12,824 $12,306 $7,294 $8,190 $7,966 $7,693 $7,378 

8 $13,904 $15,600 $15,168 $16,224 $14,656 $14,064 $8,336 $9,360 $9,104 $8,792 $8,432 

9 $15,642 $17,550 $17,064 $18,252 $16,488 $15,822 $9,378 $10,530 $10,242 $9,891 $9,486 

10 $15,642 $17,550 $17,064 $18,252 $16,488 $15,822 $9,378 $10,530 $10,242 $9,891 $9,486 

11 $15,642 $17,550 $17,064 $18,252 $16,488 $15,822 $9,378 $10,530 $10,242 $9,891 $9,486 

12 $15,642 $17,550 $17,064 $18,252 $16,488 $15,822 $9,378 $10,530 $10,242 $9,891 $9,486 

13 $15,642 $17,550 $17,064 $18,252 $16,488 $15,822 $9,378 $10,530 $10,242 $9,891 $9,486 

14 $15,642 $17,550 $17,064 $18,252 $16,488 $15,822 $9,378 $10,530 $10,242 $9,891 $9,486 

15 $15,642 $17,550 $17,064 $18,252 $16,488 $15,822 $9,378 $10,530 $10,242 $9,891 $9,486 

16 $15,642 $17,550 $17,064 $18,252 $16,488 $15,822 $9,378 $10,530 $10,242 $9,891 $9,486 

17 $15,642 $17,550 $17,064 $18,252 $16,488 $15,822 $9,378 $10,530 $10,242 $9,891 $9,486 

181 $15,642 $17,550 $17,064 $18,252 $16,488 $15,822 $9,378 $10,530 $10,242 $9,891 $9,486 

Rates published by the Bursar’s Office are the official rates approved by the Board of Regents and reflect the most accurate and up-to-date tuition and fee information. The Board of Regents reserves the right to change 
rates at any time. Tuition charged is based on residency, degree and number of credit hours. Fractional credit hours outside of flat rate tuition are assessed the average rate between the two closest credit hours. Dual 
degrees are charged the higher rate. These rates apply to Boulder Main Campus only. Classes taken in Continuing Education incur separate tuition and fees. Rates may be subject to change.
1  Tuition continues to increase at the same increment for each hour over 18.

ASSISTANTSHIPS
Research assistantships (RA), teaching assistantships (TA) and graduate part-time instructor (GPTI) appointments typically pay for 
a portion of or all of your tuition however you are still responsible for paying mandatory fees (see reverse side) each semester. The 
amount of the waiver is based on your contract. If you have questions, check with your department.

BILLING
Bills are online only. Students access billing information in Buff Portal (buffportal.colorado.edu) once they are enrolled. Parents 
and other family members need to get access from their students in order to view the bill. Students authorize payers in Buff Portal 
(buffportal.colorado.edu). Authorized payers access billing information in CUBill&Pay.

PAYMENT PLANS (enrollment fee $25)
Eligible students and authorized payers can pay the university bill over the course of the semester. Students sign up for payment 
plans in Buff Portal (buffportal.colorado.edu). Authorized payers sign up in CUBill&Pay. More info: https://www.colorado.edu/bursar/
payments/payment-plans. 
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FEES PER SEMESTER

GRADUATE  
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MANDATORY FEES FOR GRADUATE STUDENTS PER SEMESTER, SEE TUITION ON REVERSE SIDE

NEW STUDENT FEE
One-time nonrefundable fee upon entering a degree program.
New graduate students and transfers $62
New international graduate students and transfers $145

IMMIGRATION COMPLIANCE FEE $40 (international students only)

STUDENT HEALTH INSURANCE PLAN RATES4

Gold Student Health Insurance Plan (SHIP) $1,948

BuffCare Supplement $2253

All students are required to have health insurance while attending CU Boulder. 
Students must meet this requirement their first semester at CU Boulder and at the 
beginning of each academic year. Graduate students enrolled in one or more credit 
hours are required to complete the health insurance requirement process by the 
published deadline in order to avoid automatic enrollment in the SHIP along with a 
charge on the tuition bill. More info: https://www.colorado.edu/health/insurance

GRADUATE STATUS IS DETERMINED BY THE GRADUATE SCHOOL
MASTER’S STUDENT STATUS
A - registered for coursework and/or master’s thesis hours 
B - registered for “candidate for degree”, course #6940–6949 (Students who are required to be registered for thesis defense or master’s final exam but have no 
courses or thesis hours left to take, and/or students who must remain full time.  A maximum of 3 hours should be taken per semester, as this registration placeholder 
cannot be used toward a student’s degree.)

DOCTORAL STUDENT STATUS 
C - Pre-comprehensive exam - registered for coursework or coursework/dissertation hour combination 
D - Post-comprehensive exam - registered for 3 or 5+ dissertation hours as required by graduate school rules (Status is assigned by the graduate school following 
admission to candidacy.)
E - Pre-comprehensive exam - registered for dissertation hours only
Source: https://www.colorado.edu/graduateschool/legacy-content/graduate-student-registration-statuses

2 Effective in Fall 2020, the Student Bus & Bike Programs Fee is split into two separate fees: Transit Pass Fee and the Bike Program Fee. The total cost did not change from 2019-20 to 2020-21.
3 Subtotal does not include A&S Tech (ASSET) Fee for $1.32 per credit hour for all classes taken in the School of Arts & Sciences.
4 Pending approval by the Department of Regulatory Agencies.

Standard Graduate Student 
Graduate Status A, B, C

Doctoral Candidate 
Graduate Status D

Doctoral Thesis Only 
Graduate Status E LAW JD

Credit hours 6 or fewer 7 or more 6 or fewer 7 or more 6 or fewer 7 or more 6 or fewer 7 or more 

A&S Tech (ASSET) Fee $1.32/per credit hour. Applied to all classes in the College of Arts and Sciences regardless of a student’s major or program of study.

Arts & Cultural Enrichment Fee $10.00 $10.00 $10.00 $10.00 $10.00 $10.00 $10.00 $10.00

Bike Program Fee2 $15.00 $15.00 $15.00 $15.00 $15.00 $15.00 $15.00 $15.00

Capital Construction Fee $50.00 $100.00 $50.00 $100.00 $50.00 $100.00 $50.00 $100.00

Career Services Fee $12.00 $12.00 $0.00 $0.00 $12.00 $12.00 $0.00 $0.00

Law Graduate Fee N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A $40.00 $40.00

Law Student Services Fee N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A $150.00 $150.00

Mental Health Resource Fee $77.40 $77.40
$0.00 without health plan

$77.40 $77.40 $77.40 $77.40
$77.40 with health plan

Recreation Center Expansion Fee
$85.27 for one class of five or fewer credit hours

$106.96 $106.96 $0.00 $0.00 $106.96 $106.96 $106.96 $106.96

Student Activity Fee 
$48.01 for one class of five or fewer credit hours $276.31 $276.31 $48.01 $48.01 $276.31 $276.31 $276.31 $276.31

Student Computing Fee $33.62 $67.24 $33.62 $67.24 $33.62 $67.24 $33.62 $67.24

Student Health Fee $97.09 $97.09
$0.00 without health plan

$97.09 $97.09 $97.09 $97.09
$97.09 with health plan

Transit Pass Fee2 $78.42 $78.42 $78.42 $78.42 $78.42 $78.42 $78.42 $78.42

United Government of Graduate Students (UGGS) Fee $7.50 $7.50 $7.50 $7.50 $7.50 $7.50 $7.50 $7.50

Subtotal3 $764.30 $847.92 $242.55–$500.66 $764.30 $847.92 $942.30 $1,025.92


